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Charles Fleetwood, Eſq; 


SIR, 


HE Deſign of this Work gives 

it ſo juſt a Claim to your Pro- 
tection, and at the fame Time ren- 
ders it an Offering ſo peculiarly your 
Due, that even while the Thought lay 
an unſhapen Embryo in my Brain, my 
Choice of a Patron for the Pro- 
duction was confirm d. Nor do I make 
a Queſtion but that as each Play re- 
ceived a Sanction from a Crowd of 
Nobility in particular, the Hiſtoriogra- 
phy of the whole will meet with a fa- 
vourable Reception from him, to whoſe 
ſeaſonable and generous Interpoſition 
is entirely owing that there are now 
Plays repreſented in a Manncr wor- 
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DEDICATION 


tiy of a Britiſh Audience; eſpecially 
ſince 1 :ray ſay (I hope without Vanity) 
the Undertaking has an Air of Novelty, 
and a 'Tendency to render Dramatic 
Periormances more generally pleaſing 
by being better underſtood. 

Long had the favourite 'I heatre la- 
boured under a viſible Decline, and 
was at laſt arrived at that unhappy 
Criſis, as to ſtand in Need of almoſt a 
Miracle to be preſerved from ſinkin 
totally: Some of its beſt Performers 
dcad ; forſaken by a great Number of 
others; and the few, whoremaincd, ſo 
diſpirited thro their divided Situation, 
that even Mrs. Clice, with all her Ex- 
hauſtleſs Fund of Vivacity, appeared 
but in half her Excellence, and tho 
out of her Power, in any Circumſtance, 
to avoid pleaſing others, ſcem'd diſ- 
pleas d herſelf. Often have I heard it 
wiſned that the Patent might fall into 
the Hands of ſome Gentleman of Rank 
and Fortune to command Eſteem, of 
cqual Affability and Sweetneſs of Be- 
haviour to make Authority look lovely, 


and 
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and above all qualified with a fine Taſte 


to judge, and a Reſolution to decide 
impartially what Pieces were capable 
of anſwering the true Ends of the Stage; 
but this was a Happinefs the moſt San- 
guine of its Friends durſt not allow 


themſelves to hope, till all at once they 


found the unexpected Good, and even 
more than the warmeſt Imagination 
could ſuggeſt, in the Condeſcenſion of 
Mr. Flectæpood. 

What Thanks, what Praiſes ought 
not to be the Reward of ſo generous, ſo 
diſintereſted an Action! When Rome 
and Athens were at their Height, the 
greateſt Men indeed did not difdain to 
take upon them the Management of the 
Theatres; but then they found every 
Thing regulated to their Hands, and 
had only the Conſervation of that De- 
corum to regard: W hereas your Task, 
Sir, was intinitely more difficult; that 
of calling Order out of Confuſion, and 
converting Diſcord into Harmony: For 
you, therefore, to exchange thoſe gay 
Amuſements, which eternally attend 


Perſons 
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Perſons of your Age and Station, for a 
Medley of Perplexities and Cares, ſuch 
as can be ſoftned by nothing but the 
Pleaſure of doing good, has in it ſome- 
thing worthy the Admiration of even 
thoſe who are leaſt ſollicitous for the 
Succeſs of the Drama. 

Judge then Sir, if you are not in- 
titled to all the Acknowledgments the 
Muſe can pay; and as I am certain no- 
thing will be wanting on your Part to 
raiſe the Reputation of the Exgliſh Stage 
to the greateſt Pitch it can poſſibly at- 
tain, ſo may new Shakeſpears, Fohbn- 


ſous, Orzways, and Congreves ariſe to 


aſſiſt your Labours, merit your Encou- 
ragement, and improvethe Age; which 
is the ſincere Wiſh of, 


Sir, 
Your moſt humble, 


and moſt obedient Servant, 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


A $ the Theatrical Entertainments of 
this Town juſtly engage the Attention 
of the Polite and Judicious, it was imagined 
a ſhort but full View of the moſt celebrated 
Dramatic Pieces exhibited on the Engliſh 
Stage, would be received as an agreeable 
and uſeful Performance. Inconraged by this 
Thought, we preſent the Publick with this 
Eſſay ; which will very ſoon be followed by 
a ſecond Volume for compleating the Work. 
The Story of each Play is here traced to its 
Origin, brought down to the Opening of the 
Drama, and carried into the Cataſtrophe. 
Each Character is drawn in its proper 
Colour; no material Incident omitted; but 
the whole appears one regular and continued 
Relation; ſo that a very little Time em- 
ployed in the Periſal of each reſpective 
Account 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


Account gives the Reader a juſt and perfect 
Idea of what is not otherwiſe known *till 
the Concluſion of the Play. To render the 
Work ſtill more compleat, you have, as 
often as the Story would admit, ſome ſhort 
moral Remarks on the ſeveral Pieces; to the 


End that while the Reader is amuſed with 
the Hiſtorical Account, he may not loſe Sight 


of the original and moſt Iaudable View of 
all ſuch Repreſentations ; that of inculcating. 
Virtue, and inſpiring a Horror for Vice. 
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Page 64, Line 5, for [Uncle's] read [ Brother's.) 


ABRAMULE, 


94 188 
% | Love and Empire, 
212 
220 
429 A TRAGEDY. 
232 | s ; ; 
238 Pi 
243 | By Dr. Tx ay. 
280 
260 | 
266 None of thoſe Incurſions formerly 
271 made by the Tartarians on the Ru/- 
278 IF ian Monarchy, Mur/a, who at that 
3 Time headed a Party, had the good 
| 3 Fortune to preſerve a Beautiful Girl, 
. 15 about ſeven Years old, from falling 
Sacrifice to the relentleſs Sword; and conceiving 
zreat Expectations from her ſurpriſing Charms, carried 
? er into Tartary, and educated her with all thoſe Ac- 
s.] gompliſhments neceſſary to render her a fit Preſent for 
dhe Sultan, The Perfections of her Mind and Perſon 
5 gcing improved to his With, ſhe was no ſooner arrived 
, 


t a proper Age, than he ſet out with her towards 
Vol. I. Rig Canſtan. 


22 
Conſtantinople. In their Journey meeting with a Com- 
pany of Polonians, he was in great Danger of loſing 
his Prize, and the Innocence of the beautiful Ara 


had certainly been the Prey of this Savage Band, had 


not Pyrrhus, a great Favourite of the Sultan, happen- 
ed to come that Way with a numerous Retinue, and 
put the Raviſhers to flight. The Deliverer and the 
delivered were in the ſame Inſtant inipired with a 
mutual Paſſion for each other; but Pyrrhus, under- 
ſtanding Mur/a's Deſign, made no publick Shew of his 
Affection; and Abra, as carefully conceal'd hers. To 
retard, however, as long as poſſible, being carried to 
Conſtantinople, ſhe pretended Sickneſs, and was every 
Day viſited by her Lover diſguiſed as a Phyſician ; and 
this frequent Intercourſe making them perfectly ac- 
quainted with each other's Merit eſtabliſhed a Tender- 
neſs, which ended . not but with their Lives. Thus 
they continued giving and receiving all the Marks 
that Virtue would permit of the fondeſt and moſt diſin- 
tereſted Paſhon, till Pyrrhus received a Mandate from 
the Sultan, creating him Grand Viſiter, and at the 
ſame Time commanding him to go at the Head of a 
powerful Army to the Relief of Buda, then befieged 
by the Emperor. The cruel Separation muſt be now 
endured, not all his Love could render Pyrrhus neg. 
lectful of the Duty he owed to his imperial Maſter, his 
Country, and his own Honour; and Abra had too 
true a Senſe of the Latter to delay his haſtning where 
Glory called. He took his Leave, and ſhe was now 
obliged to acknowledge herſelf recovered, leſt a real 
Phyſician ſhould diſcover ſhe had but counterfeited 
Indiſpoſition. Mur ſa proſecuted his Journey, and in 
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2 ſhort Time reached Conſtantinople ; where, having 
agreed with the Kiſer Aga of the Seraglio, the 
charming Maid was to be delivered to him, in order 
to be preſented to the Sultan at a fit Opportunity. 
The Day appointed being arrived, ſhe could no lon. 
ger reſtrain the ſtruggling Emotions of her Soul, ſhe 
kneels, ſhe weeps, ſhe entreats Mur/a to change his 
Reſolution, and at laſt reveals the Secret of her Love 
for Pyrrhus; but all is now too late, the Compact is 
made, and ſhe muſt of Force ſubmit. Pyrrhus re- 
turn'd from his Expedition the ſame Day ; but in a 
Condition far different from what he had hoped at his 
embarking in it: He had flattered himſelf with being 
able to do Things which might enable him to bes 
the charming Abra of the Sultan as a Reward of his 
Services; but in the Room of Lawrels he was cover'd 
with Confuſion ; all his Deſigns had proved unſuc- 
ceſsful ; Buda was taken before his Face, and he was 
obliged to a Certificate from the Subaltern Officers to 
clear his Conduct to the Sultan. If any Shadow of 
Comfort appeared to him, it was in the Friendſhip 
of the Kiſer Aga, who promiſed him to conceal the 
Beauty of Abra as much as poſlible from the Sallan's 
Knowledge; but tho' this Eunuch kept his Word in. 
violably, a new and undreamt of Misfortune befe] 
their Loves. Marama a Creature of Prince Sohman, 
the Brother of the Sultan, no ſooner beheld this 
lovely Maid, than ſhe began to caſt about in her 
Mind how to procure her for him, and ſoon after 
introduced him to her Apartment : He was imme- 
diately enamoured of her Beauty, but her Behaviour 
gave him an equal Diſpair. Pyrrbus being informed 
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of this Viſit, and the Effects of it, writes a Letter to 
Abra, complaining of the Severity of his Fate, in railing 
him a new Rival: The X;/er Aga had the Charge of 
delivering it, but being called away on ſome impor- 
tant Buſineſs entruſts it to a Slave, who gives it into 
Marama's Hand, ſhe communicates it to So/yman, who 
ignorant of the Character, and no Name being ſub- 
ſcribed, is fir d with extreme Impatience to dif. 
cover this happy Favourite. At that Inſtant Cuproly 
and Haly enter his Apartment; to them he relates 
the Story of his Love and Jealouſy, and is by them 
informed, the Letter which gave him ſo much Pain, 
was the Viſter's Hand ; and take this Opportunity of 
perſwading him to appear at the Head of a Party 
already formed for dethroning the Sultan; this they 
aſſure him is the only Means by which he can attain 
the Enjoyment of his Miſtreſs, or the Deſtruction of 
his Rival: How great ſoever the Weight of theſe 
Reaſons was to him as a Lover, thoſe of Nature and 
of Duty had not leſs Efficacy; he could not pre- 
ſently be brought to take up Arms againſt his Sove- 
reign and Brother, nor yet could think of ſeeing his 
adored Ara torn from him; he therefore deſires Time 
for Conſideration, and in this 'Tempeſt of his Soul, the 
Kiſler Aga having found the Miſcarriage of the Letter, 
and judging into whoſe Hands it was fallen, makes 
him an Offer of his Service, and fo artfully gains the 
Belief and Confidence of this unſuſpecting Prince, that 
he prevails with him to give him the Letter, on Pre 
tence of confronting Pyrrhus, and obligivg him by 
Menaces to deſiſt. In the mean Time Cuproly and 
Haly, having n that che only Way to bring 


Solyman 


BS 


Solnman into their Plot, is the immediate Danger of 
loſing Abra, ſecretly inform the Sul an how beautiful 
a Creature is in the Kier Aea's Poſſeſſion; on which 
the impatient Monarch commands ſhe ſhall be brought 
Inſtantly to his Preſence : Soon as ſhe was fo, her 
Charms had their ordinary Effect, the Sz/tar's Heart 
yielded to a Paſſion not inferior to that ſhe had inſpired 
In his Brother or the Viſier; and finding her Wit 
and Virtue matchleſs as her Perſon, reſolves to 
make her his Empreſs, and defer the Gratification of 
his Love till the Celebration of thoſe Rites, which 
fhould yield her to him without a Bluſh. All thoſe 
late Scruples which had hitherto ſilenced the Dictates of 
Ambition in Solyman, were now filenced themſelves by 
the Calls of a more powerful Paſſion : He enters into 
the Meaſures Crupoly and Haly had propoſed, and per- 
ceives they had already carried Things to ſuch a 
Height, that there wanted little more than his Con. 
ſent to pluck his Brother from the Throne; the Vi- 
ſier's well known Loyalty was the only Impediment 
he had to ſtruggle with: It was therefore neceſſary to 
begin with his Deſtruction, and Chance ſoon furniſhed 
the Means. That deſpairing Lover had prevailed 
with the Kier Aga to admit him in a Diiguiſe to 
take a laſt Farewell of his dear Ara; and the Con- 
trivance by which he was to be introduced being over- 
heard by So/yman, he that moment diſpatches Marama 
to the Sultan to acquaint him with it; who going in 
Perſon to the Apartment of Abra, finds Pyrrbus with 
her: All Denials of their mutual Paſſion would be 
now in Vain, they boldly own it, and the Viſier is 
ordered to immediate Death: Abra, in the Confuſion 
B 3 WE 
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of this dreadful Incident drops a Paper, which the 
Sultan takes up and reads. This was the Letter 
wrote by Pyrrbus, that Marama had intercepted, and 
which the Mer recovered from the Hands of Solyman ; 
but the Name of that Prince not being mentioned in it, 
the Sultan is diſtracted to know who is that Rival, or 
whoſe Love and Viſit the Vifier has complained of ; both 
are obſtinate in concealing him, and Pyrrhus is order- 
ed to be put on the Rack till he confeſs it. While 
the Sullan is thus employed, the Divan and Army 
have declared for $/yman ; but that Prince being in- 
formed of the Viſier's Generoſity in chuſing rather to 
endure the Rack than betray him, tho' his Rival, 
ſends his Commands for his Preſervation. The Su/tar 
hearing what was done againſt him, goes at the 
Head of his Janizaries, to oppoſe his Brother, but they 
revolting at the Sight of So/yman, he was compelled 
to yield to his Deſtiny, and paſs the Remainder of his 
Liſe diveſted of all Power. Cuproly having entered 
into this Conſpiracy in Hope of gaining the Grand 
Viſier's Place, finding Haly had obtained it of the 
new Sultan, provokes him to fight, and both theſe 
Villains fall by each other's Hands. Sohman, now 
ſupream, thinks of nothing but ſharing the Imperial 
Dignity with Abra; but that faithful Maid aſſuring 
him that ſhe had long fince made a Vow never to 
love but Pyrrhus, and the Confiderations how much 
he was indebted to ſo generous a Rival, determine 
him, after a long and ſevere Struggle with himſelf, to 
crown the Happineſs of ſo deſerving a Pair; and this 
great Relult is the Concluſion of the Play. 

As 
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As IT cannot find any Mention of this Incident in 
Fliſtory, I am apt to believe the Reverend Author in- 
vented it, as a Leſſon to Princes, and to ſhew how 
truly great a Monarch is whemhe is able to command 
his own Paſſions. 


ALL for LOVE: 


O R, 


The World well loſt, 
A-FRAGEDY. 


By Mr. Dxvype x. 


HEN OZawivs Cz/ar and Mark Anthony had 

rendered themſelves Maſters of the World, an 
inſatiable Ambition in the one, and an Impatience of 
Controll in the other, in a ſhort Time diſſolved that 
Union between them, which had ſo much contributed 
to their Greatneſs. Odavius was ſubtil and deſign- 
ing, Antony free from all Diſguiſe, open, ſincere, and 
ſo much addicted to follow wherever his Paſſions led 
him, that the other was eaſily furniſhed with Pre- 


| ences for Cenſure; but the moſt plauſible of all, and 
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that which moſt incenſed the Roman People againit 
him was, that having married Octavia Siſter to Cæſar, 
and a Lady of great Virtues, he had baſely deſerted 
her, and infatuated with the Charms of Cleopatra had 
retired to Egypt, where he lived a moſt voluptuons 
Life, unactive, and regardleſs of the Commonwealth, 
as of his own Honour. O#awirs at firſt reminded 
him of the Injuſtice he was guilty of, in the moſt 
gentle and ſoothing Terms, but yet ſuch as had a 
Meaning couched under their ſeeming Smoothneſs, 
which he knew would have all the Effect of a Re- 
proach. Antony could ill brook this Treatment, and 
in his Turn remonſtrated, that in his Abſence he had 
diſplaced all ſuch as he knew were well affected to 
him, and diſpoſed the Provinces ſolely among Crea- 
tures of his own. Many Meſſages of this Kind did 
not paſs till an open Rupture enſued : A War was de- 
clared between the two Emperors, and Ofawius went 
into Egypt at the Head of a powerful Army. By the 
Perſwaſions of Cleopatra, Antony choſe to truſt his For- 
tune to a Sea- fight; where, in the Heat of the Battle 
that Princeſs being frighted, order d her Gally to turn 
back with the ſixty others appointed for her Guard; 
this Flight made a Breach in the Line, by which the 
Enemy broke in, and fo diſordered the whole Fleet 
that they were eaſily defeated. This was the memo- 
rable Battle of Actium, which as it but a ſhort Time 
preceded the Death of Antony, the Author chuſes to 
begin his Play with the Confuſion of Mind, in which 
ſo great a Man muſt neceſſarily be involved immedi. 
ately after an Overthrow that compleated the Loſs of 
all his Hopes, 6 

But 
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But irremediable, as his Misfortune ſeemed, our ex- 
cellent Poet has found a Way to offer him a Relief, 
wou'd Love have permitted him to accept it. Venti- 
ius, his Lieutenant in the Eaſt, and the moſt brave 
and experienced of all his Generals, arrives in Egypt, 
to let him know that twelve Veteran Legions are ready 
to conquer or die for him; and beſeeches him to 
repair to Syria, where they wait his Approach, 
Here Love and Glory occaſion a moſt terrible Con- 
flict in the Hero's Breaſt ; he longs to retrieve his 
Honour, and to be revenged on Cæſar, but cannot 
think of quitting Cleopatra, eſpecially at a Tune 
when their common Enemy is at her Gates, and her 


only Conſolation is his Preſence. The Reaſons, how- 


ever, urg'd by Yentidius, and the Conſideration how 
little his Stay will contribute to her Safety, at lengt!: 
determine him to go, and he is ſending to inform her 
of his Reſolution, when ſhe. appears and ſhews him a 
Writing, ſigned by Ocavias, wherein he offers to 
ſecure her Crown and Liberty, provided ſhe will give 
up Antony. This fatal Proof of her Love and Con- 
ſtancy, joined to that Beauty, which had fo long en- 
ſlaved his Soul, in a Moment triumphs over all tie 
Arguments of Ventidius, and nothing can now preva:! 
on him to leave Egypr, But to ſhew that he was rot 
altogether forgetful of what was owing to his Charac. 
ter, with the few Legions he had yet remaining, he 
makes a Sally, in which he was ſo ſucceſsful as to 
drive Cæſar to a greater Diſtance from the Town. 
and put 5000 of his Men to the Sword. Ventidius re- 
monſtrates that this little Victory can be of no cthe: 
Advantage to him than to procure a more honourable 
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Peace: Antony is ſenſible of this Truth, but cannot 
ſubmit to make the firſt Offer ; the General then in- 
forms him that Dolabella, his moſt loved and truſted 
Friend, has ſent a Meſſenger with News from Cz/or"s 
Camp: Orders are given for his being introduced, 
and the Emperor is pleaſingly ſurpriſed with the 
Sight of Dolabella himſelf, who aſſures him he may 
have Terms befitting his Honour and his Dignity to 
accept. A Change fo unexpected in Octavius's Na- 
ture can ſcarce he credited by Antony; till the other con- 
firms it by Imprecations, and tells him the Perſon who 
has wrought this Wonder is his Companion in this 
Viſit, and waits but his Permiſſion to appear; Antony 
is impatient to expreſs his Gratitude to this unknown 
Friend, and Dolabella immediately introduces Oftawia 
and her two Children. The Sight of a Wife ſo ill 
treated by him, and to whom he was ſo much obliged, 
fills Antony with Shame and Confuſion ; but the Sweet- 
neſs of her Behaviour removes all thoſe Scruples that 
conſcious Guilt and the Diſdain of being outdone in 
Generoſity had raiſed in him: He is now convinced, 
or at leaſt believes himſelf ſo, that true Happineſs is 
only to be found in virtuous Love, reſolves to quit 
Cleopatra for ever, and to be reconciled to Cz/ar : 
He diſpatches Dolabella to aquaint the Queen with 
his Determination, and gives Orders that every Thing 
may be got ready for his Departure the next Day. 
Cleopatra is by her Eunuch Alexis informed of all that 


has paſſed, and meeting Odtavia in the Palace is ſo 


piqued by the juſt Diſdain with which that Lady 
treats her, that ſhe reſolves to omit nothing which 
may retain Antony, tho' to the Ruin of them both, and 

by 
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by the Advice of Alexis receives Dolabella, who 
ſhe knows once loved her, in ſuch a Manner as re- 
kindles his former Flames, gives him Hopes of a 
Return, and perceiving Ventidius and Octavia com- 
ing towards them, behaves to him ſo as to leave nei- 
ther of them Room to doubt that Antony was already 
forgotten by her. They preſently carry the Tidings 
of this ſeeming Inconſtancy to Antony, and dwell on 
the Unworthineſs of ſuch a Woman ſomewhat more 
than the Delicacy of the Subject would bear. The 
Emperor is offended, looks on all they ſay as the 
Effect of Malice, till Alexis, purſuant to the Plot laid 
between him and Cleopatra, enters and confirms the 
Truth of what he has been told. Oda via now tri- 
umphs in his Conviction, exerts the Wife too much, 
reſents the little Credit he gave to her Report, and 
the Concern he expreſſes for the Queen's Levity : this 
touches Antony to the Quick, his natural Impatience 
of Reproof, his unextinguiſhed Paſſion for Cleopatra, 
and her ſuppoſed Falſhood baniſh from his Breaſt all 
Conſiderations of Intereſt, Honour, Fame, Gratitude, 
or Duty; he diſcovers all the Emotions of his Soul; 
and Odtavia thinking herſelf now doubly affronted, 
and diſpairing ever to reclaim his Heart, reſolves to 
make no farther Efforts, but leave him to his Fate, 
and returns, in Spite of all Ventidius can urge to ſtay 
her, to her Brother's Camp. After her Departure, 
Cleopatra and Dolabella endeavour to clear themſelves 
to Antony; but his Jealouſy is not to be removed, and 
he vows never to ſee either of them more. Cæſar in 
the mean Time, incenſed at this ſecond Provocation, 
leads up his Army to the City Walls, the Egyptian 
Navy 
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Navy betray'd by Bribes or Cowardice join that of 
the Enemy, and the Land Forces too weak for De- 
fence, ſuffer his Approach without Reſiſtance. Antony 
ſcorning to capitulate, to avoid being taken, deſires 
Ventidius to kill him ; but that noble Roman contents 
himſelf with ſhewing him the Way by falling on his 
own Sword. Antony follows his Example, and Cleo- 
patra with two of her Women poiſon themſelves with 
Aſps; which ſad Cataſtrophe demonſtrates to us how 
little Beauty or Wit, Valour or Greatneſs are able to 


protect us in indulging a Paſſion repugnant to Vartue 
and Duty. 
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ALBION QUEENS: 


OR, 


The Death of Mary Queen of Scotland, 
A TRAGEDY, 


By Mr. BAN Es. 


M7 RZ. Queen of Scotland, being reduced to ſeck 
Protection in Erg/and, was for Reaſons of State 
kept many Years a Priſoner in Fetheringay Caſtle: As 


ihe wes hereditary Queen of Scotland, Dowager of 


France, 
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France, and Heireſs of England, ſhe had many great 
and powerful Friends, eſpecially among the Romar 
Catholicks, in which Religion ſhe was educated, and 
ſtrictly adhered to her whole Life; and that ſhe was ſo 
highly eſteemed, not only for her Birth, but alſo for 
her Perſonal and acquired Perfections, was probably 
one Motive for the Jealouſy Queen Elizabeth had of 
her. Ceci/l, Earl of Burleigh, a Miniſter ever wake- 
ful for the Safety of his Royal Miſtreſs, believing that 
Jealouſy but too well grounded, was far from uſing 
any Arguments to remove it, but on the contrary ad- 
viſed the Continuance of that unfortunate Princeſs's 
Captivity. All the Remonſtrances made by Foreign 
Powers ſerved but to furniſh freſh Arguments for her 
more ſtri&t Confinement ; and every Attempt in Eng- 
land for her Enlargement was puniſhed as high Trea- 
ſon. Moreton, the Regent of Scotland, and Head of the 
reformed Religion in that Kingdom, took Care to re- 
preſent Things in ſuch a Light to Queen E//zaber, 
and her Council, as made her to be looked on as the 
moſt formidable Enemy both to the Church and State, 
and all who but ſpoke in her Behalf, no better than 
Incendiaries. The laſt Journey made by Moreton to 
England for this Purpoſe begins the Buſineſs of the 
Play : He brings with him a long Catalogue of freth 
Accuſations againſt his Queen and the Duke of Nor- 
folk, who at the ſame Time returns from viſiting her, 
and being moſt paſſionately enamoured of her, leaves 
nothing unſaid which may clear her of the Crimes laid 
to her Charge ; Queen Elizabeth liftens to them both, 
and the Poet, to illuſtrate his Plot, and at the fame 
Time to add to the other Royal Virtues of E/izabert, 


that 
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that of Pity, makes her yield to the Duke's Sollici- 
tations, and conſent to ſee the unhappy Queen of 
Scotland, The Remonſtrances of Cecil, and Dawi/on 
at that Time Secretary of State, however, prevent 
Queen Elizabeth from giving Audience to Mary on 
her firſt Arrival; but ſhe teſtifies ſo much Concern 
and Tenderneſs whenever ſhe mentions that Princeſs, 
that Moreton begins to fear for the Succeſs of his Pro- 
jets, and believing [Hypocriſy would befriend him 
more than open Malice, he pretends Penitence for all 
he has done, and works himſelf into the Duke of 
Norfolf's Confidence, and encourages his Hope of 
marrying her. In the mean Time Giffard, a Popi/b 
Prieft, diſcovers a Conſpiracy to murder Queen Elixa 
beth, and ſet Mary on the Throne of England, and 
produces Letters from her to Babington and other 
'Traitors. Queen Elixabeth had now ſeen the Scoti/h 
Queen, and was charmed with her Perſon and Be- 
haviour ; but this News ſeems to bring with it a Ne- 
ceſſity of changing her Meaſures ; the Duke of Nor- 
felk is ſeized on Suſpicion, and Moreton contrives to 
have a Paper found under his Bed's Head, which, to- 
gether with his avow'd Deſign of Marrying Queen 
Mary, is ſufficient to render him ſo guilty on his Trial 
as to condemn him, and he, according to his Sen- 
tence, loſt his Head. The Queen is ſoon after ex- 
amined by Lords appointed for her Judges, and by 
them found guilty. Elizabeth endures a ſevere Con- 
Ai& between Pity and a due Regard for her own Safety, 
and the Cauſe of the eſtabliſhed Religion ; but being 
preſſed by Dawvi/on, at length ſigns the Warrant, but 


commands him to delay the Execution. However 
he 


C38] 


he no ſooner has it in his Power than he gives it to 
Cecill, who orders Execution immediately. The 
Scotih Queen receives the Certainty of her Fate 
with a Reſolution worthy of her high Birth, and 
having taken Leave of her Servants, and given 
them what Legacies were in her Power, goes chear- 
fully to Death. Douglas, a noble Scorch Youth, 
her Page, ſwallowed Poiſon, that he might follow her 
to another World. While theſe Things are tranſact- 
ing, Queen Elizabeth receives Intelligence from Scot- 
land, that Moreton was the Perſon that murdered Lord 
Darnly, Husband of the Queen of Scat; on which 
| the ſends to reprieve Mary; but her Orders come too 
late; the Queen is dead, on which ſhe diſmiſſes Da- 
din from his Poſt, is highly incenſed againſt Cecill, 
and commands Moreton to be ſeiſed and ſent to Scot- 
land, there to take his Trial, and with expreſſing the 
utmoſt Grief for the untimely Death of Mary con- 
cludes the Play. 
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ALGCHIMISTZ, 


A COMEDY. 


By Mr. BEN. JounsoN. 


HE Scenery of this Play is confined to the 
Houſe of Mr. Lowewzt, a Gentleman of For- 

tune, who being retired into the Country, during 
the Time of the great Plague, had left the Care of 
his Houſe and Furniture to Feremy his Butler. This 
Fellow was naturally Knaviſh and Cunning, and fall- 
ing into the Acquaintance of Doll Common, a Woman 
of tlie Town, and Subtil, a pretended Alchymi/t and 
Conjurer, they three contrive a Strategem to cheat be- 
lieving Fools. Subtil is placed in one of Loverbit's 
fineſt Apartments, and Jeremy, under the Name of 
Captain Face, and dreſſed like an Officer, frequents all 
publick Places, where he cries up the Reputation of 
Dr. Subtil, and paſſes him on the Town as a Perſon 
who had acquired the Secret of the Philoſopher's 
Stone, and had withall the Command of Spirits. At 
Home he acts the Part of his Servant, and ſeems con- 
tinually employed in Chymical Preparations ; while 
Doll ſerves them both, as Cook, Houſekeeper, and 
Bedfellow, 
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Bedfellow. Sir Epicure Mammon is a filly, lewd, but 
very rich Knight; him they ſo well deceive with the 
Aſſurance of obtaining for him the Power of converting 
all Kind of Metals into Gold, that he not only fur- 
niſhes them with Money to carry on the Work, but 
ſends them in great Stores of Silver, Braſs, Iron, and 
Pewter. Ananias and Tribulation, two Elders of the 
Fanatick Sect, ſtrip their Congregations to ſapply the 
Furnace in the ſame Hope. Dapper, a Lawyer's 
Clerk, grinds his Clients for Preſents to the wonder- 
ful Dr. Subtil, to procure him a familiar Spirit, by 
whoſe Aſſiſtance he might be lucky in Gaming. 
Abel Drugger, a Tobacco-Man does nothing without 
his Advice, and never asks it under a broad Piece. 
Kaftrill, a young Gentleman lately come of Age, rich, 
but extremely Shallow, ſhowers down his Gold to 
learn to huff and quarrel with a good Grace, and 
brings Dame Pliant, his Siſter, a well-jointur'd young 
Widow, to know her Fortune. 

T'hus far the Cheat is carried on with the utmoſt 
Succeſs, and neither the Doctor nor Captain are ſuſ- 
pected for other than they ſeem; till Sir Epicure Mam- 
mon, unable to conceal his Tranſport, acquaints Surly, 
his intimate Friend, with the extraordinary good 
Fortune he imagines himſelf juſt ready to be poſſeſſed 
of, and brings him to ſee how near the Work is :0 
Perfection. Surly is a Man of a quick Apprehenſion, 
and knows the World enough to perceive the Impo- 
ſture: He preſently endeavours to convince Sir Epi- 
cure, that he has to do with Villains: Subtil and Fe- 
remy are no leſs quick-ſighted to their own Danger, 
and to prevent it dreſs up Doll like a Lady of Quality, 

whom 
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whom Zeremy, ſeemingly unknown to the Doctor, 
ſhews to Sir Epicure as the Siſter of a great Lord, 
brought thither to be cured of a Diſorder in her Brain, 
occaſioned by too much Application to Learning. Her 
Beauty, ſuppoſed Quality, and fine Parts fo infatuate 


the Knight that he becomes more in the Power of his 


Deceivers than before, and will not give the leaſt Ear 
to the Remonſtrances of his Friend Surly. Surly on 
the other Hand, reſolving to give Proofs of what he 
can yet only deliver on Suſpicion, diſguiſes himſelf in 
the Habit of a Span; Count, gets acquainted with 
Captain Face, and is by him introduced to Stil; as 
he does not part freely with his Money, they judge a 
Female Temptation the ſureſt Way to make him 
more liberal, and Dell being at that Time engaged 
with Sir Epicure, agree to bring Dame Pliant into his 
Company, tho they had juſt before been ready to 
quarre} which of themſelves ſhould have her. But 
the common Intereſt prevailing, the Doctor prepares 
her for the Meeting, by telling her it is her Fate to 
marry a Spaniſb Count: Her fooliſh Brother commands 
her to be yielding, and Surly takes her into a private 
Room, where he relates to her the whole Trick in- 
tended to be put upon her, aſſures her he ſcorns to 
take Advantage of their Villainy, and deſires ſhe will 
conſider of the Generoſity he has ſhewn, and reward 


his honourable Paſſion by making him her Husband. 


Before ſhe has Time to reply, Subtil and Face come to 
them, and finding the ſuppoſed Count ſtill unwilling 
to give them any Money, fall to rifling his Pockets, 
on which he diſcovers himſelf, and they are in the ut- 


moſt Confuſion. But Face immediately bethinking 
| himſelf 
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himſelf what 1s beſt to do, runs into the next Room 
and tells Kaſtrill that his Siſter and the Doctor have 
bgen both abuſed, that Surly is an Impoſtor ſent. by 
another Conjurer, in ſpite to Subti/, and aſſures him 
the real Count will come in an Hour at fartheſt, 
Kaſtrill on this takes his Siſter from Surly, and Abel 
Drugger and Ananias coming at the ſame Time, both 
fall on him, and oblige him to quit the Houſe. 

They now again begin to revel in Security, when 
Lovewit comes unexpectedly to Town, the Neigh- 
bours inform him that great Reſort has been to his 
Houſe in his Abſence, he knocks at the Door ; but 
Jeremy having ſeen him from the Window does not 
open the Door till Sabtil and he have concluded what 
to do; at length having thrown of his Diſguiſe, he 
lets his Maſter in; but before the Door can be ſhut, 
Sir Fpicure, Surly, Ananias, Kaſtrill and Dapper en- 
deavour to preſs in. Surly has informed Sir Fpicure 
of a!l he diſcovered when in his Diſguiſe ; he now 
believes him, and comes in Hope of being revenged. 
Ananias, Kaſtrill, and Abel Drugger hearing this 
Story are no leſs enraged : Loveæuit knows not what 
to think ; but Feremy finding no other Way tells him 
there is a rich handſome Widow in the Houſe, who 
would make him a good Wife; on which he refuſes 
Entrance to the Complainers, and having ſhut them 
out, goes into a Parlour where Dapper is diſcovered in 
an odd Poſture, waiting for the Queen of Fairies to 
appear to him. His Diſcourſe convinces Lower? of 
the Impoſture has been carried on, however he par- 
dons Feremy, and ſuffers Subtil and Doll to make 


their Eſcapes for the Sake of Dame Pliant, whom he 
likes, 
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likes, and ſoon perſwades to marry him. Sir Epicure 
Mammon, Surly, Ananias, Kaſtrill, and Abel Drugger 
return with Officers to break open the Doors; but 
Lowenwit lets them quietly in: they ſearch for the Im- 
poſtors, but none being found, (for Feremy out of his 
Diſguiſes, as Captain Face, or the Doctor's Man was 
utterly unknown to any of them,) they are obliged 
to content themſelves with lamenting their own Cre- 
dulity and Avarice. 


AMPHITRION: 


OR, 


The two SOCT AS, 
A COMEDY. 


By Mr. DRYDEN. 


HIS Play was originally Plautus's, and from 
him altered by Moliere. Mr. Dryden has very 
artfully retained all the Beauties of theſe two cele- 
brated Authors, and added many of his own. The 
Plot is taken from that well-known Fable of Jupiter 
and Alcmena, and begins with his calling Pharbus 


and 
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and Mercury to his Aſſiſtance for the Enjoyment of 
that beautiful Theban. Amphitrion her Husband being 
General againſt the Te/eboans, and now on his Return, 
after a compleat Victory, and killing King Prerelas 
with his own Hand, Fupiter aſſumes his Shape, 
obliges Mercury to take that of Soca, Amphitrion's 
Man, and Phebus to omit rifing the next Day that 
he may paſs a Night of eight and forty Hours with 
his Miſtreſs. Alcmena deceived by his Appearance 
kiſſes, embraces, and receives him as her Husband. 
The real Amphitrion leaves the Camp, and haſtens 
home; but ſends Socia before with a Preſent of fine 
Jewels taken in the Plunder, and to acquaint her of 
his Approach. Mercury in the Form of Socia ſtands 
Sentry before Amphitrion's Palace, and will not ſuffer 
the real Socia to enter, and on his inſiſting that he is 
Socia beats him till he renounces his Name, and is 
glad to return to his Maſter with this ſtrange Account. 
Mercury having got rid of him goes into the Palace, 
where falling in Love with Pyædra, Woman to Alc- 
mena, he preſents her with a Gold Goblet he had 
ſtolen, by Virtue of his inviſible Picklock, from Judge 
Gripus, who, being Uncle to Alcmena, had accom- 
panied Ampizitrion to the Wars: Pheara gives him 
ſome Hope of ſucceeding in his amorous Suit, but he 
is 10 ill uſed by old Bromia, the termagant Wife of 
the real Sora, that he is obliged to lay her aflcep with 

his Caducers. | 
Amphitrica in the mean Time can ge no Credit 
to the Information of his Man concerning another 
$:cia ; but being entered Thebes meets his Wife, who 
has juſt then been left by 7rpiter, going to the Tem- 
l ple 
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ple to return Thanks for his ſafe Arrival. He accoſt; 
her as after a long Abſence, ſhe inſiſts he has paſſed the 
Night with her, he affirms the Contrary, and in- 
flamed with Jealouſy accuſes her of having wronged 
his Bed: She conſcious of her own Innocence re- 
proaches his Injuſtice, and they part equally incenſed 
againſt cach other; he goes in Search of Witneſſes 
that he came into Thebes but the ſame Hour, and ſhe 
retires into the Houſe to bewail this Change of his 
Behaviour. The true Socia is left behind, and ſtrangely 
perſecuted by his Wife on the one Hand, for the little 
Regard ſhe received from his Likeneſs Mercury, and 
Phedra on the other, who talks of nothing but the 
Gold Goblet, and reproaches him for giving her 
no more, and the ſudden Coldneſs he treats her 
with. 

Jupiter yet unſatiated with the Poſſeſſion of Alemenæ 
returns to her, asks Pardon for the late Behaviour of 
Ampbhitrion, and they are reconciled. Amphitrien, not 
being able to find the Perſons he wanted, comes home 
reſolved to queſtion his Wife farther, but is hindred 
from entering by Mercury in the Shape of Sacia, who 
inſiſts that he is not Amphitrion, and that the true Am- 
phitrion is at that Inſtant with Al/cmena. This makes 
him almoſt deſperate, but he grows ſtill more con- 
founded when Mercury being gone from the Window 
whence he had anſwered him, Sacia who had been 
ſent by Jupiter to invite Judge Cripus and other Ci- 
tizens to an Entertainment, comes with them: He 
proteſts he never ſent him on any ſuch Errand, and 
the other is as poſitive to the contrary. All the Com- 
pany are amazed, but Avilitrionm relolving to be con— 

l vinced 
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vinced of the Meaning of theſe ſtrange Events leaves 
them, to fetch Soldiers to force open the Doors. He 
is no ſooner gone than Jupiter comes to the Window 
and bids them enter, which they all do, tho' more and 
more aſtoniſhed. 

Judge Gripus, being in Love with Pyœara, renews 
his Courtſhip, but ſeeing the gold Goblet challenges 
it for his own, and would have it from her : Mercury, 
threatens him, and at length obliges him to reſign it, 
and alſo his Pretenſions to Pheadra. Amphitrion 
having now got Guards, forces open the Doors, 
and enters his Houſe, all the Company are ſurpriſed 
when they ſee two ſo exactly alike, that there is no 
diſcovering the falſe from the true Amphitrion. Alc- 
mena is alarmed, but her Husband attempts to ruſh 
Sword in Hand on the Invader of his Honour; but 
is witheld by Gripus and the reſt, till Jupiter to 
clear Alemena, and put an End to all their Diſtrac- 
tions, diſcovers himſelf, and aſcends the Clouds be- 
fore their Eyes. Mercury alſo confeſſes himſelf a 
God; and Alcmena being left to the peaceable Poſſeſſion 
of her Husband, Phedra to her own Inclinations, 
and Socia to his old Bromia, make the Gn of 
this diverting Comedy. 
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BEAUX STRATEGEM, 
A COMEDY. 


By Mr. FarQunaAR. 


Imatell and Archer, two Gentlemen of Family, 
having ſpent their Fortunes in the Pleaſures of 
the Town, could think of no other Way of recruiting 
themſelves than by Marriage ; but how to get Wo- 
men of the Circumſtances they wanted was the Query ; 
their Affairs were ſuck as would not bear Inſpection, 
ſo muſt not pretend to be over ſcrutinous into thoſe of 
the Ladies they ſhould attempt, and feared the com- 
mon Fate of Fortune-Hunters, who for the moit part 
are paid in their own Coin, and deceived by thofe 
they weuld deceive. They therefore thought it belt 
to make a Tour into the Country, where the Fortune; 
of V/omen are more eaſily known ; and becauſe they 
could not appear in the Equipage proper for ſuch a 
Leſign, they agreed that one ſhould be the Maſter, 
and the other the Servant, and to take it in turn at 
every other Town, 
Litchfield was the firſt Place they ſtopped at, and 
it was Aimavell'; Lot to be Nlaſter: They took up 
their 
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their Lodgings at a noted Inn, kept by Boniface, who 
was of ſo communicative a Humour in his Cups, that he 
preſently acquainted them with the Names and Eſtates 
of moſt of the chief Gentry in that Part, among otheis 
he makes Mention of a young and beautiful Lady» 
called Dorinda, who has Ten thouſand Pounds in her 
own Hands, and lives with Lady Bountiful, her Mo- 
ther, at the Houſe of her half Brother, Squire Sen, 
a Gentleman, who has 'Three thouſand Pounds a Year, 
and is married to a fine London Lady, whom he uſes 
in the moſt brutal Manner. 

The next Day happening to be Sunday, Aimavell 
goes to Church richly dreſt, and ſending his Eyes 
about in Queſt of what might ſeem fitteſt for his Pur- 
poſe, they are on a ſudden ſtopped on one Face, and 
rivetted there ſo faſt that it was not in his Power to 
withdraw them. The whole Congregation obſerved 
with what Stedfaſtneſs he regards this Lady, and pre- 
ſently give him to her for a Lover; ſhe is not leſs ſen- 
ſible of the Effect of her Charms, and is far from be. 
ing diſſatisſied at it. 

Boniface in the mean Time does not know what to 
think of his Gueſts; they have given him in Charge 
a Portmanteau with Two hundred Pounds in it, (which 
was their whole Stock) in Order, as they ſaid, to 
ave it more ſecure, but indeed to make him look on 
Aimgvell as a Perſon of Conſequence: They had de- 
fired their Horſes to be kept ſadled, and told him they 
knew not whether they might not leave his Houſe at 
a Minute's Warning, or ſtay till the bet Part of that 
Money was ſpent. All this put together makes him 
ſuſpect then Highwaypcn 5 and tho" he harbour'd a 
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Gang of thoſe Villains at his Houſe, and had a Fel- 
low- feeling with them in all their Booties, the Hopes 
of the Reward oftered for detecting a Highwayman, 
joined to the Sum he had in his Hands, would have 
made him rejoice in a Proof that theſe Strangers were 
of the ſame Profeſſion; and as he is ſtrongly of that 
Belief, orders his Daughter Cherry Boniface to be very 
free with Archer, the ſuppoſed Footman, to make 
him drunk, if poſſible, and get the Secret out of him. 
The Girl obeys her Father, but having more Under- 
ſtanding than is common in one of her Rank, finds 
ſomething ſo agreeable in Archer that ſhe falls paſſion- 
ately in Love with him : He ſoon perceives her grow- 
ing Inclination, and as ſhe 1s very young and pretty, 
endeavours to make his Advantage of it ; but her 
Virtue is Proof againſt the Temptation, and all he 
can obtain from her is a Confeſſion of her Love, and 
an Offer of her Perſon with Two thouſand Pounds if 
he will conſent to marry her. 

Aimavell, at his Return from Church, diſcovers 
that the Lady, with whom he is charmed, is no leſs 
rich than beautiful, and that very Dorinda, of whoſe 
Fortune Boniface had given him an Account: The 
Means now of getting acquainted with her is all he 
wants, and as he is conſulting with Archer how t9 
bring it about, Love and Chance unexpectedly come 
in to his Ailiftance. 

Dorinda has no great Reaſon to triumph in her new 
Conqueſt, being herſelf a Victim to the ſame Paſſion : 
She communicates the Secret to her Siſter Sullen, and 
they ſend Scrub, a Footman, to enquire the Name 
and Quality of this agreeable Stranger, but he returus 

without 
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without being able to inform them of either; on 
which they order him to invite Archer, as being a Per- 
ſon of his own Rank, to drink ſome of that Country 
Ale, not doubting but they may learn from him all 
they deſire to know. Scrub goes immediately on this 
Errand, and Archer joyfully complies with the Invi- 
tation. 

When the two Footmen are together, the Ladies 
ſend Gipy their Chambermaid to liſten to their Dif. 
coarſe, who ſoon returns with this Intelligence, that 
Archer's Maſter is Lord Viſcount Aimævell, that he 
has lately fought a Duel at Landon, and retired to that 
Country where he was not known, till he ſhould hear 
whether the Wounds of his Antagoniſt were mortal 
or not: This is tranſporting News to Dorinda, but 
having a Curioſity to ſee the Servant, Mrs. Sallen and 
ſhe paſs through the Hall where Scrub and Archer are 
drinking: They take an Occaſion of ſpeaking to 
him, as he is a Stranger: His genteel Behaviour 
amazes them, but eſpecially Mrs. Sullen, who by her 
Hucband's ill Uſage has a Heart free for a new Im- 
prelion, ſhe likes him prodigiouſly ; and to excuſe 
her Inclination will needs perſwade herſelf that he is 
a Gentleman in Diſguiſe, and imagines he might have 
been my Lord's Second in his pretended Duel. 

Archer, in his Turn, gets a thorough Information 
of all the Affairs of that Family, but returns to Am 
«well with a Heart little leſs enamoured of Mrs. Sallen's 
Charms, than his Friend is of thoſe of her fair Siſter. 
Both equally impatient, they now eaſily form a Plot 
to get into the Company of thoſe who have their 
Hearts, and accompliſh it in this Manner. 
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When the Ladies are all together after Dinner A. 
cher runs haſtily into the Houſe, asks for Lady Boun- 
tyful, entreats her Aſſiſtance for his Maſter, and tells 
her that he 1s fallen into a Fit in the Walk leading up 
to her Houſe: The good old Lady, who is famous 
for diſpenſing Phyſick, and doing Cures, ſends the 
Servants immediately out with an eaſy Chair. Aim- 
wwell is brought into the Houſe in a ſeeming Fit, but 
after ſome Time recovers, and as ſoon as Lady Boun- 
Hull is called out of the Room on ſome other Buſineſs, 
diſcovers his Paſſion to Dorinda. The old Lady re- 
turns, but will not {ſuffer him to go into the Air till 
he is more eſtabliſhed, and bids her Daughter ſhew 
the Gentleman the Houle and Pictures: A:mell begs 
Permiſſion his Servant may be allowed the ſame Fa- 
vour, having an excellent Taſte of Painting, and 
this being granted, Archer has an Opportunity of in- 
gratiating himſelf yet more with Mrs. Salley. As 
they are on departing, Aimwell orders the ſecming 
Footman to give two Gnineas among the Servants. 
Archer puts one of them into Scrub's Hands, and tells 
him he has another for Gh, on which Scrub takes 
him aſide, and fays that if he will beſtow on him the 
Guinea intended for her, he will diſcover a Plot: A.. 
cher, believing it may be ſomething for their Intereſt 
to know, complies with his Requeſt ; ana the other 
informs him that there is a French Count in 'Town 
who has been long in Love with Mrs. Sen, that 
G?p/y has received a Preſent of twenty Guineas to let 
him into her Chamber at Midnight, and that a Prieſt, 
who calls himſelt Foygard, has negotiated the whole 
Affair, and is to introduce him. 
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Archer no ſooner receives this Intelligence than he 
caſts about in his Mind how to go in the Count's 
Stead, and at length hits on this Contrivance : He lass 
ſeen Foygard at Boniface's, and is ſure he is an Tig 
man by his Speech: Aimmwe!! therefore watches the 
Opportunity of finding him alone, and ſeizes him 
under Pretence of his being a Traitor to the Govern- 
ment, and that being a Subject of En2/and, and not be- 
longing to an Ambaſſador, aslæs how he dares officiate in 
the Manner of the Church of Reme ; Foygard pretends 
to be born at Bru/els, and denies being a Subject of 
England, but Archer comes in, talks i to him, 
faces him down that he is his Relation, and that they 
went to School together; the other confeſſes himſelf 
born in K:/kenny ; They threaten to ſend for a Con- 
ſtable and have him hanged, which terrifies him ſo 
that he readily complies with Archer's Deſire, and 
promiſes him to conduct him into Mrs. Sullen's Cham- 
ber by the Aſſiſtance of Gzp/ey, over whom he has an 
abſolute Power. 

The wiſhed for Hour being arrived, Archer throws 
off his Livery, and dreſſes in his richeſt and moſt be- 
coming Cloaths, but he is ſcarce out of the Houſe be- 
fore Cherry Boniface 1s in Search of him through every 
Room. Gibbet, _ Hounſlow, and Bag ſhot, three noto- 
rious Highwaymen, whom Boniface encourages, have 
that Night by his Inſtigation agreed to rob Mr. Sullen's 
Houſe : Lady Bountyful is Godmother to Cherry, and 
her Love to the Family as well as her ſecret Abhorrence 
of her Father's vile Practices makes her reſolve to ac. 
quaint Archer with the Truth, and take his Advice 
how to prevent it; but being unable to find him, ſhe 


C 3 knocks 


30 


knocks at AimwelPs Chamber-Door, and informs 
him that Thieves are that Moment breaking into the 
Houſe where his Miſtreſs is, but without mentioning 
any Thing of her Father: He flies immediatly to 
the Relief of his Charmer, conducted by her whe 
knew the Place, by which they entered. 

In the mean while Archer is in Mrs. Sullen's Cham- 
der, where he makes Uſe of all his Rhetorick to 
perſwade her to reward his Paſſion: Her Virtue vi- 
gorouſly reſiſts; but at length half perſwading, half 
compelling, ſhe is almoſt won, when an Outcry of 
Thieves obliges him to defiſt : He retreats behind the 
Bed at the Sight of a Man with a dark Lanthorn 
coming croſs the Gallery, thinking to have the more 
Advantage over him by Surpriſe : Gibbet comes into 
the Room, and is going to take off her Jewels ; but 
Archer raſhes from his Concealment, diſarms and 
takes him, then delivers him to Scrub and Foypard 
to keep ſecure ; the Cries of the other Ladies calling 
him to their Aſſiſtance, he runs as directed by the 
Sound, and finds Lady Bountyful and Dorinda in the 
Hands of Hounſlow and Bag hot ; Archer is going to 
engage them both, when Aimcuell, conducted by 
Cherry comes to ſecond him: The Rogues are both 
taken, and Cherry Boniface ſteals out to give her 
Father Notice, who, on this, packs up his Money, 
and makes off for Fear of being apprehended. Aimwell 
takes the Opportunity of Lady Hountyful's being gone 
to fetch ſome Powder tor a Wound Archer received, to 
plead the Merit of his Service, and to engage Dorinda to 
marry him privately that Night; ſhe makes ſome faint 
Denials, but at laſt conſents, and Archer goes out to 
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fetch Foygard to perform the Ceremony: Aimaucll be- 
ing ſo near, as he imagines, the Poſſeſſion of his 
Wiſhes, the Generoſity of his Soul joined to the real 
Paſſion he has for Dorinda renders him unable to con- 
tinue the Deception; he confeſſes himſelf to be only 
the Brother of the Lord he repreſents, and ſhews that 
he is ſtill above owing the Bleſſing of her Love to 
any Thing but his own juſt Senſe of it: She receives 
the Declaration with Pleaſure, and affares him that 
ſince ſhe has a Fortune to make them eaſy, ſhe rejoices 
to give this Proof that ſhe valued him only for his 
Merit. Archer now returns with the Prieſt ; but as 
the Ceremony is going to be performed, Gip/ey comes 
in, and whiſpers Dorinda, on which ſhe tells the Prieſt 
her Mind is altered, and he may depart, then leaves 
them without any further Explanation of her Mean- 
ing: A:mwell is confounded at this Procedure, and 
telling Archer how frank he has been, the other no 
longer doubts but he has loſt her, and it almoſt comes 
to a Quarrel between them: Archer looking on him- 
ſelf as a Party concerned, becauſe it had been agreed 
that which ever of them married firſt, the ether ſhould 
have half the Lady's Fortune. But as they arc in this 
Debate, Dorinda returns, wiſhes Aimwe!! Joy on his 
being the real Viſcount, acquaints him that his Bro- 
ther is dead, and that the Cauſe of her diſmiſſing the 
Prieſt was the being told this News, aſſures him her 
Generoſity is not leſs than his, and ſince her Fortune 
could not overbalance his Title, if he really loved her, 
the Marriage had now no need of being performed in 
a Clandeſtine Manner: Aimwell is very much ſur- 
priſed, but the Truth is confirmed by Sir Charles 
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Hen au, that Gentleman is Brother to Mrs. Sullen, 
who being urged by the complaining Letters of his 
Siſter, is come to take her from her Husband. The 
Propoſal is made to Mr. Sullon, who readily conſents to 
part with his Wife, but not her Fortune, till Archer 
puts it out of his Power to refuſe, by delivering all 
the Deeds, Settlements, and Marriage-Writings into 
Sir CHarles's Hands, which were all taken out of Mr. 
Sullen's Cabinet by the Rogues, and again forced from 
them by Archer. Sullen finding no Remedy is com- 
pelled to yield. And the Play ends with their Di- 
vorce, AimwelPs Marriage, and a Letter ſent from 
Cherry Boniface with the 200 /. left in her Father's 
Hands by Archer, who begs Dorinda to take her into 
her Service inſtead of Gip/ey. 
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q A COMEDY. 


By Mrs. CexTt Livae. 


HIS Play has a double Plot, but fo artfully 
contrived that the Parties concerned in each 

are ſubſervient to the other. Sir George Airy, a Gen- 
tleman of Four thouſand Pounds a Year, divides his 
Inclination 
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Inclination between two Women : He is charmed with 
the Wit and Gaiety of the one, to whoſe Name and 
Character he is a perfect Stranger; and dies for the 
Beauty of the other, to whom he has never ſpoke: 
The former follows him, in a Mask, to all publick 
Places, accoſts, and rallies him: The Latter he can 
ſee only at a Diſtance, but knovys her to be an Heireſs 
worth Thirty thouſand Pounds, her Name Miranda, 
and that ſhe is under the Guardianſhip of Sir Francis 
Gripe, an avaricious hard-hearted old XIan. 

_ Charles the only Son of Sir Francis Gripe, and 
intimate Friend of Sir George Airy, is a Gentleman 
who owes a liberal Education to the Indulgence of an 
Uncle, as alſo a good Eſtate left at his Death, tho 
kept from the Enjoyment of it by his cruel Father, 
He is paſſionately in Love with, and beloved by Ja- 
binda, Daughter of Sir Jealous Traffick, a Merchant, 
who, by having lived ſome . Time in Spain, is be- 
come fo great an Admirer of the Cuſtoms of that 
Country as not to permit the Women of Jus Family 
to be ſeen by any of a different Sex: This Humour of 
the old Man throws almoſt inſuperable Piſficulties in 
the Lovers Way, which together with the Freatment 
he receives from his Father, renders Chari; very un- 
happy. 

Avarice is not the only CharaQteriſticic of Sir Francis 
Gripe, at leaſt it is ſo blended with another, tho" very 
different Paſſion, that it is hard to determine which 13 
predominant. Advanced as he is in Years, he views 
the Beauties of his lovely Charge with amorous Eyes: 
He compares her Charms with thoſe of his Gold, and 
ſcarce knows which are brighteſt. Her vait Fortune 
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adds Fewel to the Flame, and Love and Intereft 
combined make it too ſtrong to be concealed, much leſs 
repelled : He declares himſelf to her, and ſhe, finding 
Piſſimulation abſolutely neceſſary to the Preſervation 
of her Liberty, ſeems to liſten with Pleaſure to his 
Dotage, and flatters him with a Belief that of all 
Mankind he is moſt agreeable to her Humour, tho' at 
the ſame Time ſhe is ſecretly in Love with Sir George 
Airy, and puts in Practice every Method of engaging 
him. 

The chief Characters are in this Situation at the 
Drawing up the Curtain, and the various Contrivances 
made Uſe of to attain their different Ends, 1s the 
Buſineſs of the ſucceeding Scenes. 

Charles, jadging by Appearances, doubts not of 
Miranda's Reſolution to marry his Father, and gives 
Sir George his Reaſons for believing ſo; but all he 
urges on that Head is ineffectual to make the other of 
his Opinion : He cannot think a Lady of her Youth, 
Beauty and Fortune can throw herſelf into the Arms 
of old Age, Diſeaſes, and ill Nature, yet unpatient to 
be ſatisfied of the Truth, he propoſes to give Sir 
Francis, whom he meets in the Park, a Purſe of Fifty 
Guineas for the Opportunity of ſpeaking to Miranda 
for the Space of ten Minutes, the Miſer makes ſome 
Difficulty at firſt, but on Condition he may be in the 
ſame Room, tho? out of Hearing, and that Sir George 
will give a Hundred, at laſt conſents : The Bargain is 
made, and Miranda over-hearing it, tho' ſhe is in- 
ſinitely pleaſed with the Pains Sir George takes to de- 
clare himſelf, refolves to have ſome Sport with this 
Adventure. 

Sir 
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Sir George has no ſooner parted from Sir Francis, 
than his Incognita unexpectedly ſtarts out upon him: 
He reſolves to be no longer in a Dilemma on her Ac- 
count, and tells her plainly he will not part with her 
till ſhe has let him ſee her Face, or at leait diſcovered 
to him her Name and Place of Abode : All theſe are 
Articles ſhe is determined not to grant, and having a 
ready Wit takes this Method of evading. She feigns 
herſelf no longer refractory to his Defires ; but pre- 
tends Shame will not permit her to diſcover who fl.e 
15, and the Motives that induced her fo frequently to 
ingage him, while ſhe ſees his Face, therefore begs he 
will turn his Back during the Account. Sir George 
complies with her Requeſt, and ſhe begins a long 
Story of having fallen in Love with him at Paris, 
ſtill drawing farther from him, every Sentence ſhe 
ipeaks, till at laſt ſhe runs quite away. Sir George 
wonders ſhe ſtops her Diſcourſe, defires her to pro- 
ceed ; but finding no Anſwer turns about and ſees 
himſelf alone. To have been deceived in this Man- 
ner a little vexes him, but the natural Gaicty of his 
Temper, and Hopes of ſucceeding better with N- 
randa leave him not without Conſolation. 

Sir Francis in the mean Time acquaints his fair 
Ward of the Bargain he has made with Sir George : 
She affects to laugh immoderately at it, ridicules the 
Folly of young Men, and magnifies the Happineſs of 
being married to a Perſon of an advanced Age, So- 
briety, and Wiſdom ; then tells him that ſhe thinks 
the greateſt Mortiſication ſhe can give Sir George will 
be not to anſwer him one Word, but be dumb to all 
he ſays, The old Fellow is pleas'd beyond Meaſure 
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with the Mark he imagines ſhe gives him of her Af- 
tection, and approves her Project. 

The Hour appointed for this Interview being ar- 
rived, Sir Francis introduces Sir George, who on re- 
ceiving no Reply to all the fine Things he ſays to 
Miranda, imagines ſhe has been enjoined Silence by 
her Guardian, therefore begs ſhe will diſcover her 
Mind by Signs; but ſhe making but few that are in- 
telligible to him, and being removed by Sir Francis 
on the Expiration of the ten Minutes, he is obliged 
to quit the Houſe little ſatisfied with the Succeſs of 
his Project. ; 

While Sir George was receiving theſe two Diſap- 
pointments, firſt from his Incagnita, and after from 
Miranda, Charles was not leſs perplexed. He has 
heard that Sir, Jealous Traffick had reſolved to marry 
his Daughter to a young Spaniard, called Don Deigo 
Babbinetto, who was every Day expected in England 
for that Purpoſe, every Thing concerning the Mar- 
riage being already agreed upon between them by 
Letters. He is in the utmoſt Impatience to ſee Ja. 
binda on this Occaſion, and ſends his Man Whiſper to 
fee if the Coaſt be clear for him to viſit her. As 
I/hifper is ſauntering before the Door, hoping to ſee 
Mrs. Patch, I/abinda's Maid, Sir Fealous comes out, 
and being ſuſpicious of every Thing in the Shape of 
a Man near his Houſe, queſtions him what and who 
he wants: The Poor Fellow is a little at a loſs for 
an Excuſe, but at length pretends he is in Search 
of a little Dog, which he thought had run into his 
Houſe ; Sir Jealous is not very well fatisfied with 
this Anſwer, but as he can get no other, contents 
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himſelf with forbidding him to come any more there 
in Search of any Thing. As ſoon as Whiſper ſees he 
is gone down the Street, he ſpeaks to Patch, who tells 
him her Lady is alone, and would be glad to ſee his 
Maſter. ; 

Having executed his Commiſſion he returns to his 
Maſter, and finds him in Company with Sir George 
Airy and Marplot, but becauſe no Mention has hi. 
therto been made of this laſt Gentleman, and he has 
a good Share in the remaining Buſineſs of the Play, 
it will not be improper to give his Character. He 
is a young Gentleman yet under Age, and under the 

Guardianſhip of Sir Francis Gripe, good-natur'd, 
a great Admirer of Sir George Airy, and a ſincere 
Friend to Charles, but very filly and Inquiſitive. 
Whiſper on Sight of him takes his Maſter aſide to let 
him know the Succeſs of his Embaſſy ; which ſo ex- 
cites Marplot's Curiofity, that on Charles's refuſing to 
tell him the Buſineſs, or permitting him to accom- 
pany him where he is going, he reſolves to watch 
him at a Diſtance ; which he does, and ſees him 
enter Sir Fealous Traffick's Houſe ; tho* whom he viſits 
there he cannot gueſs, but to find that out too, he 
places himſelf pretty near the Door, in Hope of diſ- 
covering ſomewhat by thoſe who ſhall paſs in or out, 
He has not been long on his Poſt, before Sir Fealous 
returns, Whiſper {till runs in his Head, he cannot 
help believing that Fellow had ſome other Buſineſs 
than looking for a Dog, and comes home again to 
ſee if all be ſafe; as he is going to knock at the 
Door, he ſwears if he finds any Man in the Houle, 
he'll murder him, Which Masplot overbearing, and 
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knowing Charles is there, comes forward, and thinks 
to bully the old Fellow out of his Reſolution, bidding 
him let the Gentleman come ſafely out, and threat- 
ning moſt violently, if he offers him any Injury. This 
Rodomontado convinces Sir Fealous there is Somebody 
within, and ſuppoſing Marp/et one of the Accomplices, 
falls on him, and beats him moſt unmercifully ; on 
which Marplat cries out Murder, and Sir Feahus 
leaves him, to go in Search of the Perſon within. 
In the mean Time Patch, having ſeen her Maſter 
from the Window, gives Intelligence to the Lovers, 
and Charles having no other Way to eſcape, jumps 
from the Balcony upon Marplot, and finding it was 
he that had given the Alarm to Sir Jealous, takes 
him by the Throat, and almoſt choaks him. Poor 
Marplot who had done all for the beſt, finding he 
had been guilty of a Blunder, has little to ſay for 
himſelf, but runs to Sir Francis Gripe's, in Hopes of 
getting ſomething out of Miranda that may oblige 
Sir George, and by that Means reconcile him to 
Charles. | 

Miranda and Sir Francis are laughing at Sir George 
Airy and his hundred Pound Bargain, when Mar plot 
comes in: He upbraids them both for contriving to 


cheat his Friend, and Miranda to aſſure Sir Francis 


of her Love to him, ſpeaks in the moſt contemptible 
Manner of Sir George, but at the fame Time under 
Colour of abuſing makes an Aſſignation with him: 
She bids Marple tell him if he dares to ſaunter about 
the Garden- gate at eight o'Clock at Night he ſhall 
be faluted with a Piſtol or a Blunderbuſs. Marplot 
makes haſte away after this Meſſuage to prevent Sir 
George 
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George from running himſelf into any Danger, When 
he is gone Miranda ſays ſo many obliging Things to 
her Guardian, that he thinks this a proper Time to 
preſs her to marry him; ſhe readily promiſes him on 
Condition that he will firſt make her Miſtreſs of her 
Eſtate, which without his Conſent ſhe was not to en- 
Joy till the Age of Twenty-five: He heſitates a little 
on that Article; but ſhe fo artfully ſooths his fooliſh 
Paſſion, that he at length conſents, and Writings..are 
ordered to be drawn accordingly. 

Marplot finds Sir George and Charles at a Tavern: 
He delivers the Meſſage in the fame Words Miranda 
gave it, which Sir George preſently comprehending 
1s very much tranſported, and reſolves to obey the 
Summons. Charles has prepared a Letter for {/abinda 
on the Occaſion of their late Interruption, and ſends 
it by Whiſper. Marpht is diſtracted to know where 
that Letter is going, but dares not ask Queſtions ; he 


alſo imagines by Sir George's Behaviour that there is 


ſomething more in the Story of the Garden-gate, 
than they diſcover to him, and as ſoon as he gets 
out of Charles's Company, who takes him kome to 
prevent his following Sir George, runs to Sir Francis 
Gripe's to ſee what he can find out. 

IWhiſper being ſent, as aforeſaid, with the Letter, is 
ſo lucky to meet Patch, he delivers it to her, and the 
informs him that Sir Fealous is to have Company to ſup 
with him that Night, that her Mittreſs according to 
the Spaniſb Faſhion is to Keep in her Chamber, and 
that his Maſter may come in, by the help of a Ladder 
of Ropes, at the Cloſet Window, which ſhall be left 
open. Whiffger leaves her to carry the Meſſage to 

Charles, 
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Charles, and Patch thro' Miſtake puts the Letter he 
has given her beſide her Pocket. Sir Jealous having 
juſt received News that Don Diego Babbinetto is ar- 
rived, and will be in Town next Day, is going to his 
Daughter's Apartment to acquaint her with it ; he 
finds the Letter Patch has drop'd, but it being wrote 
in Characters contrived between the Lovers, he under. 
ſtands not a Word in it, nor to whom directed: His 
ſuſpicious Nature, however, makes him fancy it was 
intended for his Daughter, therefore reſolves to watch 
her cloſe that Night, and the next diſpoſe of her to 
the Spaniard. To this End he ſends to prevent all 
the expected Gueſts from coming, and orders Supper 
to be ſerved up in Iſabinda's Chamber. That young 
Lady, who expects Charles every Moment is ſtrangely 
alarmed, and is going to ſend Patch to let him know 
the Diſappointment, when Sir Jealous enters that 
Moment and will not ſuffer her to ſtir out of the 
Room. He ſhews /abinda the Letter he has found, 
a:ks her if ſhe knows any Thing of it, ſhe denies 
it, and Patch to get it out of his Hands, ſcreams 
out, and ſays 'tis a Charm for the Tooth-ach, which 
ſhe has loſt out of her Boſom: Sir Fealous believing 
her in his Interelt, is ſomewhat appeaſed. He ſits 
down to Supper, but 1/abinda is too much terrified 
with the Apprehenſions of Charles coming, that ſhe 
cannot eat one bit, on which her Father orders her to 
play a Tune on her Spinet, and Patch to ſing ; they 
obey, but with very diſcordant Notes. As they are 
thus employed, Charles aſcends the Cloſet Window, 
and runs into the Room, but on Sight of Sir Jeal;us 


as ſuddenly retreats. Sir Jealous has a Glimpſe of 


him, 
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him, and riſes in a Rage, but, as he is going after 
him into the Cloſet, Jabinda counterfeits a Swoon, 
falls before the Door, this ſtops him till Charles has 
Time to get down the ſame Way he came up, and 
Sir Fealous on ſearching the Cloſet finds no body 
there: However, he is poſitive he ſaw a Man, and 
now, not doubting but Patch has betray'd her Truſt, 
turns her that Moment out of Doors, locks up his 
Daughter in his own Apartment, and ſwears ſhe ſhall 
ſee nothing but himſelf till ſhe is married to Babbinetto. 
Patch in going out meets Charles, tells him what has 
happened, and adviſes him to get a Spani/h Dreſs, 
and as he can ſpeak the Language, perſonate Don 
Deigo Babbinetto; the Propoſition is too good to be re- 
jected, he goes immediately about it, and Patch to 
Miranda, whoſe Servant ſhe has formerly been, to in- 
form her of theſe Accidents, | 

Sir George Airy at eight o'Clock goes to the Gar- 
den-gate, which he finds open, and Scentæwell, Mi- 
randa's Maid, ready to receive, and introduce him to 
her Miſtreſs; and he has the inexpreſſible Satisfaction 
to find by the Sound of that Lady's Voice that his 
witty Jncognita, and the lovely Miranda are the 
ſame Woman: The Pains ſhe has taken to engage 
him in the former Character, is ſufficient to aſſure 
him of the Affection of the latter; and as a formal 
Courtſhip on the one Side was wholly unneceſlary, fo 
too much Coyneſs would have been a palpable Af- 
fectation on the other. She acquaints him by what 
Means ſhe has got the Writings of her Eſtate in 
her Power, and that Sir Francis depending on the 
Promiſe ſhe had made of marrying him, is gone to 
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DoFors-Commons for a Licence, but that ſhe has plant- 
ed Emiſlaries in his Way to call him to Ep/om to be 
Executor to a Perſon at the Point of Death. As 
they are in this Converſation, Scentabell runs in and 
tells them her Maſter and Mr. Marplot are juſt com- 
ing into the Houſe. It was the ill Fortune of this 
Buſy Body always to do Miſchief where he meant a 
Kindneſs: He had met Sir Francis, and remonſtrated 
to him how dreadful an Accident it would be, if M.- 
randa ſhould really ſhoot Sir George, as ſhe had 
threatned ; and the old Man to avert the Danger of 


ſuch a Behaviour, as well as to take Leave of his 


dear Charge before he went to Ep/om, returned home 
much ſooner than he was expected. Miranda know- 
ing, if he ſhould find Sir George with her in that 
Criſis, all would be diſcovered, is in the utmoſt 
Confuſion how to conceal him, and having no other 
Place obliges him to ſtand behind a Chimney-Board. 
Sir Francis having ſome Orange-peel in his Hand 
bids Scentwell lift up the Board that he may throw 
it into the Chimney, on which Miranda tells him 
ſhe has a Monkey ſhut up there till ſhe has got a 
Chain for it; and if he ſhould let it out, it was ſo 
wild it would break all her China. Sir Francis 
ſuſpects nothing, and having told her the Buſineſs that 
calls him to Ep/om takes his Leave, ſhe out of 
Complaiſance will needs ſee him to his Coach : Mar- 


plot curious to ſee the Monkey, becauſe ſhe has forbid 


him, lifts up the Board as ſoon as ſhe is out of the 
Room, and ſeeing a Man there, whom he does not 
preſently know to be Sir George, is ſo much ſurpriſed 


that he cries out Thieves. Sir George takes hold 
on 
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on him, and by his Words and Actions convinces 
him of the Truth, on which he promiſes to bring him 
off, bids him throw down the Tea-'Table, break the 
China and run into the next Room. Sir George takes 
his Council, and Sir Francis and Miranda coming up 
Stairs again on the Cry of Thieves, he tells them he 
has been ſo unfortunate to let out the Monkey. Sir 
Francis is angry with his Curioſity, orders the Ser- 
vants to catch the Monkey, and once more takes his 
Leave, He is no ſooner out of the Houſe than Sir 
George comes forth, and having pardoned Marplot on 
his Submiſſion, entreats Miranda to put it out of the 
Power of any future Accidents to divide them, by 
marrying him that Moment ; ſhe conſents, and as they 
are going Patch enters, and ſeeing Sir George, tells 
him that Charles has an immediate Occafion for his 
Aſſiſtance; he reſolves to go as ſoon as the Ceremony 
of Marriage with Miranda is over, and Patch and 
Marplot accompany them to ſee it performed. 

After theſe happy Lovers have exchanged that 
Name for others more agreeable to their Wiſhes, Sir 
George haſtens to his Friend Charles, and Miranda 
returns home to pack up what Things ſhe has of 
Value: While thus employed, Sir Francis comes back 
having met the Perſon in good Health on the Road, 
whom he thought dying : Seeing Patch he enquires 
her Buſineſs, and Miranda tells him ſhe is come to 
invite her to 7/abinda's Wedding, who is that Night 
to be married to a Span; Merchant: Sir Francis is 
ſatisfied, will needs wait on her thither, and hopes 
the Sight of Matrimony will tempt her to perform 
her Promiſe. 


Sir 
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Sir George finds Charles equipping himſelf in a Spa- 
1% Habit, and that the Part deſigned for him in this 
Affair is to perſonate Mr. Meanwell, an Englih Mer- 
chant, and Correſpondent of Don Deigo's Father. 
When they are both ready they go to Sir Jealous 
Trafick's, who receives them as the Perſons they 
repreſent. Charles delivers him a Letter which is fo 
well counterfeited by one that Patch had ſtolen, and 
given to him of that Gentleman's Hand, that Sir 
Jealous has not the leaſt Suſpicion : I/abinaa is ready 
to die at firſt Sight of the ſuppoſed Spaniard, but Sir 
George finding the Means to let her into the Secret, 
ſhe conſents to marry him, tho' with a ſeeming Re- 
luctance, the better to deceive her Father; and a 
Parſon is immediately ſent for to join their Hands. 

Marplot has all this while been hunting over the 
whole Town for Charles, and at laſt ſeeing Whiſper 
at the Corner of that Street, imagines he mult be in 
the ſame Houſe, whence he once ſaw him drop from 
the Balcony : He has alſo been informed that he had 
borrowed a Spaniſb Habit from the Playhouſe, and 
imagining this will be a Diſcovery worth making, 
reſolves to prove his Wit and Sagacity by letting 
Charles ſee nothing can be concealed from him: He 
knocks boldly at the Door, and deſires to ſpeak with 
a Gentleman that came in lately : The Servant asks 
if it is Signior Babbinetto or Meanwel! he wants, 
he tells him neither, but a Gentleman in a Spanih 
Habit. The Servant doubts there is ſome Trick in 
the Affair, deſires Marplot to walk in, and informs 
his Maſter of what he ſaid. Sir Jealous comes to 
him, and knowing him to be the Perſon he had beat 

ſome 
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ſome Time before, begins to threaten him if he does 
not tell whom he wants, on which Marplot con- 
feſſes that the Gentleman he would ſpeak with is 
Charles, Sir Francis Gripe's Son, and that he uſed to 
come there ſometimes. This is ſufficient to rouſe the 
long-ſleeping Suſpicions of Sir Fealous, he calls out to 
ſtop the Marriage, and ſwears he will have better 
Proofs that the intended Bridegroom is Don Deigo. 
Sir George on hearing this draws his Sword, and ſuffers 
no body to come into the Room till the Ceremony is 
entirely compleated: Sir J-a/ous having no other 
Way to revenge himſelf beats Marplat. The New- 
wedded Pair throw themſelves at his Feet, avow the 
Truth, and beg his Bleſſing ; in that Moment Sir 
Francis and Miranda come in; and that Lady de- 
claring her Marriage with Sir George, and giving 
Charles the Writings of his Uncle's Eſtate, which 
ſhe has privately taken out of Sir Francii's Cabinet, 
reconciles Sir Jealous to the Deceit put upon him; 
but the diſappointed Guardian is in ſuch a Rage that 
he quits the Houſe, curſing them all. Patch is 
taken again into Jabinda's Service, and poor Mar- 
plot forgiven. So that the Comedy concludes with 


rendring none of the Characters unhappy but that 
which molt merits to be ſo. 


CAT. 
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A TRAGEDY. 


By Mr. Appisox. 


Fter the Battle of Pharſalia had decided the 
great Controverſy between Cz/ar and Pompey, 
Cato, who had fided with the Latter, retired to Utica, 
accompanied by ſome choſen Friends, and ſuch whom 
he thought had moſt the Cauſe of Liberty at Heart. 
Among this Number were Portizs and Marcus, his 
Sons, Lucius an old Senator, Fuba, Prince of Numidia, 
and Semproniun. The Love of Glory was not the 
fole Motive which induced theſe two laſt to follow the 
Fortunes of Cato: They were both enamoured of the 
Charms of his fair Daughter Marcia; but as that 
Paſſion operates differently on diflerent Tempers, it 
excited in young Jaba an Ambition of rendring him- 
ſelf worthy of the Object of his Deſires: In Sempronius 
it prompted to all Sorts of Meaſures, without Di- 
ſtinction of good or ill, which promiſed Gratifica- 
tion. 

Notwithſtanding the Severity of Cato, both theſe 
Lovers ventured to declare their Inclinations ; he ab- 
ſolutely rctuſed Sempronius; but contented himſelf 
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with telling Fuba this was not a fit Time to think 
on Love. This Behaviour ſo incenſed Sempronius, that 
he employs Emiſſaries to inſtigate the Citizens of 
Utica to Rebellion, not doubting but that if he can 
deſtroy, or give up Cato to Cæſar, who is on his Ap- 
proach to that Place, he ſhall obtain Marcia from the 
Victor's Hands as a Reward of his Service. 

His Arts are ſucceſsful enough with the Populace 
to cauſe a Riſing, but it is immediately quell'd by 
the Preſence of Cats, and the Speech he makes to 
them: Sempronius, to cover his Treaſon in fomenting 
this Diſturbance, is the loudeſt in demanding Juſtice 
ſhould be executed on the Criminals : And the Heads 
of the Faction being delivered to his Hands, he ſends 
to immediate Death the poor Wretches whoſe Guilt 
his own Artifices had occaſioned, 

Cz/ar in the mean Time, drawing nearer to Utica, 
ſends Decius a Roman Knight to offer favourable 
Conditions to Cato; but that great Man diſdaining to 
owe any Thing to the Perſon who would enſlave 
Rome, rejects his Propoſals, and reſolves to perſevere 
in the Service of his Country, thc” he falls a glorious 
Victim in the common Ruin. 

The Approach of C#/ar, and the deſperate Con- 
dition to which the Hopes of Cato are reduced, in- 
cline Syphax, chief Counſellor to the Namidian Prince, 
and Commander under him of all the Forces brought 
from that Country for the Roman Service, to enter 
into new Meaſures. Semprenius is concerting for be- 
traying every Thing into Cz/ar's Hands. He en- 
deavours to bring his Prince into his Party, but f,nd- 
ing no Succeſs in that Attempt, becomes as falſe to 

him 


- 
- * — 
_ * * . - 
— — 
—— 
— — "_ — 
r A A A ER. 


481 
him as to Cato; and perceiving that Sempronius cannot 
think of leaving Utica without Marcia, lends him 
the Guards and Habit of the Numidian Prince, that 
ſo diſguiſed he may with the more Facility enter her 
Apartment, and force her to be the Companion of 
their Flight. 

While pernicious Deſigns are thus forming againſt 
the Liberty of Rome, and Life of Cato, neither the 
Affairs of State, the Fatigues of War, the Miſeries 
of their Country, the Danger of their glorious Sire, 
nor their own, are ſufficient to guard his youthful 
Family from the Aſſaults of Love: Marcia in ſecret 
Sighs for Fuba, and both her Brothers for Lucia, 
Daughter to Lucius: Twould be to wrong the Paſ. 
ſion of either to ſay it was inferior to that of the other, 
but Portius the elder, knowing the violent Temper 
of his Brother Marcus, forbears to acquaint him with 
his Love; and Lucia, tho' ſhe loves Portius with the 
ſame Tenderneſs ſhe is beloved, has too great a Re- 
gard for the Sons of Cato, and Brothers of Marcia, to 
give either of them Diſpair, therefore carefully con- 
ceals her Sentiments of both. Marcia too, like her 
noble Father, thinks every Conſideration ſhould be 
that of her Country's Welfare, and indulges not her 
gayer Inclinations, nor gives Juba any Room to 
hope he has the leaſt Intereſt in her Heart, till an 
unexpected Accident, in Spite of her, reveals the 
Secret. | 

Sempronius being come into her Apartment on the 
before-mentioned bold Deſign, it was the good For- 
tune of Jula to enter immediately after, and per- 
ceiving the Impoſtor, they ſght, and the perſidious 
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Roman receives from his Hand the juſt Puniſhment of 
his intended Crime : Marcia coming with Lucia from 
an inner Chamber ſees the dead Body, and miſtaking 
it for that of Fuba pours forth ſuch Lamentations over 
it as Jeave that Prince, who unſeen by her hears all 
ſhe ſays, no Room to doubt of her Affection; and 
fills him with a Tranſport, which for ſome Moments 
makes him forget the publick Troubles, or the In- 
telligence he has juſt received, that in his Abſence all 
Numidie is revolted from him. 

But his preſent Joys ſoon meet with a new and 
moſt unexpected Alloy: The Traitor Szphax with all 
his Troops had forced a Paſſage through the City 
Gates, in Order to go off to Cæſar: Marcus was lain 
in oppoſing their Attempt ; and if there was the leaſt 
Shadow of a Conſolation in this ſad Event, it was to 
hear that the brave Youth had killed with his own 
Hand that baſe Betrayer of his Truſt. 

All the little Senate of Utica, every noble Roman 
laments the Fate of Marcus. Cato alone appears 
Tranquil, and if he weeps, tis not becauſe himſelf, 
but Nome has loſt in him a worthy Son. But the 
Death of this young Hero ſeems only the Fore-runner 
of greater Ills: Cz/ar is arrived almoſt at the Walls 
of Utica : No Remedy remains between Death, Flight, 
or yielding to what Terms the Conqueror will beſtow : 
Two of theſe are beneath the Dignity of Cats's Soul; 
but as he has Ships in Readineſs to fail, adviſes thoſe 
of his Friends, who are unwilling to truſt the Mercy 
of Cx/ar, to make their Eſcape ; then, deſiring Pi vac 
paſſes ſome little Time in Reflection on Plato's Im- 
mortality of the Soul, and reſolute not to outlive the 

Vol. I. D Li. 


. 50 ] 

Liberty of Rome falls on his Sword. With his laſt 
Breath he bequeaths Marcia to the Prince of Numidia ; 
and deſires Lacius that the Friendſhip between them 
two may ſurvive in their Children by the Marriage of 
Lucia with his Son Pontius. 

The Inimitable Author of this Poem knew too well 
what was becoming of a Roman Conſtancy under Af. 


fiichons, to diſturb us with any Lamentations from 


the Children or Friends of Cats on his Death, but 
leaves it to thoſe who know how to think as greatly, 
to conceive what paſt in Souls ſo elevated in ſuch an 
Exigence 


CARELESS HUSBAND, 


A-COMEDY. 


By Mr. CIBBE R. 


E * E. Scene of this Play lies in Wind/er, a Place 
which in a late Reign, was the conſtant Re- 
fort of the Beaux monde at one Seaſon of the Year. 
Lord Foppington, Lady Betty Mediſh, Sir Charles Ealy 
and his Lady, and Lady Graveairs have all Lodgings 
here, and Lord Morelive is drawn hither by his Paſſion 
tor Lady Betty Modiſb. 

Lord 
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Lord Fappington is a Man fond of the Reputation of 
2 Multiplicity of Amours ; a great Wit in his own 
Imagination, and a Fool rather by Art than Nature 
in the Eyes of others. The Confidence he has of 
his good Parts, joined to a ſlender Opinion of Virtue 
in general, gives him Aſſurance to addreſs every Wo- 
man he likes, tho' he is already married, and Lady 
Betty NModiſb being a celebrated Toaſt, the preſent 
Bent of his Deſires is to be thought her Favorite. 

Lady Betty has Honour and Senie ; but Vanity and 
Affectation ſometimes obſcure the Brightneſs of her 
other Qualifications. She prides herſelf more in a 
Croud of Admirers, than in the Character of a prudent 
Woman; and tho' ſhe is perfectly ſenſible of Lord 
AZrelove's Merit, and has a ſecret Inclination for him, 
vet ſhe delights in nothing ſo much as ſhewing the 
World the Power ſhe has over him, and encourages 
Lord Foppington m the moſt preſuming Hopes, meerly 
to give Diſquiet to the other. 

Sir Charles Faſy has a great Deal of Wit, good 
Humour, and Sincerity, but ſo exceſſively indolent in 
his Nature, that tho' he loves Pleaſure, he purſues 
none that ſeems to be attended with the leaſt Difi:- 
culty : He aims not to appear different from what he 
ie, and is entirely neglectful of what even his beſt 
Friends think of him. His Lady is the perfect 
Hodel of what a Wife ſhould be, virtuous, diſcreet, 
affectionate, and ſubmiſſive. She has Birth, Fortune, 
Wit, and Beauty; and above all a Stock of Love ſuf. 
cient to make her impatient on any Encroachments 
on her Rights; but her good Senſe ſo much gets the 
Better of her Reſentment, tho' in the molt tender 
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Point, that when Mrs. Edging, her Woman, brings her 
a Letter, which ſhe has found in her Maſter's Pocket, 
from Lady Grawzeairs, ſhe refuſes to read it, and 
orders her to lay 1t in the ſame Place, with a ſevere 
Reprimand for her Preſumption and Curioſity, 

Mrs. Edging, who is herſelf one of the Victims of 
Sir Charles looſer Inclinations, and has diſcovered by 
the Letter that there is an Amour between him and 
Lady Graweairs, is filPd with all the Spite and Envy 
natural to mean Souls on the like Occaſtons ; and the 
frit Opportunity reproaches her Maſter in the moſt 
pert and ſaucy Terms for his Inconſtancy, and ſuffer- 
:ng her Lady to uſe the Privilege of a Miſtreſs over 
ner. Notwithſtanding the Careleſsneſs of Sir Charles's 
Temper, the Confidence of this Wench a little rouſes 
him, and he ſoon convinces her that it 1s not her 
Place to call him to account for his Actions, nor to 
make any Mention of her Lady, but with the high- 
eſt Reſpect. Edging is terrified into Submiſſion, and 
promiſes to be more humble for the future, on whieh 
he continues her in Favour. 

Lord Morelove, by the Advice of Sir Charles, in 
vain endeavours to counterfeit an Indiflerence to Lady 
Betty Mody/h, ſhe ſees into the Deſign, and defeats it 
by a Counter-plot ; feigning to be ſo infinitely 
pleaſed with every Thing Lord Foppington ſays and 
does, and publickly coquetting with him, that the 
paſſionate Lover can no longer contain himſelf ; but 
ſhews at once the Violence of his Love and his De- 
ſpair. She triumphs in the Diſcovery, laughs at his 


Pains, and all that either Sir Charles or Lady Fay 
can 
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can urge, to bring her to a more ſolid Way of think. 
ing, is wholly ineffectual. 

Sir Carles, more anxious for the Intereſt of his 
Friend than could be expected from a Man of his 
Character, bethinks him of a ſecond Strategem : He 
had of late been very cold in his Affair with Lady 
Gravea:rs ; ſhe refented it in the Manner Women or- 
dinarily do. He heigthens the Pique by treating her 
with the moſt provoking Indifference to her Face, 
till ſhe 1s worked up into a proper Reſolution of re- 
venging herfelf by loving another. In this critical 
Minute he perſwades Lord Morelove to make her a 
Tender of his Heart, and be as publick as poſſible in 
his Addreſſes to her. 

This Method of proceeding is ſomewhat more 
ſucceſsful than the former, for the Lady Betty cannot 
be brought to believe that he has forſaken her for 
Lady Graveairs ; yet her Pride is fo far alarmed that 
the World ſhould have any Occaſion to imagine he 
has done fo, that fhe ſpares no Pains to recover him : 
Fortified by the Councils of Sir Charles, and his own 
Experience of her Temper, all her Advances are in 
Vain; he proſecutes his Courtſhip to Lady Gravearrs, 
gives her the Muſick on the Terraſs, 'Squires her 
wherever ſhe goes, and practices all the publick Gal- 
lantries of the moſt obſequious Lover. Lady Grave- 
airs receives them with Pleaſure, partly to gratify her 
Vanity, with the Reputation of having a Man of 
Lord Morelove's allowed good Senſe her profeſi'd 
Adorer, and partly in the Hope of recovering Sir 
Charles, whom ſhe ſtill loves. Lady Betty feels a 
thouſand Pangs at this Behaviour of Lord More/-ve, 
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the ſpeaks kindly to him, ſooths and reproaches him 
by Turns, and cannot help affronting Lady Grawe- 
airs ; but they ſtill continue as they were. Sir Carles, 
to forward this favourable Beginnin g, takes upon him 
to remonſtrate to Lady Betty how much her Repu- 
tation will ſuffer, by Lord Morelove's quitting her 
after ſc long a Courtſhip ; he aſſures her that his 
Friend ſtill loves her, but as he can never hope to 
fix the Inſtability of her Nature, is determined never to 
return to his firſt Vows. She thinks Sir Charles her 
Enemy, is piqued to the very Soul to find him in a 
Combination againit her, and becoming a little more 
ſenſible of the Error of her Conduct, ſhe expoſtulates 
with Lord Merehowve in a ſerious Manner, and dit- 
covers her Jealouſy of Lady Graweazrs ; he is now 
tranſported, confeſſes he never loved but her, and Sir 
Charles, to prevent her relapſing, rails at the Levity 
of her Humour, adviſes Lord 1More/ve not to truſt to 
her diſſembled Kindneſs, ſays ſhe no ſooner will find 
him in her Power, than ſhe will triumph over his eaſy 
Nature, and ſcorn his real Paſſion for the pretended 
one of Lord Fopfington; on which ſhe burſts into 
Tears, and Lord Foppington that Moment coming into 
the Room, ſhe gives Lord Masrelute her Hand beiore 
kim, and abjures all Gallantries that may give him a 
Difquiet. Lord Morelovc thinks himſelf now overpaid 
tor all his Sofferings, and Lord Foppingion having 
never been ſenſible of any Thing worthy the Name ct 
Love, is perfectly eaſy about the Matter. Neither 
is Lady Graveair: diſſatisfied; Sir Charles having pre 

miſed to viſit her the fame Evening; but before tlie 
appointed {Jour Mrs. EA) happening to come in hi- 
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Way ; and his Wiſe being abroad, he retires Witar 
ner into the Bedchamber, where having paſt ſome 
Time they both fall aſleep. Lady Fah coming home 
nds them in that Poſture, and ſceing her Husband 
bareheaded ſhe fears he will take Cold, and her 
tenderneſs prevailing above the juſt Reſentment ſuch 
2 Spectacle mult naturally excite, takes a Handker- 
chief from her Neck, and covers his Head, them 
leaves the Room, and rings the Bell for her Maid. 
They both wake at the Sound; Edging runs in Dit- 
order to her Lady, and Sir Char /es finding the Hand- 
kerchief, and remembring he had ſeen it about his 
Wife's Neck that Day, is ſeniible none but herſelf 
Lad put it on his Head. The Shame of being 
detected in this Nlanner, and the Prudence, Pa- 
tlence, and Tenderneſs of ſo excellent a Wiſe 
now ſtrike full upon him: He wakes from his long 
£thargy of Thought, ſees her Perfections and his 
own Demenits, reſolves to expiate his paſt Conduct 
by his future, and convinced of the Eleſſing he enjoys 
in her, to roam abroad no more in Search of Happi- 
neſs; He immediately writes a Letter to Lady 
Graveairs entirely to break of with ker; and his 
Wite ſoon after entring, there follows fo tender a Scene 
as no Husband guilty in the {ame Way can be Spec- 
tator of without Bluſhing and Self-condemnation, nor 
no Wife without endeavouring at leaſt to imitate the 
bright Example which brought about ſo happy a 
Change. 

Never was poetical Juſtice more ſtrictly obſery'd 
than in this Play: Every Error finds its Puniſhment 
in Proportion; and ſingular Virtue is fingularly re- 
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warded. The excellent Moral, together with the 
happy Choice of Characters, natural and gentile Dic- 
tion, and that Spirit of Gaiety which runs through 
the whole, will undoubtedly maintain the Reputation 
this Piece has fo juſtly acquired, as long as Theatrical 
Repreſentations ſhall exiſt. 
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COMMITTEE, 


A COMEDY. 


By Sir RopexT Howaxp, 


N that diſtracted Time when proud Rebellion, 
born on the Shoulders of Hypocriſy and Fraud, 
lorded it over Loyalty and Honour, a Committee of 
Sequeſtration was {et up to oblige all thoſe, who were 
ſuſpected of favouring the King, to compound for 
their Eſtates, or forſeit them; and Day, a Fellow, 
eminent in Viliany, choſen for the Chairman: This 
Wretch found Means firſt to get into his Power, 
with her whole Eitate, Anne, Daughter and Heireſs 
of Sir Baſil Therewguod, a worthy Cavalier, and 
afterwards Abella, an Orphan, alſo of a great For- 
tune, and the Daughter of a Gentleman, who had 
been no leſs diſtinguiſhed for his firm Attachment to 
his 
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his King and Country. Anne he compell'd to take 
the Name of Ruth, and to paſs for his own Daughter; 
and intends to marry the other to his Son Abel, or 
turn her out to Beggary; but Fate had better Things 
in Store for both thoſe young Ladies, than the preſent 
Situation of their Affairs could permit them to hope. 
Arbella being brought by Mrs. Day from Reading 
in the Stage- Coach, in Order to appear before the 
Committee, a Gentleman, who had been of the King's 
Party, called Col. Blunt happened to be a Paſſenger 
at the ſame Time: They were equally charmed with 
each other at firſt Sight ; but the natural Reſerve of 
his Temper, and the Modeſty of hers kept both trom 
revealing it. His Buſineſs, as well as hers, was with 
the Committee, and meeting with his Friend Col. 
Careleſs, a Gentleman of the ſame Circumſtances and 
Principles with himſelf, they go together to that, un- 
juſtly call'd, honourable Board. In their Way they 
meet a poor Irihman, whom has ing loſt his Maſter in 


the late civil Wars, Carele/7 takes into his Service, 


and he attends them where they were going. 

The Committee being fat, and Mr. Day having 
prepared his Brothers in Corruption to make an Aſ- 
ſignment to him of Abella's Fortune, in Caſe ſhe re- 
fuſed his Son, that Lady accompanied by Mrs. Day 
and the ſuppoſed Ruth are admitted: The two Co- 
jonels come in at the ſame Time: They are offered 
the Terms of Compoſition for their Eſtates, but are 
told withal that they muſt firſt take the Covenant, 
which they refuſe with the utmoſt Contempt: A, bella. 
and Blunt at this ſecond Interview becoms more in 
Love with cach other than before: Ruth is extremely 

D 5 pleaſed 


— — — — — 2 


. 581 


pleaſed with the Perſon and Bravery of Careluſi; and 
he feels a Paſſion for her, which nothing but his Be- 
lief that ſhe is a Daughter of the Committee-man can 
reſtrain, 

Mrs. Day orders Ruth to inſinuate Mel as much as 
poſlible into the good Graces of Arbella; but theſe 
Ladies having exchanged a mutual Confidence with 
each other, only contrive how to abuſe him, and to 
get ſome Opportunity of ſeeing their dear Colonels 
again; but as they know not where they live, all 
their Wit and Invention is of no Service on this Oc- 
caſion. 

Carele/s on his Side is no leſs impatient to fee his 
pretty Ruth, tho' believing ker what ſhe appears, he 
15 far from having any honourable Deſigns upon her; 
but remembring that Mrs. Day was formerly a Kitchen 
Maid in his Father's Houſe, he reſolves to try if for 
old Acquaintance Sake ſhe will intercede with the 
Committee, that himſelf and his Friend may be ad 
mitted to compound without taking the Covenant, 
pleaſing himſelf with the Thoughts that, if he does 
not ſucceed in this Point, it will give them an Oppor- 
tunity of getting acquainted with the young Ladies. 
'To this End he ſends Teaguc, the 1r14s Servant, to deſire 
leave to wait upon her, but the poor Fellow having 
heard his Maſter deſcribe her Original cannot help 
laughing in her Face, and makes ſo many Blunders 
that ſhe imagines he is ſent on Purpoſe to afiront her, 
and commands her Son Ae to chaſtiſe his Inſo- 
lence. 


Blunt in the mean Time 1s arreſted in the Street, 
Carel:/s happens to come by, and reſcues him, the 
Bailiffs 
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Bailiffs cry Murder, and raiſe the Mob, they are purs 
ſued and obliged to take different Ways, and Carele/s 
ſeeing Day's Door open runs in without conſidering 
whoſe Houſe it was, or knowing what Anſwer Teague 
had to his Meſlage. Mrs. Day ſees him, and treats 
him very arrogantly, on which he tells her plainly 
he knows her; high Words enſue, and ſhe cries our, 
Ruth comes to know the Occaſion, is ſurpriſed to ſee 
him there, and dreading ſome ill Effects from Mrs, 
Day's Fury, contrives this Way to bring him off. 
She accuſes herſelf of having forgot to acquamt her 
that the Colonel ſent to her, to deſire ſhe would pre- 
vail on her to accept 500 J. by Way of preſent. to 
permit him to compound on his firſt Conditions. Thie 
Thoughts of the Money brings Mrs. Day preſently 
into good Humour, and ſhe leaves Ruth and him to- 
gether to ſettle the Affair. Car/eſs is more than ever 
charmed with her Wit, he declares his Paſſion; but 
her Behaviour convinces him he has nothing to hope 


from her but on honourable Terms. While they are 


in this Converſation, Teague enters and informs him 
that Blunt is taken again, and carried Priſoner to the 
Devil-Tavern : Arbella comes in at the fame Time, 
and they can think of no other Way to free him, 
than by her ſoothing Abel, and prevailing on him to 
be Bail. The Strategem ſucceeds, the pretends Plunt 
i5 her near Relation, and. he goes with them to re- 
leaſe him, and promiſes not to let his Mother know 
of the Affair. 

Blunt is bailed, and this generous Action in A 
Bella confirms him hers for ever, he is ſo: raviſhed 
with it that he declares to her he loves; a Confeſ- 
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fion which the Fear of being laughed at had till 
now reſtrained him from making : Arbella is pleaſed 
with his uncommon Way of Courtſhip ; but neither 
ſhe nor Ruth can forgive themſelves that they have 
let both their Colonels depart without knowing where 
they live: To remedy which Inadvertency they 
ſend Obadiah, firſt Clerk of the Committee, to the 
Devil. Iavern, where they ſuppoſe the Gentlemen till 
are, on the former Pretence Ruth had made to her 
Mother, concerning the Five hundred Pounds, and 
taking the Covenant: The Gentlemen imagine Day 
has heard of his Son's being drawn in to give his 
Bond, and ſends to them on ſome ill Deſign, they 
reſolve on an innocent Revenge, and make Teague 
ply him with Sack till he is dead drunk, then 
fend him home to Mr. Day in a Chair. 

While they are diverting themſelves in this Man- 
ner, their Miſtreſſes are better employed; the Com- 
mittee-man and his Wife are obliged to go abroad 
on an extraordinary Aﬀair, and Obadiah not being 
in the Way to attend them, their Son Abe/ is obliged 
to play the Part of their Gentleman-Uſher. Mr. 
Day going out in a Hurry leaves his Keys upon the 
Table; Ruth finds them, opens his Cloſet, takes out 
all the Writings of her own and Arbella's Eſtate, 
with a great many other Letters and Papers of 
Conſequence, and Obadiah being brought in, as be- 
fore-mentioned, they both get into the Chair, and 
order the Fellows to carry them to the Place where 
they took him up. 

When Day and his Wife come home, and miſs 
the Ladies and the Writings, tis eaſy for them to 
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ſuppoſe the one has robbed them of the other : 
They find alſo by Obadiah, when he comes a- little 
to himſelf, the Affront put upon them; and Mr, Day, 
by Virtue of his Authority, gives a Warrant for 
apprehending both the Colonels: Careleſi happens 
to be the firſt they meet with, and 1s ſeized and 
carried directly to Priſon for an Offence done to the 
Chairman of the honourable Committee. He ſends 
Teague to tell Blunt what has befallen him, the very 
Moment Ruth and Arbella are come to the "Cavern, 
and ſpeaking to him : Ruth on this News leaves them 
together, and haſtens to attempt freeing Carele/s : 
Among the Things ſhe has taken out of Day's Clo- 
ſet is his Seal, which ſhe ſhews to the Jaylor, in 
Hope that Token may be ſufficient to releaſe him ; but 
unfortunately for her Deſign an Order is juſt arrived 
that all of the King's Party, who are committed, 
ſhould be kept cloſe till further Commands from 
the State. She then tells him ſhe will procure a 
Ladder of Ropes, and a Soldier's Coat for a Dil- 
guiſe, for him to make his Eſcape out of the Win- 
dow when it ſhall grow dark. Blunt ignorant of 
her Project, and no leis impatient at his Friend's 
Confinement, hits upon the ſame Thought, and dit- 
guiſes himſelf in a plain red Coat, ſends a Soldier 
he can truſt with a Ladder of Ropes, and a Sword 
in Caſe of Accident. Careleſi believes it the ſame 
Ruth promiſed to convey, and comes eafiiy out of 
the Window into the Street, where Blunt was wait 
ing for him, and neither knowing each other, and 
both believing themſelves betrayed, drew their Swords, 
and might have reudred this a fatal Encounter, had 
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not their Voices made a timely Diſcovery. In that 
Moment comes Ruth with her Ladder, ſhe is over. 
joyed the Work is performed to her Hands, and they 
all go together to Lieutenant Story's, where both the 
Colonels lodge, and Blunt had left Abella. 

Ruth now diſcovers whoſe Daughter ſhe really is, 
and ſhews them the Writings of her Eitate ; Carele/5 is 
tranſported to find her a Woman he may love with- 
out any Blemiſh to his Birth or Principles; and no- 
People could think themſelves more happy than 
did theſe four. 

In the mean Time Intelligence where they are 
is given to Mr. Day, he comes with his Wiſe and 
ſurpriſes them, and Abel and Obadiah follow with 
2 Poſſe of Soldiers; but Ruth ſoon abates the Fierce- 
neſs of her 2uondam Father by producing ſome Let- 
ters {ent to him from Women, wherein one demand; 
Money of him for the Support of a Baſtard Child, 
and another refuſes to take Phyſick preſcribed by him 
to Cauſe Abortion. To preſerve therefore his Repu- 
tation of Sanctity, he is obliged to forgive all, and 
permit the Lovers to marry, and enjoy their Eſtates, 
without either Compoſition, or taking the Covenant. 
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C ON- 


CONSCIOUS LOVERS, 


A COMEDY. 


By Sir RicHarD STEELE. 


* 


N eminent Merchant of Briſtol, called Danvers, 

on conſiderable Loſſes in Trade, repaired to 
the Indies in Hope of retrieving his Misfortunes : 
Where his honeſt Indultry proſpering according to his 
Wiſhes, he reſolved to ſettle there, and accordingly 
ſent over for his Family, conſiſting of a Wife, Siſter, 
and little Daughter, at that Time not ſeven Years old. 
in their Voyage they were taken Priſoners by a Pri 
vateer of Toulon : The Grief of this Diſappointment 
work'd fo ſtrongly on the ſickly Frame of Ars. 
Danvers, that ſhe died at Sea; but her Child, and 
1/abella, Siſter to Mr. Danvers, were carried to 
France. The Innocence and Beauty of the young 
{ndiana, for that was her Name, won- ſo much on 
the Affections of the old Captain, that having no 
Children, he adopted and educated her as his own : 
In a few Years after he was unfortunately kill'd at 
Sea, and dying Inteſtate his Effects fell wholly into 
the Hands of an Advocate, his Brother. He no 
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ſooner ſaw Indiana than he was charmed with her; 
but the Addreſſes he made her were far from being 
ſuch as Virtue would permit her to accept; on 
which the cruel Villain ſtripped her not only of all 
his Uncle's Bounty had beſtowed upon her, but the 
very Jewels which had been her Mother's, turned her 
out of Doors, and was going to throw her into Pri- 
ſon for her Maintenance with his Brother, when ſhe 
was relieved in a very extraordinary Manner from 
this and all other Misfortunes. 

Mr. Bevil, only Son of a Baronet of that Name, 
being on his Travels, happened to take Toulon in his 
Way, and heard of this malicious Proſecution : Cu- 
rioſity led him to enquire further into the Affair, and 
to make a Viſit to the diſtreſſed fair one: Her 
Perſon charmed him, but the Beauties of her Mind 
much more: Charity at firſt and a warmer Paſſion 
afterward excited him to eaſe her Cares: He ap- 
peared openly her Friend, and the wicked Advocate, 
perceiving ſhe had ſuch a Support, came to a Com- 
poſition, which Bevil diſcharged without letting her 
know to what her Releaſe amounted. After this, he 
prevailed with her to ſuffer him to conduct her to 
England, and when ſhe arrived with her Aunt, to 
whom he always paid the moſt ſtrict Reſpect, ſup- 
ported her more in the Faſhion of a rich Heireſs 
than a helpleſs Orphan; and all this without demand- 
ing any Recompence, or even declaring that he 
loved. 

He had not been long in Exgland before his Fa. 
ther, Sir Yohn Bewil, propoſes a Match for him with 


Lucinda, the only Daughter of Mr, Sealand, a very 
wealthy 
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wealthy Merchant. Bevil is a tender Lover, but 
a no leſs dutiful Son: Diſobedience to a Parent was 
to him the greateſt of all Crimes, and he choſe rather 
to be miſerable himſelf in quitting all Hopes of ever 
poſſeſſing Indiana, than give one Momengs Pain to 
him to whom he owed his Being. He therefore teſ- 
tified no Reluctance to this Marriage, and would 
doubtleſs have ſaciſiced his eternal Peace to Sir os 
Commands, had not an unexpected Accident pre- 
ſerved him from that cruel Neceſſity. 

Myrtle, a young Gentleman, who next to Indi- 
ana ſhared his Heart, was paſſionately in Love with, 
and beloved by Lucinda ; and Bewil could not be told 
that Secret without reflecting that how much ſoever 
was owing from himſelf to a Father, he ought not 
to obey him to the Ruin of his Friend, and alſo of 
a young Lady whom, tho? he could not love, he very 
much eſteemed for her good Qualities, He is there- 
fore juſt on the Point of entreating Sir John not to 
force his Inclinations, when two Accidents happen, 
which will give him Room to hope there will be 
no Occaſion for that open Confeſſion, and that pro- 
bably the Match would break off on the other 
Side. 

Mrs. Sealand was paſſionately deſirous of marrying 
her Daughter to a diſtant Relation, called Cimberton, 
who had twice the Eſtate of either Bevil or Myrtle: 
She was ever teaſing her Husband to break oft his 
Engagements with Sir John, and he being pretty 
much ruled by her was ready enough to do it, but 
wanted a Pretence, till Chance furniſhed him with 
ene by the following Means. 

Sir 
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Sir John was afironted in a very groſs Manner at 
the Maſquerade by one of thoſe Gallants, who ima- 
gine their Quality a ſufficient Sanction for whatever 
Rudeneſs they commit. Young Bewi/ was there at 
the ſame Time with Indiana, he knew his Father, 
and ſeeing him inſulted, ſeized the Offender and 
plucked off his Vizard ; tis eaſy to imagine how 
fuch an Action was reſented : The Company were 
obliged to call the Guards to part them; and the 
Surprize of this Adventure threw Indiana into a 
Swoon: Every Body took Notice of Bevil's Concern 
to find her in this Condition, his Care to recover ker, 
and the Reſpect and Tenderneſs with which he led 
her out: They all were poſitive ſhe was a Lady, to 
whom he was either going to be married, or very 
much wifhed to be ſo; and the whole Aﬀair coming 
to the Ears of Mr. Sealand, it ſerved him as an Excuſe 
for delaying the Marriage till it ſhould be known 
how far young Bevil was engaged to that Lady. 

Sir Jebu is very uneaſy at this Impediment : He 
has alſo heard of Iadiana, before he faw her at the 
Maſquerade, and is ſenſible ſhe is entirely ſupported 
by his Son's Bounty, yet as he has never oppoſed 
marrying according to his Commands, he looks up- 
on it only as an Aflair of Gallantry ; however, the 
more to found his Inclmations he keeps Mr. Sealand”s 
1] Humour entirely a Secret, tells him the Day for 
his Nuptials is fixed, and orders him to prepare for it. 
Bewil being informed, by an old Servant in the Fa- 
mily, of what has paſſed betweer. the old Gentle- 
men, ſeems not at all diſturb'd at the Command, 
and accordingly on the appointed Day dreſſes himſelf 
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as a Bridegroom, and preſents himſelf before his Fa- 
ther, as a Perſon ready to become ſo; but in the 
mean Time writes to Lucinda, conjuring her, if 
Things ſhould come to that Extremity, to refuſe him 
publickly ; the Anſwer ſhe ſends him is agreeable to 
Its Hopes, and the Affection ſhe profeſſes for Myrtle ; 
but that impatient Lover being told by a Coxcombly 
Servant of Bewi/'s, that he had carried a Letter to 
Lucinda from his Maſter, is immediately fir'd with 
Jealouſy, and ſends a Challenge to Bevil. Had he 
been equally warm, a fatal Cataſtrophe muſt have 
turned our Comedy into Tragedy; but he is fo far 
from reſenting the ill Treatment he at firſt receives 
from his miſtaken Friend, that he pities the Force of 
that Paſſion, which alone could have wrought ſuch 
violent Effects; he ſhews him Lucinda's Anſwer, and 
proves that what he took for an Injury to his Love 
was the higheſt Service to it. Having removed all 
Apprehenſions as to his own Part; the Next Thing 
to be conſidered is how to prevent Lucinda's being 
compelled to marry Cimberton; and with the At- 
ſiſtance of her Chambermaid they contrive that Myrtle 
ſhail perſonate old Sir Geoffry, Cimberton's great Uncle, 
who is every Day expected in Ton, and without 
wine Conſent he cannot enter into any Engage- 
ments. 

While the two Friends Bevil and Myrtle are thus 
employed, Mrs. Sealand is uſing all her Artifices to 
perſwade her Husband to break of entirely with Sir 
Fohn, that there may be no Demur in Cimbertau's 
Affair when his Uncle arrives; the old Man is half 
inclined to comply with her Requeſt, but unwilling 

to 
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to do any Thing that ſhould not have the Appear- 
ance of Reaſon : He therefore reſolves to viſit [14:- 


ana himſelf, and know from her own Mouth how 


far ſhe is concerned with Bewil. 

Her Beauty, her Wit, and the Modeſty of her 
Deportment, make him extremely grieved that ſo 
much Merit ſhould be the Victim of a diſhonourable 
Paſſion ; and he expreſſing ſomewhat of his Suſpicions, 
tho' in very tender and reſpectful Terms, joined 
with the Imagination of Bevil's Marriage, throw 
her into Agonies, which venting themſelves in 
Words amaze Sealand; ſhe recapitulates her Misfor- 
tunes, her Loſſes at Sea, her Captivity, her Mo- 
ther's Death, and tearing off her Jewels, drops a 
Bracelet, which Sealand takes up, and knows it to 
be one he had given his firſt Wife: In ſhort he 
finds in the Miſtreſs of Bevil his own Daughter, 
his real Name being Danvers, but changed, on his 
going to the Indies, to Scaland: Never was Joy 
more perfect than his, to embrace a Child he had 
thought loſt with her Mother. His Siſter 1/abe/la, 
who remembers him, bears her Part in the Tranſ- 
port; and Sir Jobn Bevil and his Son are imme- 
diately ſent for to compleat it. There is now no 
longer Delay, no longer any Remains of Doubt on 
either Side; Sealand now readily beſtows his Daugh- 
ter on Bevil, and Bewil is no more reluctant to 
marry the Daughter of Sealand. 

Mrs. Sealand alſo with Lucinda, Cimberton, and the 
pretended Sir Gezffry, are brought by 1/abella to this 
Scene of Wonder and Delight ; and the foxmer ſeeing 
Bevil now diſpoſed of, deſires her Husband will 
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comply with Cimberton's Demands ; but that Gen 
tleman perceiving that Lucinda can be now but a 
Co-heireſs with her new-found Siſter Indiana deſires 
to be excuſed, confeſſes that her Fortune was the 
chief Motive of his Pretenſions, and that he ſhall 
apply elſewhere. Myrtle on this throws off his 
Diſguiſe, and aſſures the Company that no Diminution 
of Fortune can make him ſet a leſs Value on 
Lucinda. Sealand is charmed with his Generoſity, 
and immediately joins their Hands: All the Per- 
ſons of the Drama conclude their Parts with 
the utmoſt Satisfaction, but can counterfeit no 
more than what a _ virtuous and polite Audience 
nuſt feel in Reality at ſo agreeable and moral an 
Entertainment. 
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CONSTANT COUPLE: 


OR, A 
Trip to the Jubilee, 
A COMEDY. 


By Mr. FARQUHAR. 


HIS celebrated Comedy, tho* full of Con. 

trivance, cannot properly be ſaid to have a 
regular Plot, conſiſting of certain Means to compaſs a 
certain End; becauſe the Cataſtrophe, as will appear 
from the following Deduction, is, as it were, involun- 
tary, entirely owing to the Chance of Incidents, and 
not to Meaſures concerted with Deſign. 

Sir Oliver Manly, a Gentleman of a conſiderable 
Fortune in Oæaforaſbire, has an only Daughter, who 
by the Treachery of her Maid is ſeduced by a young 
Student, who, in an Excurſion from College with two 
others, being benighied, had been entertained with 
great Hoſpitality by her Father for two Nights. The 
young Lady knows not the Perſon to whom ſhe ſacti- 
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tices her Innocence: He conceals his Name, under 
Pretence he is under an Engagement to his Com- 
panions not to divulge it till their Return to the Uni. 
verſity : She preſents him with a Ring, and ſuffers 
him to depart, without any other Satisfaction than 
the frail Promiſe of writing to her in two Days, and 
returning in fifteen, to relieve her from the Horrors of 
Reflection, do Juſtice to her Honour, and marry her, 
She long expects, but expects in Vain. Her Father 
dies, and leaves her ſole Executrix : She then reſolves 
to revenge the Injury done by one on the whole Sex; 
and give them all the Torment in her Power. With 
this Deſign ſhe takes the Name of Lady Lurewel/, 
ſhe goes abroad, viſits the polite Courts of Europe, en- 
courages all that addreſs her, then ſets them at Var 
znce. At Paris ſhe comes acquainted with an Eng- 
1:4 Gentleman, then on his Travels, called Sir Harry 
Il:1dair, who nghts a Duel there on her Account, 
and is obliged to leave that Kingdom. She goes af. 
terwards to Holland, but finding Beauty was able to 
do little Execution on that People, returns to Ere- 
land. In her Paſſage Colonel Standard, who comes 
over in the ſame Ship falls paſſionately in Love with 
her She countenances his Pretenſions, as alſo thoſe of 
Alderman Smiggler, a Merchant, who has the Wri- 
tings of her Eſtate and Money in his Hand; Y:zard, 
his Nephew, and Cliacler, Senior, his late Appren- 


tice, but by the Neath of his Father juſt come to an 


Eſtate, and turned Beau. 

In this Situation are the chief Characters diſpoſed 
at the Beginning of the Play, when Sir Harry W: id 
air, being juſt arrived, diſcovers to Colonel Standard 
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and Vixard the utmoſt Impatience to ſee Lady Lure. 
vel}, whoſe Lodgings he has not yet found out: 
They both grow jealous on his Diſcourſe, but con- 
ceal their Sentiments. Yizard, who under the Pre- 
tence of Sanity is very debauched, has lately made 
a diſhonourable Attempt on a young Lady of For- 
tune and Virtue, called Angelica, to revenge his 
Diſappointment, and at the ſame Time to turn Sir 
Harry's Thoughts from Lady Lurewell, he recom- 
mends that young Beauty to him as a Miſtreſs, tells 
him that Lady Darling her Mother, and a Baronet's 
Widow, only paſſes for fuch, and is in Reality a 
Bawd : That twenty or thirty Pieces will procure him 
all the Liberties he can deſire ; then gives him a 
Letter of Recommendation to the old Lady, which 
Sir Harry joyfully accepts, and goes immediately to 
try the Strength of it. 

Angelica had never told her Mother the baſe De- 
ſigns of Vixard on her Virtue, and that Lady, de- 
ceived by his ſpecious Pretences believed him what he 
ſeemed, ſo that on receiving the Letter by Sir Harry 
ſhe made no Difficulty of leaving him alone with 
her Daughter: He behaves to her in a gay looſe 
Manner, offers her twenty Pieces, ſhe takes him to be 
mad, and flings from him with Indignation : He 
imagines her Anger is occaſioned by not having bid 
up to her Price, and having no more about him 
leaves the Houſe, deſigning to return with a better 
Preſent. 

Col. Standard in the mean Time goes to Lady 
Lurewel!l, expreſſes his Uneaſineſs at Sir Harry's Diſ- 
courſe ; ſhe aſſures him that he is her Averſion, and to 

I confirm 


/ 
0 
m 


( 73 ] 


confirm it, gives the Colonel a Packet of Letters, ſhe 
has formerly received from him, and deſires he will 
return them to him, with her Requeſt of never hear- 
ing from him more; but at the ſame Time flips 2 
little Note among them, wherein ſhe acquaints kim 
with her Lodgings, and gives him the molt obliging 
Invitation. The Colonel little ſuſpecting the Deceit, 
herries to Sir Harry, and with an Air of "Triumph 
delivers him the Packet and the Meſſage. Sir 
Harry preſently finds the Direction, and both theſe 
Rivals believing himfelf tne happy Man laughs at 
the other. Sir Harry afterwards tells /7zard the 
whole Affair, who, on hearing the Colonel is a Pre- 
tender to Lady Lurewell, reſolves to heighten the 
Matter to a Quarrel, that by one being kill'd, and 
the other hang'd, he may get rid of his two molt for- 
midable Rivals. Accordingly he goes to Standard, 
informs him of all he has heard from Sir Harry, and 
the Colonel enraged to have been ſo much abuſed 
ſends him a Challenge. 

The gay Temper of Sir Harry not ſuffering him to 
be engroſſed by one Woman, he flies immediately to 
Lureweli's Lodgings, ſhe ſeems overjoyed to ſee him, 
but at the ſame Time accuſes him of ſome fraudulent 
Dealings with Szwggler, who is in the next Room; 
he beats him ſeverely without telling him the Occa- 
ſion, and a Pocket-book dropping out of the old 
Fellow's Pocket in the Fray, Lureavell takes it up 
unſeen by him, and makes her own Uſe of it aiter- 
wards. Wildair having by this Means drove away 
Smuggler would fain obtain ſomething more from his 
Miſtreſs than kind Words; but finding his Rhetoric |; 
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thrown away, haſtens to Angelica, whom he imagines 
a more eaſy Conqueſt. In this Suppoſition he makes 
that Lady a ſecond Viſit, and offers her fifty Guineas, 
ſhe is more incenſed than before, and leaves the 
Room: F'izard comes in the ſame Moment, promiſes 
to make his Peace with her, and tells him Colonel 
Standard waits to ſpeak with him in the Piazza. But 
that Gentleman having ſent a Challenge to Sir Harry 
goes to upbraid Lureatell with her Falſeneſs: As he 
comes up the Street he ſees her in the Balcony co- 
quetting with Clincher; on Sight of him ſhe bethinks 
herſelf how to conceal Ciucher, and the Porter whom 
Standard has ſent to Sir Harry coming to look for him 
there, ſhe obliges him to change Cloaths with Cia- 
cher, whom ſhe ſends down Stairs, and puts the Porter 
in the next Room. When Standard comes in, ſhe 
prevents what he deſigned to ſay to her by reproach- 
ing him firſt, as having told Sir Harry where ſhe 
lived, then calls the Porter out, and bids him begone, 
telling the Colonel he was ſent by Sir Harry. The 
Appearance of this Fellow habited like C/ncher, 
makes Statdard believe he has wronged her in one 
Part of his Suſpicions ; and as to Sir Harry, he now 
thinks him doubly baſe in having pretended he re- 
ceived Intelligence where ſhe lived from him: He 
begs pardon of Lureavell, and goes to call his Rival 
to account; in the Way he meets with Cl/incher, 
whom he takes to be the Porter, who carried the 
Challenge : He asks him what Anſwer, and the other 


being able to return none, is heartily beaten £4 the 
mpatient Colonel. 
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Sir Harry and Standard ſoon after meet, but the 
Baronet refuſes to fight, ſwears no Woman is worth 
the Life of a brave Man, and after ſome Diſcourſe 
they diſcover YVizard has been the Incendiary, and 
that Zurewel/ jilts them both. W:ldair to prove ſhe 
receives Preſents from him, takes a Ring from Stan- 
dard to give to her, and the other promiſes to be 
convinced of the Truth of all he ſays when he ſees it 
on her Finger. 

While the two Gentlemen are thus employed for 
the Detection of this Lady's Fraud, CAincher and the 
Porter are both carried to Newgate, on Suſpicion of 
having murdered each other: Old S2ugg/cr is ſoon 
after ſent to bear them Company, by the Contrivance 
of Lady Lurexvel/, Under Pretence of making him 
Amends for the late Beating he received from Sir 
Harry, ſhe invites him to paſs the Night with ker ; 
but to prevent the Servants from cenſuring her Con- 
duct he is to come in Womens Cloaths : She orders . 
zard allo to wait on her at the ſame Hour : They are 
both punctual, but the Alderman is firſt; on /7zard”s 
knocking at the Door he is ſhut into a Cloſet, 
then Lurewel's Maid lets in Yizard, tells him her 
Lady will receive him in the Dark, and puts him 
into the ſame Cloſet ; where miſtaking his Uncle for 
the Lady, he makes his Courtſhip, and rails againſt 
him to himſelf. On the Glimpſe of a diſtant Light, 
and Servants approaching, Fizard ſneaks out, but 
Smuggler keeps cloſe ; the Butler who has loſt ſome 
Silver Spoons, perceives him, and ſearching his 
Cloaths finds two Spoons, which Lurtavell's Maid has 
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<onveyed into his Pockets. On this he is carried 
before a Juſtice, and ſo to Newwgare. 

Aiter Sir Harry has preſented the Ring to Lady 
Lurewell, he goes a third Time to Angelica, who 
fill runs in his Head: He now makes her an 
Offer of an Hundred Guaneas : Theſe repeated At- 
fronts provoke both her and her Mother ; and having 
argued the Affair with him they ſhew him Y:izard's 
Letter, which recommended him as a Husband wor- 
thy of the young Lady. Sir Harry, on finding her 
a Woman of real Quality and Virtue, changes the 
Manner of his Addreſſes, and ſhe conſents to marry 
him. 

Lady Lzrewell having accepted of the Ring, no 
Doner has Time to examine the Motto, than ſhe 
knows it to be the ſame ſhe gave to the dear Ruiner 
of her Virgin Innocence; not doubting but Sir 
Harry is the Perſon, ſhe flies to Angelica's, chal. 
lenges his Promiſe of marrying her, and upbraids 
his Intentions of becoming the Husband of any 
other Woman: He 1s not able to comprehend her 
Meaning, and leaving her to vent her Rage alone, 
ſends Colonel Standard to reproach her in his turn 
for accepting the Ring, which he acknowledges for 
his own, and lent to the other to make a Trial 
of her Temper. By his Diſcourſe, and the Anſwers 
ſhe makes, they diſcover each other, and are mutually 
tranſported to meet after ſo long an Abſence. She 
now no longer has any Pique to Mankind, and 
Standard forgives the Effects of her Reſentment, ſince 
afted for his Sake. HWildair and Standard reſume 
their former Friendſhip ; Clincher and the Porter are 
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fet at Liberty, on the Miſtake being unravelled: Fnag- 
ler is bailed, and threatens Revenge on Lurewell tor 
the Trick ſhe has put upon him; but ſhe ſoon itops 
his Mouth with Papers found in his Pocket-Book, 
giving an Account of his Clandeſtine Dealings in 
Trade, and he is compelled to forgive all and de- 
liver up her Writings, After which the Curtain 
drops. 


COUNTRY WIFE, 


AQ ONE DT. 


By Mr. WISoHERI r. 


HAT this Play ſtill continues to be acted, 
maſt certainly be more owing to the Wit and 
Gayety of the Diction, than to any ſurpriſing Turns 
in the Plot, Beauty of the Cataſtrophe, or Morality 
in the Deſign, ſince it is ſo deficient in them all, as to 
make it be juſtly looked upon as one of thoſe En- 
tertainments which divert ſome Minds, but are far 
from being an Improvement to any. 
Mr. Pinchwife, a reformed Rake, who by con- 
verſing much with ill Women, had a bad Opinion 
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conveyed into his Pockets. On this he is carried 
before a Juſtice, and ſo to Newwgare. 

Aiter Sir Harry has preſented the Ring to Lady 
Lurewell, he goes a third Time to Angelica, who 
fall runs in his Head: He now makes her an 
Offer of an Hundred Guaneas : Theſe repeated At- 
fronts provoke both her and her Mother; · and having 
argued the Affair with him they ſhew him Vixard's 
Letter, which recommended him as a Husband wor- 
thy of the young Lady. Sir Harry, on finding her 
a Woman of real Quality and Virtue, changes the 
Manner of his Addreſſes, and ſhe conſents to marry 
him. 

Lady Larewell having accepted of the Ring, no 
ſooner has Time to examine the Motto, than ſhe 
knows it to be the ſame ſhe gave to the dear Ruiner 
of her Virgin Innocence; not doubting but Sir 
Harry is the Perſon, ſhe flies to Ange/ica's, cha]. 
lenges his Promiſe of marrying her, and upbraids 
his Intentions of becoming the Husband of any 
other Woman: He is not able to comprehend her 
Meaning, and leaving her to vent her Rage alone, 
ſends Colonel Standard to reproach her in his turn 
for accepting the Ring, which he acknowledges for 
his own, and lent to the other to make a Trial 
of her Temper. By his Diſcourſe, and the Anſwers 
ſhe makes, they diſcover each other, and are mutually 
tranſported to meet after ſo long an Abſence. She 
now no longer has any Pique to Mankind, and 
Standard forgives the Effects of her Reſentment, ſince 
afted for his Sake. ildair and Standard reſume 
their former Friendſhip : Clincher and the Porter are 
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fet at Liberty, on the Miſtake being unravelled: S- 
ter is bailed, and threatens Revenge on Lurewell tor 
the Trick ſhe has put upon him; but ſhe ſoon itops 
his Mouth with Papers found in his Pocket-Book:, 
giving an Account of his Clandeſtine Dealings in 
Trade, and he is compelled to forgive all and de- 
liver up her Writings, After which the Curtain 
drops. 


COUNTRY WIFE, 


A GOMEDY. 


By Mr. WISoRERI ry. 


HAT this Play ſtill continues to be acted, 
maſt certainly be more owing to the Wit and 
Gayety of the Diction, than to any ſurpriſing Turns 
in the Plot, Beauty of the Cataſtrophe, or Morality 
in the Deſign, ſince it is ſo deficient in them all, as to 
make it be juſtly looked upon as one of thoſe En- 
tertainments which divert ſome Minds, but are far 
from being an Improvement to any. 
Mr. Pinchwife, a reformed Rake, who by con- 
verſing much with ill Women, had a bad Opinion 
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ct all, marries a young, beautiful, but very filly 
Country Lady, imagining himſelf more ſecure by 
her Simplicity, than he could be by the Virtue of 
the moſt prudent of her Sex. A Treaty of Mar- 
riage being on Foot between his Siſter Alithea and 
Mr. Sparki/b, he is obliged to come to London to aſſiſt 
at the Ceremony, and pay her Fortune, which has 
been in his Hands ever ſince the Death of their 
Father. He 1s now in the greateft Dilemma, he 
tears the Gayeties of London may corrupt his Wife, 
and he fears what may happen if he leaves her be- 
hind him: At length the Thoughts of keeping her 
under his own Eye prevail; he brings her to Town, 
but neither ſuffers her to go out of Doors without 
him, nor ſee any Company at Home. The News 
of his Arrival no ſooner reaches his former Com- 
panions than they all flock about him, wiſh him 
ſoy, and deſire to pay their Cempyiements to his 
Lady ; but he refuſes them all, and by his over Cau- 
tion the more excites their Curioſity. Horner, Do. 
rilant, and Harcourt are among the moſt intimate 
of his Friends; but as he knows them to be «il 
Nen of Pleaſure, he conceals his beautiful Conſort 
more carefully from none than from them. 

Horner, placing his whole Felicity in the Love of 
Women, has taken ſuch Meaſures to get into their 
Company, as he imagines will be effectual to blind 
the moſt Jealous Husband or Lover ; it being pub- 
lickly known that he had once an ill Diſtemper, he 
bribes a quack Doctor to give out that he ſuffered Emaſ 
culation in the Cure, and was now as errant an Eunuch 
as thoſe in the Grand Tur#'s Seraglio. This Report 
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being whiſpered as a Secret to every one, ſoon became 
the general Topick of Converſation amongſt all that 
knew him ; and thoſe, who before would not have 
ſuffered him to dine at the Table with any of thei 
Female Relations, now court his Company, and are 
never fo well pleaſed as when they prevail with him 
to ſtay with their Wives and Daughters in their Ab- 
lence, judging that as he cannot prejudice them him- 
ſelf, he will, out of meer Envy prevent others 
from doing it. Sir Faſper Fidget, the molt jealous 
Coxcomb in the World, never goes out of Doors 
with a ſatisſied Mind, unleſs he leaves Horner with 
his Lady, and a young unmarried Siſter. Old Lady 
Spueamih, who fears the Purity of her Grand-daugh- 
ter will be corrupted with the very Breath of a 
Man, tho' at an hundred Yards Diſtance, ſuffers 
Mr. Herner to Squire her where ever he pleaſes; but 
all theſe Examples have no Influence on Pizchwife : 
He believes not one Word of the ſuppoſed Accident; 
and when he hears that he has happened to fee 
his Wife at the Play, reſolves not to let her ſtir 
abroad any more during their Stay in Landon. 
That he may be gone as ſoon as poſſible from a 
Place which gives him ſo much Apprehenſion, he 
orders the Lawyer to be ſpeedy in drawing up the 
Marriage Settlement, and a Day is fix'd for the Ce- 
remony. But the intended Bridegroom bringing 
Harcourt to ſee his Miſtreſs, that Gentleman falls 
paſſionately in Love with her; nor is ſhe diſpleaſed 
with his Perion and Converſat:on ; however, as Things 
have gone ſo far between her and Spark, ſhe judges 
it would be diſhonourable in her to break off, and 
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when he declares his Affection, checks it by all the 
Means in her Power; nay, goes ſo far as to acquaint 
Sparkiſh with it, who being more a Beau than a 
Lover, takes it all for Gallantry, and gives Harcourt 
more Opportunity than before to proſecute his Ad- 
dreſſes. 

Poor Mrs. Pinchwife is all this while begging her 
ſurly Husband to let her go abroad and ſee the Shows, 
and the Walks, and the Signs, and all the fine Things 
ſhe has heard of in London; but he is not to be pre- 
vailed on, till wearied with her Importunities, he at 
length finds out a Way to comply with her Deſtres, 
and at the ſame Time ſecure is own Honour. He 
obliges her to put on Mens Cloaths, and thus diſ- 
guiſed and accompanied by his Siſter, carries her to 
walk in the New Exchange : Horner, Dorilant, Spar- 
ki, and Harccurt, happen to be there at the ſame 
Time; and Spark; thinking that 4/:thea is angry 
with Harcourt, joins Company, and will needs make 
them Friends ; after which he takes his Leave of them, 
and Harcourt renews his Courtſhip. Horner is 
charm'd with the Beauty of the ſeeming Boy Pinch- 
wife has with lim ; and being told it is his Wife's 
Brother, will needs entertain him for the Sake of his 
pretty Siſter. Pinchwwife loſes all Patience, and runs out 
to get a Coach: Horner takes the Opportunity of his 
Abſence, to draw Mrs. Pinchwife away from the 
Company, while Harcourt prevents Althea from ſol- 
owing them, and Dorilant holds Luc the Maid. 
Pinchawife, on his Return, is almoſt diſtracted to find 
his Wife gone, and is hurrying away in ſearch of her, 
when ſhe comes back loaded with Oranges and Sweet- 
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meats given her by Horner: The Rage and Jealouſy 
of this perplexed Husband are now arrived at their 
utmoſt Height; but he conceals his Reſentments till 
he gets Home, and then, not doubting but Horner 
knew it was ſhe, makes her write a Letter to him 
full of Contempt and Deteſtation. The poor Inno- 
cent expreſſes the greateſt Reluctance at writing to 
him in this Manner, and with her natural Simpl:- 
city confeſſes ſhe thinks him the fineſt Man ſhe ever 
ſaw; but her Husband commands, and ſhe mult obey 
When ſhe has concluded, Pinchzwife goes to fetch 
Wax, and in the mean Time Love taught her an 
Artifice none would have ſuſpected her of: She writes 
another Letter as kind as the former was ſevere, and 
having folded it up in the ſame Manner as the other, 
' gives it her Husband to ſeal up; who carries it him- 
ſelf to Horner. 

The Day for Alithea's Wedding being arrived, 
Harcourt can think of no Expedicnt for deferring it 
but by playing the Chaplain himſelf. He recom- 
mends a Brother of his, whom he ſays is in Orders, 
to Mr. Sparkih, and entreats he may have the Ho- 
nour of joining their Hands. The Bridegroom con- 
ſents, and Harcourt leaves him in order to ſend his 
Brother, as he ſays, but returns himſelf in a Canoni- 
cal Habit. Sparki is eafily deceived, but Alithea 
immediately knows him, and refuſes to be marricd 
by him; but Sparliſb inſiſts upon it; and ſhe now be- 
ginning to deſpiſe the Folly and Obſtinacy of her in- 
tended Husband, at laſt conſents, to ſee how far the 
other will purſue his Plot, who pronounces but Half 
the Ceremony, and chuſes that Part of it which he 
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knows will not ſtand good in Law. Alithea more 
pleaſed, than ſhe her ſelf approves, with the Wit of 
her new Lover, and vex'd at the Stupidity of Spar- 
44, flings from them both and goes a Viſiting. 

In the mean Time, Mrs. Pinchwife, impatient to 
be with Mr. Horner, begins a Letter to him, entreat- 
ing him to take her from the Arms of a Man ſhe 
loaths : In this Employment ſhe is ſurprized by her 
Husband, who ſeeing what ſhe has wrote, draws his 
Sword, and ſwears to put an End to her Life that 
AMoment ; but the ſudden coming in of Sparki/> o- 
bliges him to {mother his Reſentment ; he ſhuts her 
into a Cloſet till he gets rid of Spar4/4 ; and Lucy 
having an Opportunity of ſpeaking to her through 
the Door, inſtructs her how the may avoid the Rage 
of ker Husband, and alſo by his Means come at her 
Lover. She tells him it was Al/ithea who made her 
write the Letter; that in Caſe Mr. Horner ſhould 


refuſe her proffer'd Paſſion, he might not have it in 


his Power to expoſe her by producing any Proof of it 
nnder her Hand. Horner having teſtified ſome Con- 
cern to Pinchwife, at hearing his Sifter was to be 
married that Morning to Sparki/b, confirms him 
of the Truth of what is told him by his Wife, and 
beizeving that there is an Intreague between that Lady 
and Horner, he reſolves to carry her to him, and o- 
blige him to repair the Injury by marrying her, as 
{te has faid, the Ceremony with Spark; was inva- 
lid. He therefore calls for her, but his Wife tells 
him, her Modeſty will not permit her to appear be- 
fore him ; but 1f he will promiſe not to ask her any 
Queſtions, and give her Leave to wear a Mask, ſhe 
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will readily be conducted by him where- ever he ple» 
ſes; he yields to this, and Mrs. Pinchawife going into 
the next Room, as to ſend her to him, ſlips on a 
Gown of that Lady's, and a Mask ; on which te 
takes her by the Hand and leads her to Horner's Lodę- 
ings. That Gentleman is ſtrangely ſurprized to fee 
a Woman introduced to him by Pinchwife, to hear 
him ſay ſhe is a Relation, that he expects he ſhould 
marry her, and that he will return immediately with 
a Parſon. "Tis however to be ſuppoſed that the Lady 
and he come to an Explanation as ſoon as the Hut- 
band is gone. 

Pinchwife, as he is going for a Parſon, happening 
to meet Sparkih, acquaints him with the imaginary 
Paſſion Alitbea has for Horner, which the other nct 
readily believing, he bids him go to that Gentleman's 
Apartment, where he will be convinced by ſeeing 
her with him. 

Convinced by the Aſſeverations of his Friend, 
Sparki/h reſolves to go to Horner's, and reproach her 
Infidelity ; in his Way he meets her coming home 
from her Viſit, and accoſts her with the molt rude 
and indecent Language ; then without waiting for her 
\niwer, leaves her. This Treatment makes her 
now rejoice ſhe has been married to him but in jeſt, 
and reſolves to give her ſelf to Hercourt, whoſe inge- 
nious Delay of her intended Nuptials, has given her 
an Opportunity of ſeeing into the Humour of 
Sparkyh. 

Mrs. Pinchife has all this while little Enjoyment 
of her dear Horner's Company: Sir Faſper Fidget 
has ſent in a Banquet, and ſoon after Lady Fidget, 
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Mrs. Dainty Fidget, the Siſter, and Miſs Sguca mit, 
follow ; theſe Ladies are diverting themſelves with 
him in all the Pleaſures that can indulge the moſt 
looſe and abandon'd Inclinations ; and our poor Coun- 
try Wife is ſhut up in a Cloſet alone, with no other 
Conſolation than the Hope Mr. Horner will not re- 
turn her to her Husband ; but even that ſoon vaniſhes, 
when on hearing Mr. Pinchwife is at the Door, he 
would fain perſuade her to ſlip out the back Way, 


and be at Home before him. During the Argument 


he comes up Stairs, and ſhe is obliged to return to her 
Concealment. 

Pinchwife had ſome where or other met Althea, 
whom he imagines has changed her Dreſs ſince he 
conducted her to Horner's, nor will be perſuaded that 
it was any other than her ſelf he left with him: He 
has now procured a Parſon; and brings Spar, 
Haraurt, and Lucy, to be Witneſſes of the Marriage: 
Alithea, who cannot comprehend the Meaning of his 
Hiſcourſe, ſuppoſes her Honour has been aſpers'd by 
ſome malicious Tongues, and is very much enraged : 
Finchabiſt inſiſts on her being married to Horner, and 


they all look on one another with the utmoſt Conſter- 
nation, till Pinchwife lays his Hand on his Sword, 


and threatens that Horner ſhall expiate the Wrong 
done to his Family with his Life; on which Mrs. 
P inchwwife comes from the Cloſet and runs between 
ter Husband and Gallant: The Sight of her in 
Alithea's Cloaths unfolds Part of the Myſtery ; the 
enraged Husband 1s going to make his Wife the Sa- 
crifice of his Reſentment ; but Lucy falls at his Feet, 
entreats Forgiveneſs, and aſſures him it was her ſelf 


that 


( 85 J 

that put Mrs. Pinchife on telling all theſe Lies, for 
no other Reaſon than to break off her Lady's Match 
with Mr. Sparki/h : Horner proteſts the Innocence of 
Mrs. Pinchwife; and Sir Faſper, Lady Fidget, Mrs. 
Dainty, Lady Squeamiſh, and Miſs Squeamiſh coming 
in that Moment, and confirming the Truth of the 
Report, concerning his Incapacity of injuring the 
Honour of any Woman, Pinchwife grows more 
calm, though in his Heart he is ſtill far from believ- 
ing it ; but conſidering the Ignorance and Simplicity 
of his Wife, and that he brought her hither himſelf, 
he judges it moſt prudent to ſtifle his Diſquiet. 

Alithea gives her Hand to Harcourt, and the Play 
Ends without any Detection of Harner's Deceit, who 
for ought we know, may go on in an uninterrupted 


Courſe of Debauchery to his Lite's End. 


DISTREST MOTHER; 
A TRAGEDY. 


By Mr. AM BROSEPUILLIIPSò. 


3 


FTE R the Deſtruction of Troy, the Royal 
Captives being divided by Lot among the G-e- 

can Princes; Andromache, Widow of Heetor, with 
her young Son A/fyanax, ſell to the Share of Pzr-hus, 
King 
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King of Epirus. This Prince was contracted to Her- 
mione, Daughter of Mene/aus King of Sparta ; ſhe 
was ſent to his Court, all Things were ready for the 
Celebration of their Nuptials ; and every Day gave 
Expectations that the next would ſee the Performance 
of them; but his Soul being fired with an unhappy 
Paſſion for Andromache, made him ill find Pretences 
for Delay, though without receiving the leaſt Encou- 
ragement from that truly diſconſolate Widow. 

The Greeks in the mean Time, remembring the 
Wonders they had ſeen perform'd by Hector, begin to 
conceive Apprehenſions of what might be hereafter 
attempted by his Son; therefore diſpatch an Ambaſ- 
ſador to Pyrrhus, to oblige him to deſtroy the Child, 
or hear himſelf declared the Enemy of Greece; and 
that this Determination may have the greater Weight, 
no leſs a Perſon than Oreſtes, the Son of Aamemnon, 
is deputed in that Character, which he readily under- 
takes for the Sake of ſeeing Hermione, with whom 
he has long been paſſionately in Love. 

The Arrival of this Prince at the Court of Epirus, 
and his meeting with his Friend P;/ades there, whom 
he had not ſeen a conſiderable Time, begins the 
Play. 

The Character of Pyrrhus is pretty conformable to 
that which Homer has given us of his Father Achilles, 
raſh, vain-glorious, 1mpetuous, and diſdainful of Con- 
troul : When Or-/es delivers the Purport of his Em- 
baſſy, he expreſſes a Contempt of the Greeks, for en- 
tertaining any Fears of what may happen from the 
Remains of ieder, but much more for any Menaces 
from themſelves ; he abſolutely refuſes their Requeſt, 

and 
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and lets the Son of Q amemnon know he may depart, 
as ſoon as he pleaſes, with this final Anſwer. 

Nothing could be more agreeable to the Wiſhes of 
Oreſtes, than this Behaviour in the King; he now 
flatters himſelf that the Greeks will be diſoblig'd ; the 
Marriage with Hermione broke off, and that Princeſs 
be recall'd to Sparta. His Hopes are yet more in- 
dulg'd, when ſhe acquaints him that ſhe has receiv'd 
a Command from Menelaus, to embark with him if 
AMpanaæx is not delivered up; but all theſe pleaſing 
Expectations vaniſh when they ſeem moſt near Accom- 
pliſhment. | 

Pyrrhus making a Merit to Andromache, of pre- 
ſerving her Son, and demanding her Love as the Re- 
compence of his Service, that afflicted Queen anſwers 
his Offers in ſo cold a Manner, as entirely changes 
his former Reſolution ; and meeting Ore/tes immedi- 
ately after, excuſes himſelf, as not having ſufficiently 
weighed the Greeks Demand in their laſt Converſa- 
tion; ſays he now allows the Juſtice of it, will 
yield Afyanax, Eſpouſe Hermione without Delay, 
and defires Oreftes to inform her of it, and to Per- 
ſonate her Father in giving him her Hand. 

The Diſpair of Oreſtes is now beyond all Bounds, 
he thinks of nothing but Death, reſolves to return 
no more from Epirus, till invigorated by the Counſels 
of his Friend Pylades, they form a Plot to carry off 
Hermione by Stealth. That Princeſs, who loves 
Pyrrhus with an Extremity of Paſſion, is tranſported 
at this unhoped for Alteration in his Sentiments ; and 
Anaramache gives her whole Soul a Prey to the moſt 
conſummate Grief: She ſollicits her triumphant Rival 


in 


in Behalf of the condemn'd 4/yanax, but receives no 
Conſolation, nor the leaſt Proſpe&t of Relief, till 
perſuaded by her Confident Cephiſa, ſhe throws her- 
ſelf at Pyrrhus's Feet, entreating him to revoke his 
Sentence, and vowing not to outlive the Execution of 
it. On ſeeing her, and hearing her Complaints, 
the King relapſes into his former Paſſion, is able to 
refuſe her nothing; but diſſembling the Exceſs of his 
Tenderneſs, makes the Price of her Son's Redemp- 
tion, her Conſent to marry him, which ſhe at length 
grants ; but at the ſame Time ſecretly reſolves, that 
as ſoon as the Nuptials are performed, and her Son 
aſſured of Protection, to put an End to her Life, and 
avoid yielding her ſelf to any ſecond Bed. 

Hermione at this News is all Diſtraction and Fury, 
the Wrong done to her Love, the Indignity to her 
Charms operates fo ſtrongly on her haughty Na- 
ture, that Revenge is all ſhe now defires : She ſends 
for Oreftes, ſhe begs, ſhe commands him to aſſiſt in 
her Deſigns, ſhe ſooths his Love, ſhe promiſes hin: 
hers, and at laſt prevails on him to aſſaſſinate Pyr-/ 
in the Temple, where he was gone to be married to 
Andremache. 

Oreftes having undertaken this dreadful Comm; 
fon, aſſembles all his Friends, and ſeconded by the 
Spartans of Hermione's Train, goes to the Tempic, 
where he finds it no difficult Matter to perform his 
Promiſe, the greateſt Part of Pyrrbus's Guards being 
placed about Aſtyanax. The unhappy Prince was 
murder'd at the Foot of the Altar, in the very Mo- 
ment he was giving Andromache his Hand, The 
Crue! Decd accompliſhed, Oreftes haſtens to Her- 
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mione, informs her that her Orders are obeyed, anc 
demands her Promiſe of embarking with him for 
Sparta: But the Princeſs, inſtead of approving what 
ſhe had with ſo many Threats, Prayers, and Pro- 
miſes inforced, upbraids the horrid Action, calls him 
a Murderer, a vile Aſſaſſin, declares her Hate to him, 
her Love to Pyrrbus; and meeting the Body of that 
ſlaughter'd Prince, plunges a Dagger into her Bo- 
ſom, and teſtifies ſhe had no leſs a Share of 'I'ender- 
neſs for his Perſon, than of Rage for his Indiffe- 
rence. 

Oreſtes confuſed, aſtoniſh'd at the Treatment he 
has received from a Perſon who alone could have had 
Power to urge him to a Deed like what he had juſt 
been guilty of, is quite ſtupified, and wholly regard- 
leſs of his own Safety; but when Pylades acquaints 
him with the Death of Hermione, he loſes the Uſe 
of his Reaſon entirely, and falls into the moſt terrible 
Ravings that Grief, Remorſe and Horror ever ex- 
cited. Andromache being proclaimed Qucen, and 
vowing Revenge on the Murderers of Pyrrhrs, the 
faithful Pylades forces his wretched Friend on board 
the Veſſel which had brought him on this fatal Em- 
baſly ; and the ſecure Protection the State of Epirus 
now affords to He&or's Son and Widow, finithes the 
Buſineſs of this affecting and celebrated Play. 
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Don SEBASTIAN, 


King of PORTUGAL; 


ATRAGEDY. 


By Mr. DRY DER. 


A SUly Mialumct, and Muley Moluch, two Deſcen- 
[ dants of the ſame Family of the Aer, equal- 
ly pretended a Right to fit upon the Throne of Bar- 
bary: Aſter a long Conteſt, the Arms of the latter 
prevailed : Mulez Mahumet, with Zaida his Queen, 
and young Son, took Refuge in the Court of Spair, 
where at that Time Juan King of Portugal was a 
Gueſt. 

Manly Bravery ſhining through a moſt graceful 
Perſon in the Royal Portugueze, and all the ſofter 
Charms of Womanhood in the beautiful Zaida, ſoon 
made them the Object of each other's Wiſhes ; too 
mach they yielded to the warm Impulſe, and a 
Daughter was the Product of their guilty Paſſion : 
Yet with ſuch Caution did they manage their Love, 
that it was not in the leaſt ſuſpected by any but A 
warez, a Nobleman of Juan's Train, who was the 

Conh- 
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Confident. When National Affairs required the King 
of Portugals Return Home, and they were obliged 
to ſeparate, he ordered this 4/varez to procure two 
Rings to be made, which ſhould perpetuate the Me- 
mory of each to the other, without betraying the Se- 
cret to any beſide. Theſe Memorandums, ſo fatal 
afterwards to their Poſterity, were contrived with 
Joints ſo as to claſp together, or when aſunder, to 
open by imperceptible Springs, and diſcloſe a Heart 
ſplit in two Parts; that which was leſt with the 
Dueen had Juan engraved on it; that reſerved by 
Juan for himſelf, had Zaida. In fine they parted, 
and in ſome Years after, Muley Mahumet dying, the 
Widowed Queen ſent her Son and Daughter to P9r!u- 
gal, to implore her Royal Lover's Aſſiſtance for the 
regaining Barbary from Muley Maluch; he readily 
agreed to this Demand, but Death put a Stop to the 
Execution of his Deſigns ; with his laſt Breath, how- 
ever, he enjoined Don Sebaſtian, his Son and Succel- 
ſor, to undertake the Expedition; but he nceded not 
ſo preſſing a Command; the Eyes of Almeyda, for fo 
was the young Princeſs called, had already left him 
no other Will, than that of ſeeing her. He raiſed 
a great Army and invaded the Territories of Muley 
Moluch; but the Forces of the Barbarian were too 
numerous; the Brother of A/meyda was flain in Battle, 
and her ſcif, with Don Sebaſtian, Antonio, Alvarez, 
and a great Number of Noble Portugueze were made 
Priſoners, and brought to A/cazar, where Mule 
Moluch then reſided ; and is the Scene of Action du- 
ring the whole Play, which is ſuppoſed to begin im- 
mediately after the Battle. 
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The chief Perſons of this Court, at leaſt thoſe who 
are any way conducive to the Buſineſs of the Tra- 
gedy, are Muliy Mcluch the King, Muley Zeiden his 
Brother, Benducar his firſt Miniſter, the Mufti, and 
Dorax, a gallant Portugueze Reneg ado, and Gover- 
nor of Alcazar ; but becauſe this laſt has a Part pe- 
culiarly intereſting to an Audience, tis fit I ſhould a 
little prepoſſeſs my Reader alſo in his Favour, by 
giving ſome Sketches of his Character, and the Mo- 
tives which induced him to renounce all that before 
was dear to him. 

He was called Alonzo, and of the Nobleſt Blood 
in Portugal, yet all the Honours he derived from An- 
ceſtry, were ſhort of what his Perſonal Bravery ac- 
quired him: He was deliberate in Council, bold in 
Action, Ioyal, open, gencrous, and ſincere ; but as 
an Alloy to his Virtues, he was fierce, haughty, and 
unforgiving : The Natural Warmth of his Temper 
was vet render'd more warm by Love, and being de- 
nied the Gratification of his Wiſhes by the King, 
whoſe Ward the fair Inſpirer of them was, he grew 
ſo far tranſported that he drew his Sword even in the 
Sight of Majeſty, on the Perſon for whoſe Sake he 
had been refuſed : On which, his Sovereign think- 
ing himſelf affronted in this Action, ſpurn'd him 
from his Preſence, and forced the Lady to marry with 
his more favoured Rival. Diſgrac'd thus in his Ser- 
vices, undone in his Love, his native Country now 
ſeem'd a Hell, and all his former Friends ſo many 
Furies, which reminded him of his loſt Condition : 
Diſpair and Rage left not the leaſt Room for cool 
Reflection; he went in the immediate Anguiſh of his 
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Soul among the Turks, embraced their Religion, and 
without conſidering the Conſequence, either as here, 
or hereafter, abjured at once his King, his Country, 
and his God. 

He was received at the Court of Barbary with the 
utmoſt Joy, all the great Men ſeem'd to outvie each 
other in their Compliments to this Illuſtrious Rene- 
gado; but none more than Benducar : Not that he 
really valued Merit for its own Sake, but he was a 
firſt Miniſter, and ſtood fo near the Throne, that his 
Ambition prompted him with the Hopes of one Day 
ſtepping into it ; it was therefore his Intereſt to ſecure 
to his Party, if poſſible, Men of this Character. 

Alonzo, who muit hereafter be diſtinguiſhed by 
the Name of Doraæx, anſwered their Congratulations 
with a cold Civility : His Love and his Revenge un- 
ſatiated, which this Natural Sincerity would not ſuf- 
fer him to conceal, left ſuch a ſullen Cloud upon his 
Brow, that all the Honours heap'd upon him had not 
the Power to diſſipate. On the Invaſion Don Seba- 
ſtian made in the Behalf of Almæ da and her Bro- 
ther, he appear'd ſomewhat chear'd, hoping in the 
Battle either to ſlay or be ſlain by that young Hero; 
but Chance ſtill keeping them aſunder, he relaps'd 
into his former Gloomineſs of Mind. In what Nan- 
ner he afterwards thought, and ated, the Play, to 
which I now proceed, ſhall ſet forth. 

Muley Moluch had made a folemn Vow, in Pre- 
ſence of the Mufti, in Caſe he overcome the 
Chriſtians, to ſacrifice three of thoſe whom the Chance 
of War ſhould put into his Hands : Accordingly the 
Captives were brought forth: Don Sebaſtian, Alva- 
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rex, and Axtonio were among the Number, but fo 
diſguiſed as to render them undiſtinguiſhable from the 
Reſt. An Urn containing a great Number of Balls, 
of which three only were black, is brought and 
prefented to the Priſoners, who all except the King 
and his two Nobles approach to take their Lot 
with Fear and 'Trembling. The fatal Chance, how- 
ever, falls on thoſe heroick Souls; and the little 
Concern they expreſs at it, makes Muly Moluch, 
who has ſomewhat of Magnanimity in his Nature, 
think one of thoſe brave Spirits a Sacrifice ſuffi- 
cient to be offered. He therefore commands the 
Balls again to be put into the Urn with only one of 
Ebony, that which ſoever of theſe three ſhall draw 
it forth, may ſuffer for his Companions. This is 
Sebaſtian's Lot, who, having now no more to manage, 
throws off his Diſguiſe, reſolving not to die beneath 
himſelf. The Graces of his Perſon, his undaunted 
Courage, and the Dignity of his Character makes 
a wonderful Impreſſion on the Soul of Muley Mo- 
auch: He repeals his Vow, filences the Remon- 
ſtrances of the Mufti, and not only bids his Royal 
Captive live, but treats him as his Gueſt, and offers 
him his Friendſhip. As it was the Cuſtom of the 
Barbarians to expoſe their Priſoners to Sale, Dorax 
paid the Sum demanded for Afvarez, and has him 
conducted to the Caſtle as one of his own Retinue, 
tho' without diſcovering himſelf to him. 

Almeyda, being unvailed, triumphs in her Turn, 
over her Conqueror: His ſavage Heart a little ſoft- 
ned by his Admiration of Sebaſtian is now quite diſ- 
ſolved by the Power of Beauty: He forgets his anci- 
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ent Animoſity, and would gladly ſhare that Crown with 
her which has been ſo long conteſted ; but ſhe diſdair. 
tul of his Offers, confeſſes herſelf a Chriſtian ; on 
which not daring to marry, that being abſolutely 
againſt their Laws, he reſolves to gratify his Paſſion 
by leſs honourable Means ; and, if ſhe does not com- 
ply, to have Recourſe to Force: He leaves Sebaſtian, 
however, to perſwade her to the former: Deteſtable 
Injunction to a Prince of the ſtricteſt Principles of 
Honour and Religion ! and who beſides loved, and 
was beloved by her with the moſt pure and perfect 
Tenderneſs. Inſtead of wounding her chaſte Ears 
with the Tyrant's Suit, he preſſes her to reward his 
own Paſſion, by marrying him that Moment; to 
which after ſome Scruples ſhe conſents, and one of 
his Chaplains being then a Priſoner, and permitted 
to attend on him, by the Favour of Muley Moluch, 
their Hands are that Evening joined. 

Benducar had uſed all Artifices to ſet the People 
againſt Muley Moluch, perſwading them that they 
would receive many Benefits from a Monarch, ſuch 
as Muley Zuden, not that he ever intended any Thing 
in Favour of that Prince ; but having no Pretence to 
mount the Throne himſelf, he made Uſe of his more 
popular Name to depoſe the King ; which when he 
ſhould have accompliſhed , he doubted not but to find 
Aeans to put by the Succeſſion of the other. The 
Arrival of Almeyda made him change the Form of 
his Deſign : Her Beauty and equal Pretenſions to the 
Crown rendered her a more formidable Rival to 
Muley Moluch, than his younger Brother could poſſibly 
be: He reſolves, therefore, to procure the Imperial 
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Dignity for her, and afterwards for himſelf, by obliging 
her to marry him. 'To this End he endeavours to 
gain the Muti and Dorax to his Intereſt : The former 
is eaſily prevailed upon; but the brave Rennegado 
treats his Diſloyalty as it deſerves, and diſcloſes all 
he has ſaid to the King. Which notwithſtanding is 
without Effect, that artful Traitor having received his 
Permiſſion to found all ſuch of the Courtiers whom he 
had repreſented as diſaffected; and Dorax, inſtead of 
Thanks, meets with a Rebuke from Muley Moluch. 
As the prying Eyes of this pernicious Stateſman 
were ever on the Watch, he immediately diſcovers 
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Sebaſtian's Marriage with Almeyda ; it was therefore 
neceſſary to his Plots that Nſuley Moluch ſhould reign 
yet a little longer for the Deſtruction of this Rival, l 
whoſe Life would otherwiſe have been an indiſſolu- t 

le Bar to the Poſſeſſion of his Wiſhes. He acquaints t 
the King with what has happened, on which, as he J 
magined, Sebaſtian is doom'd to Death, and Dorax ap- 5 
rointed the Exxecutioner ; which Task he ſullenly under- h 
takes, but does not mention in what Time he will per- d 
form it, upon which Muley Moluch grows enraged, and t 
threatens to diſplace him from his Government. Ben- d 
ducar thinks this a favourable Criſis to compleat his De- H 
ſign; he perſwades the King to feign himſelf content h 
with his Behaviour, remonſtrating to him how dange- _ 
rous it would be to diſoblige him, having a thouſand 1 
Chriſtian Captives in the Caſtle, and alſo the Love of 1 
all the Aßtican Soldiery, but promiſes to diſpatch him th 
ſecretly; Muley Moluch is pleaſed with the Deſign; er 
and ſeeming entirely reconciled, calls for a Bowl of Ry 
Wine to drown all former Animoſtties. Benducar ar 
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mingles Poiſon in the Cup preſented to Dorax, and 
the Mufti, no leſs Jealous of the Loyalty of this 
gallant Renegado, ſpices it alſo with a no leſs deadly 
Drug. Nothing could be more an Enemy to Life 
than each of theſe Ingredients ; but the one being of a 
Nature exceſſive hot, and the other of as great a cold, 
they ſerved only to expe! each other, tho' their Ope- 
ration for a Time inflicted the moſt poynant Tor- 
ments. 

Benducar ignorant of what the M had done, and 
not in the leaſt doubting but Dorax had diſpatched 
Sebaſtian, and was now himſelf no more, obtained the 
King's Permiſſion to raiſe the Populace, and alſo the 
Command of his Guards to ſeize the Caſtle, on Pre- 
tence that the Friends of Dorax might attempt ſome- 
thing for his Revenge. But the Uſe he made of 
this Power may be a Warning to all Princes not to 
place too much Confidence in any one Man. The 
perhdious Benducar turned the Arms his Sovereign 
had put into his Hands againſt himſelf, who being 
deprived of all Means of Defence fell a Sacrifice 
to the Ambition of this Traitor: Mauley Moluch 
dead, he runs to the Apartment of Almeyda, tells 
her what he has done was for the Preſervation of 
her Life and Honour; and that the Throne being 
now at his Diſpoſal, he will declare her Queen, 
on Condition ſhe conſents to ſhare the Royal Dig- 
nity with him. Diſſimulation is now a Virtue in 
this Princeſs, Death, or perhaps a Conſequence 
even more dreadful to her, muſt have enſued her 
treating this Preſumption as it deſerved : She there- 
fore conceals the Senſe ſhe has of it, and without 
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either rejecting or yielding to his Propoſal defires 
him to conduct her where the People were gathered 
together. 

But while theſe Things were tranſacting among 
the great, Aulonis alſo experienced the odd Viciſſi- 
tudes of Fortune : He had firſt been a Slave to the 
Captain of the Rabble, and was afterwards bought by 
the Migti to work in his Garden; where being ſeen 
by Morama, Daughter to the Mufti, ſhe falls in 
Love with him, and throws a Letter from her Win- 
dow to inform him of her Paſſion, and appoints to 
meet him in a cloſe Walk the ſame Night. Antonio 
3s young and amourous, ſo fails not to be there; but 
7 ehayma, Wife to the Mufti, being alſo charmed with 
him, and having ſeen him go into the Garden ſteals 
down to meet him; he miſtakes her for Morayma, 
and takes her eagerly in his Arms, but being ſoon 
convinced, of his Error, by her Voice, falls entirely 
off from the Warmth of his firſt Addreſs ; nor can all 
her Courtſhip reinſpire him with the leaſt Spark of 
Deſire 3 which fo incenſes her, that in Revenge ſhe 
cries out a Rape; the Muf7 hears and deſcends ; but 
Antonio, on his Approach, promiſing FJohama to 
amend his Conduct, ſhe excuſes him to her Husband. 
Aſter they Lave left him, Morayma appears, who 
offers to run away with him, and bring with her the 
Value of twelve hundred thouſand Crowns, if he will 
ſwear to marry her. He readily :grees, but while 
ſhe goes in to fetch the 'I'reaſure, and Antonio to 
provide Horſes for their Eſcape, the Mufti, not per- 
fettly fatichea with his Wife's Behaviour, as to An- 
£920, dilguites himſelf in the Habit of a Slave, and 
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walks under her Window: Morayma returning, runs 
to her Father, whom ſhe takes for Antonio, and 
puts the Casket into his Hands. All is now be- 
trayed ; but Antonio, coming that Moment, ſeizes the 
Myfti by the Throat, and is going to bind and gag 
him in an Arbour while they make their Eſcape. 
The Buſtle of this Adventure alarms Fohayma, who 
ſeeing Antonio and Morayma, and not knowing her 
Husband in that Diſguiie, calls out to the Servants to 
take Arms, and ftop ſome Thieves that are in the 
Garden. On the Noiſe Morayma obliges Antonio to 
Ay for his Life, and he is no ſooner gone than the 
Servants appear in Search of the ſuppoſed Villains, 
Morapma tells them ſhe has found one, preſenting her 
Father to them, who dares not diſcover himſelf for 
Fear of ſcandalizing his Function, and while they 
are beating him, ſhe runs after Antonios with the 
Casket under her Arm. 

Antonia having quitted the Garden, finds the whole 
Town in an Uproar, and ſeeing the Captain of the 
Rabble, puts himſelf under his Protection, juſt as 
Benducar according to Almeyda's Requeſt preſents her 
to the People. That Princeſs with an admirable Pre- 
ſence of Mind, relates to them what Benducar has 
done, the Propoſal he has made to her, and her De- 
teſtation of it; then commits herſe!! and Cauſe en- 
tirely to them. Antonio 15 of great Service to her at 
this critical Jun&ture by influencing the Captain of 
the Rabble in her Favour ; and Benducar is ſtung to 
the Soul to find himſelf thus circumvented by a Wo- 
man. 

F 2 Do, ax, 
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Dorax, in the mean Time being recovered of 
the Agonies of his double Poiſon, convinced of 
the foul Play offered him, ſets Sebaſtian at Liberty, 
and both of them at the Head of the Chriſtians, and 
thoſe Hicaus well affected to the Noble Renegado, 
ſecure the Citadel, and afterwards haſten to the Mar- 
ket-Place, where they found 4/meyda in the Hands of 
the Populace. *T would be too tedious to ſet forth the 
"Tranſports of theſe Royal Lovers to ſee each other 
ſafe ; but the firſt Demonſtrations a little over, Seba- 
ſeian ſeeing himſelf from a Captive become a Con- 
queror, and in Poſſeſſion of what he valued more 
than Life or Liberty, his dear A/meyda, knows not 
tow ſufficiently to expreſs his Thanks to Dorax, to 
whom alone heowes all theſe invaluable Bleſſings ; but 
he declines the Gratitude he offered, and ſays there is 
but one Way to recompence his Service. The King 
entreats to know it, and with a ſolemn Vow aſſures 
him of the Grant, whatever it be. Dorax then deſires 
all but themſelves may leave the Place, which being 
complied with, he diſcovers himſelf to be 4/onzs, re- 
peats his Wrongs, and avows his Purpoſe in faving 
him from the Sentence of Muley Moluch, was only be- 
ciuſe his Vengeance had been imperfect, if he had 
fallen by any other Hand, or doomed by any other than 
himſelf; then tells him that all the Recompence he de- 
mands isa fair Combat, and that he will accept of, 
nor be ſatisfied with ought elſe. Sebaſtian is ſhock'd, 
but at the Remembrance of his Vow, all other Con- 
ſiderations ſubſide : They are juſt going to fight, 
when the King mentioning that Rival's Death, for 
whom he had been rejected, Dorax draws back his 
Arn 
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Arm to know in what Manner he fell. The Roya! 
Antagoniſt complies, and informs him that he died in 
Battle, and in Defence of him; and withall, that the 
Lady, whoſe Beauty had firit made them Foes, tho” 
compelled to marry the other, had never yielded to 
ſhare his Bed, but lived devoted to the \ſemory ot 
Alo1z9, 

This Intelligence converts the late inflexible Soul 
of our gallant Renegado into Tenderneſs and Re- 
pentance: He forgets all that ſeem'd Injuſtice to 
himſelf, and owns he has been but too guilty. Se- 
baſtian, in his turn, conſeſſes he did ill fo far to 
urge his Nature, and never was a more perfect 
Reconciliation: Every Thing has now the Face of 
Joy: Morayma, having got ſafe to the Caſtle, puts 
herſelf under the Protection of her beloved Antonin 2 
Almeyda being proclaimed Queen of Barbary, that 
Realm is to be added, in her Right, to Don Se- 
baſtian's Title. Alonzo, to make the King's Hap- 
pineſs compleat, preſents Alvarex to him, whom 
ſince their Captivity he has not ſeen ; but this in- 
tended Bleſſing proves the ſevereſt of all Curſes : 
Alvarez perceiving the great Tenderneſs between 
Sebaſtian and Almeyda, and not knowing they were 
already married, to prevent the Perpetration of 
that Crime, reveals the fatal Secret of the Queen's 
Birth, and confirms the Truth of what he ſays 
by the Rings they wear, and other Evidences too 
ſtrong to be denied: Both are ſeized with an un- 
ſpeakable Diſpair ; Almeyda ſwoons, Sebaſtian is go- 
ing to fall upon his Sword, but it is witheld, and 
Reaſon and Religion getting the better of thoſe 
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violent Emotions, they reſolve to part for ever, and 
to paſs che Remainder of their Days in Penance. 
Sebaſtian retires among the Hermits, and Almeyda 
to a Monaſtery in Tercere's. Miley Zeiden is made 
King of Barbary; Benducar executed for his 'Trea- 
ſons, half the Muftis Treafures confiſcated and 
given to Antonio, Who with I ara, ma returns to Par- 
twgal, as does allo Ahbazo, in order to reconcile 
himſelf to the Church, and be at iſt happy in his 
Love. 

That the whole Story f Trage ly is 
fictitious, is greatly to the Priits r the aumira- 
ble Author, not only as it ſhews a vaſt Fertility 
of Invention, but alſo affords a Moral neceſſary 
to be reflected on by all the gay Part or the 
World. 
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A Comical HISTORY. 


Pr I. 


By Mr. Dou RTEx. 
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HIS Comedy is taken from the excellent 
Romance, which bears the fame Name, writ- 
ten by Michael Cervantes: The Hero of it is of the 
Mancha in Spain, a Gentleman of good natural Parts, 
and well educated, but has his Brain ſo much turn'd 
by a conſtant Reading of Books of Chivalry, that he 
looks on all the fabulous Stories contained in them 
as real Facts; and burning with Deſire to follow 
thoſe glorious Examples, reſolves to ſet up for a 
Knight Errant, and wander through the World in 
Search of Adventures; and having perſwaded a 
poor fooliſh Neighbour of his, called Sancho Pan- 
cha, to leave his Family, and go with him as his 
Squire, they march forth together; the one accou- 
tred in ſome Pieces of old ruſty Armour, and 
mounted on a lean Horſe, and the other on Dap- 
ple his Aſs, with a little Wallet for Proviſion. 
F 4 The 
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The Play begins with their Entrance into the plea- 
ſant Fields of Montie/, where a Windmill appearing 
at a Diſtance, Don Qxixote imagin'd it a Giant, no 
leſs formidable than Briareus with his hundred 
Hands, and would needs give a Proof of his Cou- 
rage by encountring it; he draws his Sword, and en- 
deavours to pierce the Body, but is whisk'd about by 
the Sails, and meit have had his Neck broke, had 
he not fortunately been flung into a Fiſh-pond, out 
of which, with ſome difficulty, he got ſafe to an Inn. 
But this Diſaſter making no Abatement in his Frenzy, 
he thought it had fallen on him only becauſe he ſer 
out unqualified, and had not received the Honour of 
Knighthood ; and taking the Inn for a Caſtle, and 
the Hoſt for the Lord of it, deſires in a moſt courtly 
Manner, that he will do him that Favour. The 
Inn- keeper being a merry facetious Fellow, humours 
his Folly, and prepares every Thing for the mock 
Ceremony, according to the Laws of Romances. 

In the mean Time Perez, a Curate of Mancha, 
having been inform'd that his Niece Dorothea had 
quitted her Father's Houſe, for the Love of Fernando, 
a young Nobleman, who had debauched, and after- 


. wards forſook her, and now lived diſguiſed among the 


Shepherds, came to Montiel in ſearch of her. Nicho- 
las a merry Barber of the ſame Town accompanies 
him, and as they knew Don Quixote was there, they 


_ contrived together how they might bring him back to 


his Houſe, and work, if poſſible, ſome Cure on 

him. | 
They come to the Inn juſt as Don Quixote is go- 
ing to be dub'd Knight of the ill-favour'd Face, and 
aſſiſt 
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aſſiſt at the Solemnity. Soon after, a Funeral, witli a 
great Proceſſion of Prieſts and Shepherds paſſing by 
the Inn-Door, they all run out to ſee it. I his was 
the Body of a young Student, called CH tem, who 
died for Love of Marcella, a beautiful Shepherdeſs of 
thoſe Parts, which was conducting to the Grave by 
his dear Friend Aunbraſio. 

As they are performing the laſt Obſequies, Mar- 
cela appears, and, inſtead of expreſſing any Concern, 
triumphs in the Power of her Charms, and laughs 
both at the Folly of the Deceas'd, and the Upbraid- 
ings of the Living; at which Aubraſis is fo incenſed, 
that on her offering to quit the Place, he bids the 
Shepherds hold her till he vents the utmoſt of his 
Rage in Reproaches ; but Don Quixote looking on 
this as a wonderful Adventure, and worthy of his 
Sword, draws on thoſe who attempted to itay her, 
and puts them all to Flight, being unarm'd and in no 
Condition of Defence. 

Among the Troop, however, that were preſent at 
this Funeral, Perez ſpied his Niece Dorothea, and 
having obliged her to relate the Truth of her Story, 
is beginning to think by what Means he can beſt be. 
able to oblige Fernando to pertorm his Promiſe, when 
Nicholas informs him, that that Noblema is juſt a- 
lighted at the Inn-Door, and has brought with him a 
Lady in the Habit of a Nun; on which Perez 
and Dorothea place themſelves in the next Room to 
which theſe new. Gueſts are conducted, the better to 
obſerve their Behaviour. 

This Lady was called Lucinda, ihe had been be. 
trothed to Cardenic, the intimate Friend of Fer nas, 
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who bringing him to viſit her, unhappily made him 
his Rival. Fernando had ſo little Honour as to ſolicit 
her Parents, and ſo much Wealth as to prevail with 
them in Prejudice of Cardenio; they would have 
forced her to marry him, but to avoid it ſhe fled to a 
Nunnery, whence by a Strategem he recovered her; 
Cordenio was raving mad on the Mountains of Scirra 
Morena ; and Fernando little regarding his Miſery 
or the Tears of Lucinda, was reſolute to raviſh her, 
now in his Power, if ſhe yielded not to be his Wife. 
Dorothea from her Concealment was Witneſs of all his 
Importunities, and when ſhe found a fit Opportunity, 
ruſh'd into the Room and put a Period to them. Fer- 
nando was at firſt no leſs enraged than ſurprized to ſee 
her in that Place ; but her Love, her Grief, and the 
meek Remonſtrances ſhe made, at length rouz'd all 
that was honourable in his Soul ; and Gratitude tri- 
umph'd over wild Defire. He begg'd Lucinda's Par- 
don for the Interruption of her W iſhes with Cardenio, 
and the intended Violence on her Virtue ; and made 
Dorothea ample Amends for her late Sufferings, by 
marrying her immediately. 

But while theſe 'Things happened within the Inn, 
Don 2uixete without Doors had Adventures on Ad- 
ventures ; the fiſt that offered was a Barber, who 
being going to ſhave a Cuſtomer, had put his trim- 
ming Baſon on hi: Head to defend him from a Shower 
of Rain: Don Quiæcte taking it into his Head that 
this was the Golden Helmet of Mambrins, which he 
had ſomcwhere read of, aſſaults the poor Barber, and 
takes away his Baſon, Being in Poſſeſſion of this 
precious Treaſure, as he eſteem'd it, he thought him- 

ſelf 
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ſelf qualified to undertake the moſt Heroick Deeds: 
And ſoon after meeting a Crew of Rogues going to 
the Gallies, under the Conduct of two Officers, he 
ſets them free, and puts the Officers to flight ; for 
this Service, he exacts from them a Promiſe of re- 
pairing immediately to Tobo/a, and that they will 
preſent themſelves before Dulcinea, his imaginary 
Miſtreſs ; and acquaint her with what he has done in 
Honour of her Beauty ; which they refuſing, with 
Laughter at the Propoſition, he ſtrikes one of them; 
on which they all run to a heap of Stones, and pelt 
both the Knight and the Squire in ſo unmercitul a 
Manner, that they lie for ſome Time Motionlelis ; 
but having a little recover'd from this Mistortune, a 
worſe immediately betel them: The mad Carden 
happens to paſs that way; Don Quixote thinks him 
an extraordinary Perſon, and unwarily doing ſome- 
thing to provoke his Frenzy, is thrown down by 
him in his raving Fit, and not only himſelf, but poor 
Sancho is beaten, kick'd, and ſpurn'd by him till 
they ate almoſt dead. 

Perez and Nicholas being now introduced by Do- 
rothea, into the Company of Fernando and Lucinda, 
the Recovery of Carers is their common Care: Per- 
ſons arc employed 11 earch of him, who foon bring 
him to the Inn, an by Repoſe, and the Care of able 
Phyſicians, he recovers his Senſes: Don Fernando 
confeſſes his Crime, receives his Pardon, and per- 
forms the Office of a Father, in giving him his dear 
Lucinda's Hand. 'Theie four Lovers being now as 
happy as the Poſſeſſion of their Wiſhes could make 
them, they all join with Perez and Nicholas, in à 

Strategem 
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Strategem to reclaim Don Quixote from this wild 
Way of Life ; and believing the ſureſt Way will be 
to fall in with his Romantick Humour, Dorothea is 
dreit up for the Princeſs of Micomicona, driven from 
her Kingdom by a monſtrous Giant; Don Fernando 
as her Gentleman Uſher, and Nicholas, as her Squire. 
She falls at Don Quixote's Feet, entreating him to go 
with her and deſtroy the Giant; he readily complies, 
and when they ſeem preparing to depart, two Wo- 
men, dreſt like Inchantreſſes, and the Inn-keeper, 
as Merlin, come in, declaring that the Princeſs muſt 
not yet be reſtored ; then their Attendants, in the 
Shape of Furies, bear a great Cage, into which they 
thruſt Don Quiæxcte and Sancho; and in this Manner 
carry them home, where we mult leave them, til! 
the Author is pleaſed to reſume this delightful Hi- 
Kory in the Second Part, 


7 
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Don OUIT/XOTE, 


A Comical HISTORY. 


F-A kT I, 


By Mr. Dux rr. 


LL the Endeavours of Don Quixotes Friends 
being too weak to curb the Romantick Extra- 
vagancies of his Nature, he again left Mancha, and, 
attended, as before, with his Squire Sancho Pancha, 
made a ſecond Excurſion : Having ranged about the 
Fields and Woods ſome Time, he was taken Notice 
of by a Grandee, call'd Duke Ricardo, who having 
before been told of his Follies, was reſolved now to 
have ſome Sport with them ; accordingly he invites 
him to his Caftle, receives and entertains him there, 
with all the Ceremonies which are deſcrib'd in Books 
of Chivalry ; but contrives all the while wich An- 
braſioa and Cardenio, what Tricks may be played 
with him to render him more diverting : Don 2uzxote 
himſelf was aiding to their Invention, by telling 


them, that his Peerleſs Miſtreſs Dulcinea, was in- 
chanted ; 
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chanted ; on which they dreſs up the Page, to repre- 
ſent that imaginary Beauty, and Manuel, the Duke's 
Steward, for Merlin; who coming down in a Ma- 
chine, ſalute Don Quixote, and inform him, that there 
is no way to break the Spell, but by Sancho's giving 
himſelf three hundred Laſhes with a Whip. Sancho 
having a mortal Averſion to Pain, will not be prevaul- 
ed upon till the Duke promiſes to make him Gover- 
nor of an Iſland, called Barrataria, for that Act of 
Humanity: Our Squire is not Proof againſt this Bribe 
to his Ambition, and conſents to undertake the Pe- 
narice, only defires Permiſſion to inflict it at his own 
Time; which being granted, the Inchanter and In- 
chanted diſappear. Sancho is now made Governor of 
the Iſle of Barrataria, and every Thing is preparing 
for his Departure, in a Manner becoming Lis high 
Quality ; when a Plot is ſet on Foot to put a Stop to 
his Preferment. As the Duke, Dutcheſs, Don 
Quixote, Sancho, and all the Court are fitting in a 
great Hall, folemn Mulick is heard at a Diſtance; 
then enter Manuel, Vai'd and Habited like a grave 
Matron, with a Frain born up by three Pages, and 
attended by a gre»t Number of Servants in antick 
Drefles : I he pretended Lady kneels to Don Quixote, 
tells him ſhe 13 tie Counteſs of Trifaldy, in the King- 
dom .-14aza, that having been Governeſs to the 
you! 4; : r.ncels Antonomaſia, Daughter to Queen Ma- 
gur//'2; he had by her great Vigilance hindred her 
fair Charge from falling into the Snares laid for her by 
the Giant 1Malambrune ; and in Revenge he had 
made a great Beard grow on her Face, and on all 
the Ladies who had been any way Inſtrumental in 
preventing 
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preventing the Succeſs of his Deſigns. She then liſts 
up her Vail, and ſhews a Beard of a moſt enormous 
Size: Don Quixote is grieved for her Misfortunes, 
and begs to know in what Manner he can ſerve her; 
on Which the Servants bring in a Table with a 
Brazen Head ſtanding on it, telling him it is endued, 
by Merlin, with the Power of Speech, and that it 
has already directed them to travel into Spain, in 
ſearch of the illuſtrious Don Quixote, and promiſed 
that in his Preſence it will give Inſtructions for re- 
moving the Charms of Malambruno. The Duke 
and all the Company ſeem amazed, and on queſtion- 
ing the Head hear this Injunction: That the ſame 
Night between the Hours of Twelve and One, Don 
Quixote, and his Squire Sancho Pancha, repair to 
ſome open Place, where Merlin will ſend an inchant- 
ed Horſe, on which they muſt both Mount, and be 
carried through the Regions of the Air to the King- 
dom of Candaya. Sancho is ſo enraged at this Im- 
pediment to his Grandeur, that he ſnatches the Head 
off the Table with a Deſign to break it in Pieces, 
and diſcovers a Boy, who conceal'd under it has given 
theſe miraculous Anſwers, The Trick being thus 
diſcover'd, Manuel and the reſt run off, and the Duke 
and Dutcheſs pretend to be extremely angry at this 
intended Impoſition on their Gueſts. 

Not being able to think immediately on any other 
Obſtacle, they are obliged to let Sancho go to his 
Government; he ſends for his Wife Tereſa, and his 
Daughter Mary the Buxom, to Share with him in his 
good Fortune ; but never poor Wretches were made 


ſo miſerable by Grandeur as theſe Three. Manuel, 
in 
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in the Character of a Civility Maſter, would neither 
fuffer them to ſpeak, or move, in a Manner Natural 
to them, and Pedro de Reweio, the Phyſician, ſtood 
by the Table, and whenever they were about to eat, 
order'd the Diſhes to be taken away, on Pretence 
the Food was either too heavy for Digeſtion, or too 
light for true Nouriſhment : In fine, they were al- 
moſt ſtarved m the four Days Sancho continacd to 
Rule ; at the End of which they pretended an Inva- 
ſion, and ſo frighted Sancho, that he and his Family 
ran away, leaving all their fine Cloaths behind 
them. 

In this Time the Duke and Dutcheſs having ſuf- 
ficiently diverted themſelves with Don Quiæoteè's Ex- 
travagance, contrived. this Means to get rid of him. 
The Page dreſt in Armor, with a formidable Pair of 
Whiskers, and mounted on one of the Duke's beſt 
Horſes, knocks at the Gate as a ſtrange Knight, and 
challenges Don Quixote to break a Lance with him in 
Honour of their Miſtreſſes. Our Hero accepts the 
Combat, the Conditions of which were theſe ; That 
whoever was vanquiſhed, ſhould be obliged to ac- 
knowledge the Beauty of the other's Miſtreſs Superior 
to that of his own, and refrain from the Uſe of Arms 
for a whole Year. 

Don Quixote was preſently unhorſed, through the 
Weakneſs of poor Reſinante, and conſequently judg'd 
overcome. So obliged by the Laws of Arms, which 


he would not violate for the World, to return home, 


and live in Peace for a Year. 


During 
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During his Stay at the Duke's Palace, all the Ser- 
vants had been employed in humouring his Follies, 
except one, who was Maſter of the Shepherds, and 
had too many Affairs of his own to be able to mind 
any other: He was paſſionately in Love with the 
beautiful Nymph Marcella, and being lighted by 
her, attempts to raviſh her, Ambraſis, Nephew to 
the Duke, and a Hater of Woman-kind, fince the 
Death of his dear Friend Chry/o/tom, in the firſt Part, 
happily prevents the Perpetration of this Villzny, 
though he deteſts the Perſon he preſerves. This ge- 
nerous Action ſo wins on her coy Soul, that ſhe be- 
comes immediately enamour'd of him, confeſſes her 
Paſſion, and being lighted, nay, deſpiſed by him, 
falls mad. A kind of Poetical Juſtice for the little 
Regret ſhe had expreſt for the untimely Fate of Chrz- 
ſoſtom : Which, with the Departure of Don Quixote, 
concludes this Second Part of his Adventures, 
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Don OUIXOTE, 


A Comical HISTORY. 


Fans III. 


By Mr. Du RTE x. 
HE tedious Year of Don Quixote Suſpenſion 

from his belov'd Occupation being now ex- 

pired, he again, with his old Squire Sancho Pancha, 
ſets out in ſearch of Occaſions to ſhew his Valour. 
Caraſco, a young Student of Salamanca, and Baſilius 
his Friend would needs accompany him ſome Part 
of his Way, not only for the Sake of Diverſion, but 
to make him Inſtrumental m a Plot they had con- 
trived. Baſilius had been long contracted to a Beau- 
tiful young Virgin, calld Quitteria; but Camacho, 
a rich Farmer, being alto her Suitor, her Father was 
determined to wed her to the latter ; and the next 
Day te hat of Don Quiæote's beginning his Progreſs, 
was to be the of ti: Celebration of tneir Nuptials. 
Don Qui cote and his Coin any were not a Quarter of 
a League from Mancha before they met a Cart with a 
Lion in it, ſent by the Governor of Oran, as a Pre. 
ſent 
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ſent to the King. Our Knight Errant looking on 
this Beaſt as ſent by ſome Inchanter, to try his 
Proweſs, would needs combat with it; and to that 
End bids the Carter open the Cage ; the poor Fellow, 
as he had good Reaſon, repreſents to him the Danger 
of tempting a hungry Lion. Caraſco and Baſilius en- 
deavour to perſuade him, but all to no Effect; he 
vows to kill the Carter if he diſobeys ; on which he 
pulls out the Pin that faſtens the Cage, and then 
climbs with Sancho up a Tree, while Baſilius and Ca- 
raſco run to another Place of Shelter. The Lion be- 
ing either very ſleepy, or ſeized with a more than or- 
dinary Fit of Lazineſs, took not the Advantage of- 
fered him of Liberty, but only turn'd himſelf about, 
and lay down quietly in his Cage. Don Quixote, 
contents himſelf with having dared the Fury of tlie 
Beaſt, and tempted him no farther. On which the 
Carter comes down and faſtens the Cage. Baſilius 
and Caraſco return and magnify the Courage of our 
illuſtrious Errant, who from this Time quits his 
Name of Knight of the 7//-fawoured Face, for that of 
Knight of the Lion. 

The two Friends now prevail on him to return to 
Mancha for that Night, and accompany them the 
next Day to Camacho's Wedding: He conſents, and 
the rather, becauſe Mary the Buxom is to be married 
at the fame Time, But before that Time they ac- 
quaint him with their Deſign, to recover 2uiteria 
for Baſilius; he approves their Plot, and aſſures 
them of his Aſſiſtance, which was executed in the 
following Manner, 


Juſt 
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Juſt as the Ceremony was going to be performed, 
Caraſco comes in weeping and beating his Breaſt, 
tells them, that his dear Friend Baf/ius has run a 
Sword through his Body, and cannot live three Mi- 
nutes, nor will be Confeſs d till he has ſpoken to the 
Bride. At the Perſuaſions of the Company, Cama- 
cho ſuffers him to be brought in: He appears with 
the Sword above five Inches out at his Back, and 
bloody; a Friar is with him, who entreats him to 
confeſs, but he ſtill refuſes, unleſs Quitteria will give 
her ſelf to him for the little Time he has to live. On 
the Aſſurance that he muſt die the Moment the 
Sword is pulled out of his Body, Camacho ſuffers 
their Hands to be joined by the Prieſt, which is no 
ſooner done, than Ba/i/zus ſtarts up, and laughing 
draws the Sword from a Trunk that was artificially 
placed under his Cloaths. Every Body is amazed at 
this Trick, but Camacho ſwears he ſhall not carry 
her ſo, and with his Friends is going to force her 
from him, when Don Quixote draws his Sword, and 
compelling Sancho to do the ſame, they, both aſſiſted 
by Caraſco and the Bridegroom, fall on Camacho and 
his Party, and beat them off. 

Baſilius being now happy in his dear Quitteria, 
and Caraſco bleſt in the good Fortune of his Friend, 
they begin to think of diverting themſelves with Don 
Quixote and Sancho. Quitteria has a young and very 
beautiful Niece, eall'd Aiiſidora, whom they pre- 
vail on to counterfeit a moſt violent Paſſion for Don 
Duixote; and in the mean Time dreſs up two Crea- 
tures to repreſent Dulcinea and Merlin; the former 
upbraids Don Quixote, for not having compell'd 

Sancha, 
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Sancho to give himſelf the three hundred Laſhes, in 
order to difinchant her : 'The Knight aſſures her of 
Obedience, and that his Conſtancy for her is un- 
ſhaken; but this being the Wedding-Day of Mary 
the Buxom, Sancho has made himſelf ſo very drunk, 
that his Maſter thinks it not a fit Time to propoſe 
the Stripes. But reſolving to leave Mancha that 
Night, with much ado he gets him upon his Aſs, 
but while he is going to mount Refinante himſelf, 
Lopez and Gines de Paſſimente, two of the Thieves he 
had freed as they were conducting to the Gallies, 
having ever ſince lurk'd about the Country in Dif- 
guiſe, ſet up a great Howl, like that of Dogs ; Don 
Quiæote ſuppoſing ſome new Adventure in Hand, 
runs to diſcover whence the Noiſe proceeded : Lopez 
leads him a Dance through Brakes and Briars, while 
Gines takes Sanchs's Aſs from under him, and puts 
him aſide on ſome Stakes of Wood he pulls out of a 
Hedge for that Purpoſe: Sancho all the Time fo 
ſound aſleep, that he feels nothing of the Matter. 
Don Quixote returning, and ſeeing the ſtrange Meta- 
morphoſis of the Aſs, concludes it the Malice of 
ſome Inchanter. 

Not being able to proſecute his Journey by reaſon 
of poor Sanchs's Debility, he goes with Cæraſco, Ba- 
felius, Quitteria, Altifidora, and Sanchs's Family, to 
ſee a Poppet-Show, which being the Story of Dcn 
Gayferos and Meliſindra, he ſoon imagines it a real 
Event ; and perceiving that his Brother Knight Er- 
rant is like to be worſted by the Moors, draws his 
Sword, and cuts all the Poppets to pieces, and breaks 
the whole Motion, The Maſter of the Show being 
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Gines de paſſimonte in Diſguiſe, he knows how to rec- 
kon his Loſs, ſo as to make it very Expenſive to 
Don Quixote However, being now convinced of 
his Error, he pays chearfully what is demanded ; 
and thinks of nothing but perſuading Sancho, who 
15 now a little more ſober, to fulfil the Diſinchant- 
ment of Dulcizea; but Caraſco, to heighten the 
Sport, having hinted to Tere/a, as if the Aſs was 
gone through the Knight's Connivance ; and ſhe 
communicating theſe Infinuations to her Husband, he 
grows into ſo ill a Humour, that he plainly refuſes to 
obey his Maſter's Injunction; on which Don Quixote 
offering to beat him, he ſtruggles with him, throws 
him down, and getting a-ſtride on him, is going to 
make him feel the Weight of his Fiſt, when all the 
Compary come in and catch them in that Poſture. 
The Shame of being overcome by his own Squire, 
ſtrikes ſo terrible a Damp to the Heart of Don Quixote, 
that he falls fick immediately, is carried to Bed, 
where he makes a whimſical Will; and the Author 
unwilling to turn his Comedy into a Tragedy, con- 
cludes without letting us know whether his Diſeaſe 
was of a mortal kind or not. 
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A COMEDY. 


By Sir Joun VANBURGH. 


— 


3 


HE Hint of this moral Entertainment was 
taken from the French of Mounſieur Bur/ault, 
and is highly improved, and modelized by the Englih 
Author; but the Inſtruction, as well as Diverſion of 
it, conſiſting chiefly in the Fables ſpoken by fp, 
to the various Perſons that come to him tor Advice, 
there is little Room for Buſineſs, or Variety of Plot. 
AEfop, by his conſuminate Wiſdom alone, raiſed 
himſelf to the higheſt Degree of Favour with King 
Cre/ſus; but being entirely free from both Ambition 
and Avarice, he made no other Uſe of it than to gain 
Permiſſion to travel through the Kingdom, correcting 
the Errors of the Great, and informing the Judg- 
ments of the Ignorait. In his rogreis he calls at 
Syzicus, Where being entertained at +1: Houſe of Le- 
archus the Governor, he ſecus much pleaſed with 
the Beau, of Auphronie, iis Daughter; the Praiſes 
he bellows on her flacter the old Man with a Hope 
that 
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chat he will marry her, and therefore charges her to 
omit nothing which may encourage ſuch an Intention 
in him. This Lady is much in Love with, and no 


leſs beloved, by a young Gentleman, called Oronces, 


and the Thought of exchanging him for a Man fo 
deformed in his Perſon as AÆſep, is worſe than Death 
to her. 

Ac, eaſily perceiving what was the old Man's 
Ambition, makes a formal Courtſhip to Euphronia, 
and notwithitanding the Diſdain ſhe treats him with, 
and the Aſſurance the gives him that her Heart is 
already diſpoſed of, demands her of her Father: Le- 
archus charmed beyond Meaſure at the Thoughts of 
being Father in Law to the King's Favourite, enforces 
her Compliance. She weeps, ſhe begs; but all in 
Vain: Oronces is ike a Man bereft of Reaſon: He 
goes to /Z£/op, remonſtrates the Injuſtice he does their 
Loves, but finding his Words ineffectual, challenges 
him to fight. /Z/2p laughs at his Behaviour, and an- 
ſwers him with a merry Fable. The afflicted Lover 
has then Recourſe to Learchus, endeavours to move 
him by ſoft Complaints ; but the old Man continuing 
inexorable, the other is ſo far tranſported as to draw 
bis Sword, on which the Governor ſends him to 
Priſon. 

The Hour appointed for the Marriage of Euphronia 
being arrived, Z/p appears in the Dreſs of a Beau, as 
a Reproach to the Sex for being taken with exterior 
Ornaments. The Prieſt being come, and every Thing 
prepared, /op deſires his Rival may be Witneſs of 
his Happineſs. Oronces on this is releaſed and brought 
to the Temple. The Marriage Rites begin, and 

ah when 
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when the Prieſt is going to joyn the Hand of E 
with that of Euphronia, he ſteps aſide, puts Oronces 
in his Place, and fays tis he who alone is, and ought 
to be the real Bridegroom. The Lovers fall on their 
Knees to Ap, teſtifying the Senſe they have of his 
unbounded Generoſity; he wiſhes them a long Series of 
Happineſs, but ſeverely chides Learchus for his Ty- 
ranny over his Child, and the Ambition which occa- 
ſioned it; nay ſeems to threaten him with the Loſs 
of his Government, as being a Perſon unfit to rule a 
great City, who made ſo ill an Uſe of his Power over 
his own Family; but Euphronia ſollicits his Pardon, 
and for her Virtues Sake he forgives her Father's 
Faults. This, with ſome Cautions to new wedded 
Couples, by Way of Fable, finiſhes what this Comedy 
preſents us with of p. 


FAIR PENITENT, 


A TRAGEDY. 


— | — 


By Mr. Rows. 


HF. Republick of Genaa was once happy in a 

Miniſter no leſs eminent for his Services in the 
Field than Cabinet; but, as diſtinguiſh'd Mecit is al- 
Vol. I, G ways 


. 122 

ways the Mark of Envy to ſhoot her keeneſt Arrows 
at, a powerful Faction, as he grew in Years, was 
raiſed againſt him : Malice, and a Thouſand Artifices 
too numerous to inſert, got the better of open Since- 
rity : This great and good Man was diſplaced, and 
his moſt mortal Enemy put into his Employments. 
The Crowds which before attended his Levee, now 
transferred their Homage to his Succeſſor ; but this 
was an Inconſtancy of Fortune he could well have 
born, had no other Inconvenience but the Loſs of 
Grandeur been the Conſequence of his Diſmiſſion from 
publick Buſineſs ; but he had been ſo far from pro- 
fiting by his Poſts, that he had greatly imbezzled 
his paternal Eſtate to ſupport the Dignity of his Cha- 
rafter without Prejudice to the Commonwealth ; in 
fine he was fo very poor, that tho' he paſs'd the Re- 
mainder of his Days in the moſt private Manner 
imaginable, he was obliged to go in Debt, even for 
common Neceſſaries, and his Corpſe being ſeized 
after his Death had been denied the Rites of Fune- 
ral, had not his only Son, the pious A/tamont, yielded 
up himſelf as a Redemption. Sciolto a rich and wor- 
thy Nobleman beheld this Act of filial Love with 
Admiration, and having paid the Sums demanded, 
began to conſider how he might farther recompence 
ſuch Virtue: He was a Widower, and too far ad- 
vanced in Years to think of a ſecond Bride-bed : 
The only Bleſſing left him of his Marriage-State, 
was a Daughter of conſummate Beauty, and no leſs 
admirable Accompliſhments ; he had obſerved Alta- 
mout had long regarded her with a Lover's Eye, 
tho' the ill Fortune of his Family would not per- 
| mit 
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mit him to declare a Paſſion for the Heireſs of ſuch 
immenſe Poſſeſſions. This tender Father, and gene- 
rous Patron, therefore thought he could not make his 
beloved Daughter more happy, than by giving her a 
Husband, ſuch as Allamont, nor any where find ſo 
worthy an Inheritor of his vaſt Poſſeſſions, as him 
who had delivered himſelf up as a Ranſom for a 
Father who was no longer in a Condition to re- 
ward, or even to thank ſuch filial Piety. But be: 
cauſe he would leave him nothing to wiſh for in 
the Poſſeſſion of Calla, he gave to Horatio, this 
noble Youth's deareſt Friend, and Who had married 
his Orphan Siſter, a Sum of Money to ſupply the 
Deficiencies of his narrow Fortune. Such unbound- 
ed Favours muſt needs have their due Effect upon a 
Soul ſo grateful as was A/tamont's ; but had he given 
him Worlds, he had looked upon them all as trifling 
nothings, when compared to the infinitely more pre- 
cious Bleſſing of being the Husband of Caliſla. 

Happy would they both have been if her Sentimeats 
had any Way correſponded with her Father's Com- 
mands, or her Lover's Hopes ; but, unfortunately for 
them all, ſhe had long ſince ſettled her Affections on 
Lethario, a young Nobleman, and the Son of him 
who had ſupplanted the Father of Altamont: To 
him ſhe had yielded up her Heart and Honour, and 
the Sentence of ſome horrid and immediate Death 
had been leſs ſhocking to her, than the Thoughts 
of being married to another. 

The chief Characters thus diſpoſed at the Beginning 
of the Play, admirably prepare, and raiſe our Ex- 
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pectation for the Cataſtrophe; which is brought on by 
the following Incidents. 

The Day appointed for the Celebration of theſe un- 
equal Nuptials being arrived, Altamont, with Rap- 
ture, welcomes the long-wiſh'd for Morn: Caliſta, 
with no leſs Horror ſees it dawn upon her: She 
had with Tears, with Swoonings, with all the Elo- 
quence of Love and Grief importuned Lethario to 
marry her, Which he at firſt evaded, and afterwards 
plainly refuſed, and ſhe is now all Fury and Diſtrac- 
tion; yet ſtill retains ſo much of her former fatal 
Weakneſs for him, as to ſollicit one more Interview, 
and imagines ſhe ſhall be more at eaſe when ſhe has 
vented the Bitterneſs of her Soul in Reproaches on 
him. To this End ſhe ſends Lucilla her Confident, 
with a Letter to him: Horatio, happening to paſs 
that Way is a little ſurprized to ſee the Woman of 
Caliſta in private Conference with the avowed Enemy 
of Altamont, but much more ſo, when, Lothario having 
dropped the Letter, as he was putting it haſtily into 
his Pocket, he takes it up and reads the Contents, 
which fully explain the Love and Diſhonour of his 
Friend's Bride. 

Never were the Workings of a great and perſect 
Friendſhip more naturally decipher'd than in the va- 
rious Agitations of Horatio's Soul at this Diſcovery : 
At firſt all Fire on the Injuſtice done to his dear A 
tamont's faithful Paſſion, then all Ice on the Remem- 
brance that the fair Offender was Daughter to the 
generous Sciolto, to whom they both were ſo greatly 
indebted : He could not reſolve to wound the Soyl of 
that tender Father with the Knowledge of his Daugh- 

ter's 
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ter's Shame ; and much leſs can he break the faith- 
ful Heart of Alta mont with Intelligence ſo ruinous to 
his Love and Honour. Lothario, the Deftroyer of 
their common Happineſs, is alone judged the worthy 
Victim of his juſt Revenge: He therefore haſtens 
after him, and having found him, upbraids him with 
having forged a Letter in Ca/:/a's Name, and pur- 
poſely dropping it to throw an Aſperſion on that Lady's 
Fame: Lothario, infolent by Power, impetuous by 
Nature, vain of his Conqueſt over the undone Caliſta, 
and pleaſed to triumph over Altamont, avows all that 
has paſſed between him and the Daughter of Sciolto, 
and declares he will make it fo publick in Genoa, that 
her Husband's Diſhonour, and her eaſy yielding ſhall 
be the common Topick of Mirth. Horatio in this no 
longer attempts to curb his Indignation, but the Place 
they were in being improper to take an honourabie 
Satisfacton, they agree to decide the Buſineſs the next 
Morning. 

Lothario gone, Horatio begins to refle that before 
that Time he will ſee Caliſta, the Appointment made 
by her in the Letter being before that Hour ; to prevent 
therefore any farther Injury to Altamont, he reſolves 
to ſpeak to her, to charge her with her Crime ; and, 
if poſſible, call back her Soul to Virtue, by ſetting 
forth the Unworthineſs of him ſhe has fo unjuſtly 
preferred. An Opportunity of finding her alone moſt 
fitly offering, he proſecutes his Deſign in the moſt 
gentle Terms imaginable : But the Haughtineſs of 
her Nature not ſuffering her to endure the leaſt Re- 
buke, ſhe anſwers in ſuch a Manner as obliges him 
to confute her with her own Hand-writing : She 
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inatches the Letter from his Hand, tears it in Pieces, 
and, having thus deſtroyed all Evidence of her Fault, 
reproaches him as an Incendiary; and Altamont 
coming that Moment into the Room, and finding her 
in this Diſorder, ſhe ſwears tho' the Ceremony of 
the Church has paſſed, never to be the Partner of 
tus Bed, till he has abjured all Friendſhip, all So- 
ciety with Horatio: His partial Fondneſs of her, and 
Obligations to Scialto, make him not doubt the Juſtice 
of her Rage: He quarrels with Horatio, provokes 
kim to fight, and the Combat had perhaps been fatal 
to one or both of them, had not Lavinia, the Wife 
of Heratio, and Siſter of 4/tamont, run between their 
Swords, and obliged them to deſiſt, but is wholly un- 
able to bring them to any Reconciliation. A/tamont 
vows never to ſee Horatio more, and that generous 
Man, ſtruck to the very Soul at the ill Requital his 
Integrity has received, reſolves to leave Genoa for 
ever. 3 
Lotbario, at the appointed Hour, is conducted by Lu- 
cilla to Caliſta's Chamber, where, as ſhe was re- 
proaching his Ingratitude, Altamont comes ſuddenly 
in, and ſurpriſes them; convinced now of her Guilt, 
his own Diſhonour, and the Wrong he has done his 
Friend, he fights with Lothario, and kills him. 
Sctelto is no ſooner appriſed of this dreadful Event, 
and the Cauſe of it, than he goes to ſtab his Daughter, 
but is with-held by the ſtill tender and forgiving Alia- 
ment. In the mean Time Ræſano, the Friend of 
Lothario, has raiſed the Populace, and Sciolio's Houſe 
is threatned with Deſtruction, it the Death of Lothar 
be not revenged ; and meeting Horatio, whoſe At- 
| tachment 
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tachment to Atamont is well known, they fall upon 
him, and had made him the Sacrifice of their Fury, 
had not Sciolto's Servants and Dependants, who by 
this Time had arm'd themſelves, ruſh'd forth and pre- 
ſerved him. Altamont mourns the Injuſtice he has done 
ſo true a Friend, as ks, and receives from him Pardon; 
but Sciolts going out ſoon after, in order to appeaſe 
the People, is ſlain by ſome of Lotharib's Party; which 
when Caliſta hears ſhe ſtabs herſelf, having firit teſti- 
fied a ſincere Repentance for her Crime. The Wealth 
of Sciolto is by his laſt Breath bequeathed between 
Altamont and Horatio ; but whether the former is in 
a Condition to enjoy his Part, the Author has not 
inform'd us, his Spirits being funk by theſe Mis for- 
tunes, ſo as to leave us dubious of his Recovery from 
a Swoon, in which he 1s carried off; and which 
ends the laſt Scene of a Play too touching for an 
Audience, not wholly diveſted of Humanity, to be 
Spectators of, without, in ſome Meaſure, ſympathizing 
with the repreſented Woes. 
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FATAL MARRIAGE, 


O R, 


8 Innocent Adultery; 
A TRAGEDY. 


By Mr. SOUTHERN, 


. HERE are two different Plots in this Play, 

the one ſerious, the other Comic ;. but becauſe 

they have not the leaſt Connection with each other, 

J ſhall give the Hiſtory of both apart; and firſt 
for the Tragedy. 

Biron, the eldeſt Son of a Nobleman of Bru//+/:, 
ealled Ba/d#win, being paſſionately in Love with, 
and beloved by Jſabella, a. young Recluſe, had at 
length found Means to ſteal her from the Monaſtery : 
They were married, and in ſome Time after obtain'd 
Forgiveneſs from the Church ; but her whole Fortune 
being ſettled on the Nunnery, Baldwin was incenſed 
beyond a Pardon, and to ſeparate his Son, and if 
poſſible divide his Affections alſa from a Woman 

whom 
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whom he had an implacable Averſion to, he obliged 
him to go to the Siege of Candy, where being taken 
Priſoner, he remained in Slavery the Space of ſeven 
Years. He frequently wrote to his Father, entreat- 
ing his Forgiveneſs and Redemption ; but a Report 
having been ſpread of his Death, Carles his younger 
Brother intercepted all Letters that came from kim, 
and anſwered them himſelf, that their Father would 
do nothing for him, in Hope that the Thoughts of 
fuch Barbarity in a Parent might indeed put an End 
to his Lite, and he remain ſole Heir of Count Bald- 
win's Title and Eſtate. Piron had a Son by 1/a- 
bella, but this unnatural Brother {ſtill took Care to 
fill his Father's Ears with ſuch Invectives againſt 
the unhappy Mother, that for her Sake he reſolved 
the Child ſhould have no Advantage from his 
Birth. | 

1 hat unhappy Lady was all this Time driven to 
the utmolt Straits, even for the common Neceſſaries of 
Life: She had wearied out her own Friends, and was 
at laſt compelled to ſeek Relief from the old Count; 
but that inexorable Man, looking on her with double 
Averſion ſince the ſuppoſed Death of his Son, thruſt 
her ont of Doors, and turned away his Porter, and an 
old Woman, who had been Nurſe to Bron, for no 
other Fault than having given her Admittance. As 
this Misfortune was fallen on them. on her Account, 
the pitying Heart of //abel/a would not ſuffer her to 
refuſe them Part of the little ſhe was Miſtreſs of; 
ſo that her Family, and her Wants encreaſing, ſhe 
was on the Brink of being carried to Priſon by her 
mezcileſs Creditors, when Villeroy, a Gentleman off 
G5 Rank. 
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Rank and Fortune, who long had ſollicited her Love 
on the moſt honourable Terms, ſtood in the Gap be- 
tween her and Ruin : He entirely diſcharged all her 
Debts, made her again Miſtreſs of her Liberty and 
Goods, of both which theſe inhuman Wretches were 
going to deprive her ; and knowing the Delicacy of 
her Soul, conferred this Favour without the leaſt 
Mention of his Love, or Hope of a Reward. 

This generous Action was not without its Effect, 
tho' ſhe could not love any living Man as ſhe did 
Bison dead: She highly eſteemed the Friendſhip of 
Villeroy, and almoſt wiſh'd the could preſent him with 
a Heart he was ſo worthy of: Carlos, who all this 
while had pretended Friendſhip to her, that he might 
with the more Facility betray, and ruin her, repre- 
ſented the Behaviour of Villeroy in the moſt advan. 
tagious Colours: The old Nurſe remonſtrated the 
helpleſs Condition of herfelf and little Son, the 
Miſeries to which they weuld be again reduced; 
and that the only Way Heayen pointed out for their 
Deliverance was in giving him a Father, and herſelf 
a Husband. Theſe Arguments which had ſo much 
the Appearance of Reaſon, joined with her own grate- 
ful Senſe of the Bounty of Villeroy, made her at 


length yield to marry him, tho' at the ſame Time 
{he owned that her more tender Sentiments were all 


deceaſed with Biron. He rejoiced in the Condeſcen- 
ſion on any Terms, and doubting not but his Love 
and Conſtancy would in Time gain an equal Return 
from her, they were married the ſame Evening, and 


the next Day the Wedding made publick. 


Unhappy 
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Unhappy Expedition ! had Jabella, to her ſeven 
long Years of mournful Widowhood added but one 
Day more, ſhe had received an ample Conſolation for 
her Sufferings ; but having been guilty of a known 
Crime, in marrying Biron, ſhe was now to be pu- 
nilt'd by committing another which ſhe knew not 
of. 

Biron, by unexpected Means releaſed from his Cap- 
tivity returns; the Sight of him turns //abe/la's Brain, 
in her Starts of Paſſion ſhe attempts firſt on her own 
Life, then on his ; but utters nothing that can inform 
him of the Cauſe. His old Nurſe, however, relates 
the Story to him, on which he reſolves to die ; but 
firſt writes a Letter to his Father, upbraiding him, 
for he ſuſpected not his Brother, for concealing from 
1/abella that he ſtill lived. 

Carlos had immediate News of his Arrival, and 
well knowing that if he ſaw their Father, all his 
T'reachery in intercepting his Letters, and perſuading 
T/abella to marry, would be reveal'd, reſolves to 
murder him: 'To this End, having provided three 
Ruffians to aſſiſt him in the Deed, he goes dAguiſed 
to the Houſe of Jabella, and asks to ſpeak with 
Biron, who coming to him, he finds a Pretence to 
draw him to the Street, where they all ſet upon him; 
in that Inſtant Villeroy, who has all this while been 
abſent on ſome Buſineſs, comes home, attended by ſe- 
veral Servants; and ſeeing this unequal Combat, 
takes the weaker Side; Carlos and two of the Ruf, 
fans eſcape, but the Third is ſecured by Villeroy, 
while his Servants lead Biren, who is mortally wound- 
ed, into the Houle, 


Filleroy 


L 132 } 


Villeroy, little ſuſpicious of what had happened, 
runs immediately to his dear Habella, whom he finds 
juſt ready to plunge a Dagger into her Breaſt: He 
prevents her, but becomes little leſs diſtracted than 
her ſelf at her Behaviour: Biron ſoon follows him 
into the Room, and not having had an Opportunity 
to ſend the Letter, before mention'd, to his Father, 
entreats Villeroy to deliver it, and expires the Moment 
aſter. | 

Villeroy ſends for Count Baldꝛuix, who preſently 
comes, with Carlos and ſeveral Friends: They ac- 
cuſe Villeroy of the Murder, but he is clear'd by the 
Ruffian, whom he ſeized, and being put to the Rack, 


confeſſes he was hired by Carle, to do the dreadful 


Deed, and that he was with them, and aſſiſted in the 
Perpetration of it. Yi/leroy then gives the Letter to 
Baldwin, which alſo lets him ſee how that unnatural 
Moniter knew and conceal'd his Brother's Slavery : 
Detected in his Guilt he attempts not to deny it, and 
is carried to Priſon, there to wait the Sentence of the 
Law. 

T/abella's Frenzy growing ſtronger on her, ſhe 
ſtabs her ſelf ; Villeroy ſtands in need of all his Re- 
ligion and Philoſophy, to keep him from taking the 
ſame violent Courſe to follow her to another World ; 
and Count Balduin, full of Remorſe for his Cruelty 
to Jſabella and Biren, transfers all that Stock of Ten- 
derneſs he ſhould have bleſs'd them with, ts their 
Orphan Son, who, warned by the Example of his 
Parents Fate, tis to be hop'd, avoided the Errors 
which drew on their Misfortunes ; for, beſides the ge- 
neral Moral of this Story, which is very excellent, 
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there are others couch'd in every particular Character, 
no leſs worthy of Obſervation, and anſwerable to the 
Intent of Tragedy. 

But I come now to the Comedy. 

An old Man, named Fernando, is married to a 
young Wife, a Lover of Pleaſure, but ſuch only as is 
innocent: His Jealouſy, however, permits her to en- 
joy none, nor ever lets her go out of Doors without 
him: He has a Son call'd Fabian, and a Daughter 
Victoria, by a former Marriage; but he will neither 
allow the one a Sufficiency to live like a Gentleman, 
nor provide a Husband for the other, for fear of be- 
ing obliged to give her a Fortune. This ill Uſage 
of his Family, makes them all join in Plots to de- 
ceive and perſecute him. Julia his Wife encourages 
the Gallantries of Carlos, meerly to give him Pain; 
and Fabian brings Frederich, who is his Siſter's Lover, 
every Day to the Houſe; on which Fernando turns 
him out of Doors, and vows to difinherit him. Fre- 
derick, having now no Means to come at Victoria, 
writes a Letter to her, perſuading her to run away 
with him, and promiſing to be under her Window 
at Night, with a Ladder of Ropes for that Purpoſe ; 
but not being able to find any way of getting it de- 
liver'd, his Man Faquelin has the following Strate- 
gem: They ſee Fernando coming down the Street; 
en Which Frederick runs to him, pretends to whiſper 
him about a Mortgage, while Faguelin pins the Let- 
ter on his Back. The old Man goes directly home, 
and Victoria takes off the Paper: She is charm'd 
with the Contrivance of her Lover, and reſolves to 
be punctual to the Aſſignation. 

Fabian 
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Fabian in the mean Time procures a Fryar's Ha- 
bit, and pretends to have taken a Religious Order, 
on which, his Father believing he will now have no 
occaſion for any Money, is reconciled to him, and 
permits him to come to his Houſe, by which Means 
he hopes to be Inſtrumental in making him a Cuc- 
kold, and alſo forwarding his Siſter's Eſcape. 

At the appointed Hour Vickoria dreſſes her ſelf in 
Men's Cloaths, and having ſlipt a Night- Gow care- 
leſly over them, comes into the Balcony. Frederick 
and Jaguelin are below with the Ladder of Ropes, 
which having thrown up to her, ſhe is about to de- 
ſcend, when her Father, thinking he hears a Noiſe, 


ſteals ſoftly behind her, arm'd with a Blunderbuſs, . 


puſhes her from the Balcony, and comes down in her 
Stead. As Frederick is about to receive his ſuppoſed 
Miſtreſs, the old Man preſents the Blunderbuſs, but 
is ſoon difarmed by the diſappointed Lover, on which 
the other is going in to raiſe his Servants; Victoria 
this while opens the Street Door, and is coming out 
in her Man's Cloaths: Fernando meets her, and ta- 
king her for a Thief, or one that has a Deſign upon 
his Wife, cries out Thieves and Fire. F74oria runs 
to Frederick, and begs his Protection, without diſcover- 
ing her ſelf, he grants it, and they make their E- 
ſcape before Fernando can get any Aſſiſtance. The 
young Lady diverts her ſelf with trying the Love and 
Conſtancy of Frederick, by railing againſt her ſelf, 
and finding him ſuch as ſhe wiſhes, conſents to mar- 
ry him as ſoon as ſhe ſhall ice the Succeſs of a Plot 
her Brother has in Hand for their common Advan- 
tage. | 
Fabian 
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Fabian being a diſtant Relation of Y:/leroy's, pre- 
vails on him to invite their whole Family to. his 
Wedding: Fernando is not ſo out of Humoar at the 
Loſs of his Daughter, ſince he has got rid of her 
without parting from his Money, as to refufe going : 
Vickoria is alſo there in her Man's Cloaths, and 
teazes her Father, by ſeeming very ſweet upon his 
Wife; but the main Drift of their Deſign is this; 
they give the old Man a ſleeping Draught, which is 
to keep his Senſes, as it were enchanted, for the Space 
of twenty-four Hours: As ſoon as it has taken Ef- 
fet, they put him into a Tomb in the Monaſtery, 
and all the Time beat him moſt unmercifully, and 
7 aquelin, with ſeveral others in the Shape of Furies, 
torment him as he is between ſleeping and waking, 
making him believe he is in Purgatory ; and that the 
Cruelties they inflict on him are the Puniſhments for 
his Jealouſy of his Wife, and Covetouſneſs to his 
Children. When the Draught has near ended its 
Operation, the ſame Perſons change their 1labits, and 
appear like Fryars in a Proceſſion pra ing forghis 
Soul. He is ſtrangely amazed and frighted on his 
waking, to find himſelf in a Tomb and Winding 
Sheet, and having ſome Remembrance of what he has 
ſuffered, believes he has really been dead: The pre- 
tended Fryars aſſure him of it, and that it is the 
Piety of his Family, and their generous paying for 
great Number of Prayers to be faid over him, that 
has redeemed his Soul from Purgatory. On which 
he becomes a new Man, and promiſes his Wife all the 
Liberty ſhe can defire ; ſett!es half his Eſtate on Fa- 
bian, and gives Vitkria a handſome Fortune. Which 


Conver- 
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Converſion, with the whimſical Manner of bringing 
it about, is highly agreeable to thoſe who think the 
chief Merit of a Play is to excite Laughter. 
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Prince of DENMARK; 


ARA GEP. 


By Mr. SHAKESPEAR. 


H*7 MLET King of Denmark, thought himſelf 
leſs happy in the Poſſeſſion of a great Kingdom, 
than a beautiful Wife, named Gertrude: The Htifto- 
| ties of thoſe Times make mention, that he did no- 

thing without conſulting her, and that his Love en- 
creaſing with his Years, arrived at length to ſuch a 
Degree of Fondneſs, as might almoſt be term'd 
Dotage. The Returns ſhe made were equal in Ap- 
pearance, but in Reality ſuch as are ſhocking to 
Imagination, a Queen could have been guilty of: 
She firſt yielded up her Honour to Claudius, the Bro- 
ther of her Husband, but more inferior to him in 
Perſonal Qualities than. he was in Dignity ; and, a 


very few Days after the Death of Hamlet, married, 
| and. 
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and had him Crown'd King in Prejudice of her own 
Son, young Hamlet. Whether ſhe was privy to the 
Murder of her Husband, is uncertain; but all Ac- 
counts agree, that he was poiſon'd by Claudius, with 
the Juice of Hebom being poured into his Ears, as he 
lay ſleeping in an Arbour ; and her Behaviour, both 
before and after this unnatural Action, gives but too 
much Room to ſuſpect ſhe had a Hand in it. 

Prince Hamlet, tho' far from gueſſing the foul 
Play offer'd to his Father, beheld his Mother's Mar- 
riage with Horror and Amazement ; fain would he 
have retired from Court, and return'd to his Studies at 
Wittenberg, but the Queen's poſitive Commands de- 
tain'd him; and believing the Diſcontent he labour'd 
under proceeded from being put by his Succeſſion, 
ſhe endeavoured to diſſipate it, by Aſſurance that he 
ſhould Reign after Claudius. 

The Play begins with the Surprize ſome Gentle- 
men upon Guard are in, at the Sight of an Appart- 
tion, on the Platform, arm'd Cap-a-pee, as the de- 
ceas'd King was wont to be, when going to Battle: 
This they communicate to Horatio, the moſt inti- 
mate of Hamlet's Friends, who unwilling to give too 
mueh Credit to ſuch Reports, will not be convinc'd 
but by the Teſtimony of his own Eyes : To that End 
he accompanies thoſe who watch'd the next Night, 
and beholding the ſame awful Form they had de- 
ſcrib'd, exactly reſembling that of the Royal Dane, 
was ſtruck with the utmoſt Conſternation: He had 
however, Courage and Preſence enough of Mind, to 
adjure it to reveal the Cauſe of its appearing ; but it 
making no Anſwer, he acquainted Prince Hamlet 
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with what he had ſeen. All that could be felt by a 
dutiful and loving Son, on ſuch an Occaſion, was ex- 
perienced by this young Prince; and flattering him- 
ſelf that the Ghoſt would reveal to him ſomewhat 
that might be improper to be made known to others, 
he goes with Horatio to the Platform ; where, as the 
. Clock ſtruck Twelve, the amazing Fantom appears 
before his Eyes, and on his ſpeaking, beckons him 
to follow: He obeys, and being come to a fit Di- 
ſtance from being overheard, the Tremendous Shade 
relates at full the Story of his Fate, and urges him to 
Revenge; which Hamlet promiſing, it vaniſhes 
away. 

To conceal the true Cauſe of the Horror of his 
Mind, after this Event, he counterfeits a Frenzy : 
The King and Queen ſend for Ro/eneraus and Guil- 
denſtern, two of his Fellow Students, to divert his 
Melancholy, and if poſſible, ſift out the Occaſion. 
Palonius, the King's Chamberlain, will needs have it 
proceed from Love for his Daughter Ophelia, whom 
for a long Time that Prince had addreſs'd in the moſt 
tender Terms; but Claudius ſuſpected a very diffe- 
rent Reaſon; and was more confirmed in his Conjec- 
tures when Hamlet beſpoke a Play to be performed 
at Court, in which, the Murder of a King by his 
own Brother was repreſented. The Diſorder Clau- 
dius appeared in at this Performance, aſſured Hamlet 
that the Spirit had not deceived him; and Claudius 
on the other Hand had no Room left to doubt if 
Hamlet was not but too jealous of his Father's Fate. 


There 
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Therefore to remove the Dangers which threaten'd 
him from this young Prince's Reſentment, he reſolves 
to make him away ; but becauſe he thought it im- 
poſſible to procure the Queen's Conſent to the Death 
of her only Son, he contrives to ſend him to Exgland, 
attended by Reſeneraus and Guildenſtern, under Co- 
lour of demanding a Tribute, at that Time paid to 
the Danih Crown, but in Reality to have him ſlain 
at his Arrival. 

Hamlet prepares for his Departure ; but be fore his 
Voyage, being alone with his Mother in her Cloſet, 
he kills Polonius, who had placed himſelf behind the 
Arras, to overhear their Diſcourſe: This Action 
furniſhes the King with a new Pretence for obliging 
him to quit Denmark ; he embarks with all poſſible 
Expedition ; but imagining there were other Reaſons 
for his being ſent away, than thoſe of which he was 
appriz'd, he ſteals the Commiſſions, given to Roſene- 
raus and Guildenſtern, and having opened them, 
diſcovers the Plot laid againſt his Life; on which, he 
writes two others, Exacting from England, to put the 
Bearers to immediate Death, and lays them in the 
Place from which he had taken the former. 

The Ship was ſoon after chaſed by a Pirate, and 
being flow of Sail, they choſe rather to truſt to Cou- 
rage than Flight. In the Grapple Hamlet boarded 
the Pirate, and the ſame Inſtant the Daniſb Veſſel 
getting clear, made off, and he alone remained Pri- 
ſoner : On his declaring who he was, and promiſing 


to obtain their Pardon, they ' ſet him on Shoar at 
Denmark. 


While 
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While this Adventure befel Hamlet, Ophelia, be- 
twixt Grief for her Father's Death, and Horror that 
he fell by that Hand which ſhe once hoped wou! 
have been joined with hers in Marriage, falls mad, 
and ſoon after drowns her felf. Laertes her Brother, 
returns from his Travels, and vows Revenge for 
theſe untimely Deaths: Hamlet arrives at El/nour the 
Moment of the Funeral Obſequies of Ophelia, and 
jumping into the Grave to lament her Fate, has a 
Quarrel with LZaertes; but the King, Queen, and 
whole Court being preſent, they were ſoon parted. 

Aſter this, the King makes a Property of Laertes's 
unſatisfied Revenge, to glut his own Hate on Ham- 
let, and having worked him to his Purpoſe, Laertes 
ſeems reconciled, and challenges the Prince to play 
a Bout at Foils, which the other accepting, Laertes 
fights with an envenomed Weapon, wounds Hamlet, 
and in the Scuffle changing Rapiers, Hamlet returns 
the Hurt, and Laertes dies by his own Treachery: 
The King in the mean Time having prepared a 
poiſoned Bowl for Hamlet, in Caſe Laertes ſhould 
fail hitting him, the Queen chances to drink of it, 
and dies immediately. Hamlet appriſed by the laſt 
Words of Laertes, how theſe Things came to pals, 
ſtabs the King with the fame Sword by which him- 
ſelf and the Son of Po/onius had received their 
Deaths ; and of the chief Characters only Horatio 
remains alive to mourn the fad Event. 
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HENRY the Fourth, 


The FIRST PART; 
With the 


LIFE and DEATH 
O F 
HENRY, Surnam'd HoTs?UuR; 


An Hiſtorical PLAY. 


* 


By Mr. SHAKESPEAR, 


ENRY the Fourth having obtain'd the Crown 
by the Aſſiſtance of the Earls of Northumber- 
land and Worceſter ; thoſe ambitious Lords thought 
that Service as never to be ſufficiently recompenced, 
and were continually repining, though the King 
ſcarce ever denied any Thing they asked. Their 
Arrogance at laſt arrived at ſuch a Height, that 
Henry 
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Henry Piercy, otherwiſe called Hot/dur, Son to Nor 
thumberland, having been Victorious over the Scots 
in the Battle of Holmedon, refuſed to deliver up his 
Priſoners, till the King had ranſom'd Mortimer, who a 
little Time before had been taken by the Ve Rebels. 
King Henry could not be prevailed upon to grant 
this; but in Juſtification of his Refuſal, alledges, 
That he has good Reaſon to believe Mortimer betray- 
ed his Party to G/endower, the Head of the eig, 
whoſe Daughter he had married, and that he was no 
more than a voluntary Priſoner. Whether this was 
Fact or not, we are pretty much in the Dark; it 
was, however, a plauſible Pretence for the King, to 
keep at diſtance from Court a Nobleman whoſe Pre- 
ſence he feared ; becauſe the depoſed King Richard, 
at his Death, had declared that he, Mortimer, was 
next in Blood to the Crown. 

This Refuſal of the King's, joined to their own 
Ambition, makes the Lords reſolve to take up Arms: 
They enter into a League with Douglas, the valiant 
/ Scot, and antient Enemy of England; and to link 
the Band of Friendſhip more cloſely, releaſe all the 
Priſoners taken at Hzolmedon, among whom were 
Mer dale, Earl of Fife, the eldeſt Son of Douglas, 
the Earls of Athol, Murray, Angus and Menteith ; 
and having drawn the Archbiſhop of York, Sir Ri- 
chard Vernon, and many others of the Nobility and 
Gentry into the Conſpiracy, they all repair to Wales, 
where, with G/endower and Mortimer, they muſter 
all the Forces in their Power. Believing themſelves 
ſecure of Conqueſt, to prevent all future Broils among 


themſelves, they divide Erng/and into three equal 
2 Parts, 
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Parts; and the Tipartite Monarchy, after King 
Henry's Overthrow, is to be Ruled by Glendower, 
Mortimer, and Hot/pur. 

The King received Intelligence of theſe Prepara- 
tions with an infinite Concern, and the more ſo, be- 
cauſe his eldeſt Son Henry, Prince of Wales, inſtead 
of any way aſſiſting him by Counſel or Action, paſt 
his whole Time among Companions far unworthy of 
a Prince, or even an honeſt Man. Sir John Falſtaff, 
the moſt debauched and diffolute Man of the Age, 
even Point, Godhhill, Peto, and \Bardelph, Wretches 
who had no other Dependance than Robbery, were 
of the Number of thoſe with whom this young un- 
thinking Heir of Empire, choſe to laugh away his 
Hours, rather than attend to the ſerious Buſineſs of 
the State: Nothing therefore from him was to be ex- 
pected, nothing to be hoped ; but [Appearances fre- 
quently deceive us, and ſometimes by being ſeeming- 
ly againſt our Wiſhes, add to our Satisfaction, by 
preſenting us with a Bleſſing we thought fartheſt off. 
Buried, as he ſeemed, in Pleaſures of the worſt Sort, 
the Seeds of Glory, Humanity, and every Princely 
Virtue, were deeply implanted in this young Hero's 
Breaſt : The great Fame Hotſpur had acquired in 
Arms, raiſed in him a generous Emulation ; and the 
Rebellion he now headed againſt his King and Father, 
fired him with an equal Indignation and Diſdain: He 
longed to pluck the 'Trophies of Honour from his 
tainted Brow, and prove, that Henry Plantaganet, 
whenever he pleaſed to exert himſelf, knew how to 
triumph every Way over ferry Piercy. To this End 
he falls at the King's Feet, begs the Command of 


the 
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the Army raiſed to oppoſe the Rebels ; but that pru- 
dent Monarch, who could conceive but little Hopes 
from his paſt Behaviour, thought it not proper to en- 
truſt ſo great a Charge to any but himſelf; he gave 
him, however, the next Poſt to himſelf, and having 
ſent John of Lancaſter, his younger Son, the Earl of 
W:/tmoreland, and a great Number of the Nobility 
before, ſet forth himſelf, with the Prince of Wales, 
to meet the Rebels, and made Shrewsbury the Field 
of Battle. | 

Hotſpur, Worceſter, and Douglas, were equally on 
Fire to receive them, though the ſame Meſſenger 
that brought Intelligence of the King's Approach, 
informed them alſo, that G/endowwer could not bring 
up his Forces within fourteen Days, and that the Earl 
of Northumberland was prevented from joining them, 
by a ſudden and moſt violent Indiſpoſition, which 
confined him to his Bed: Two ſuch Misfortunes 
might have damped the fierceſt Courage, yet did 
they continue reſolute to die or conquer. 

King Henry, willing, if poſſible, to reclaim them 
by gentle Means, ſent to ſpeak with Worceſter, and 
as a Security for his ſafe Return, Weſtmoreland was left 
Hoſtage. After having, in mild Terms, reprimand- 
ed this Earl for inſtigating his Nephew to Rebellion, 
he offers free Mercy to them all, provided they re- 
turn to their Duty, and threatens the utmoſt Severity 
if they provoke him once to draw the Sword of Ju- 
ſtice. Worcefter departs from the Royal Preſence, 
and Weſimoreland is returned; but believing that if 
they ſhould lay down Arms, the King would never 
be brought ſincerely to five him, he conceals from 
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Hetjpur the proffer'd Clemency ; and carries to him 
only Threatnings and Revilings : On which, the im- 
patient Youth orders the Signal of Pattle to be given, 
and both Armies engage with equal Fury : For the 
Preſervation of the King, ſeveral Noblemen and o- 
thers take the Field, in all Things accoutred like 
him, and fall Victims to the deſtroying Swords+of 
Hotſpur and Douglas; among whom was the Earl of 
Stafford, and Sir Walter Blunt: At laſt the real King 
Henry and Hotſpur met Hand to Hand; the Combat 
ſeems equal for ſoine Time, but the Youth and Vi- 
gour of the latter at length gains Advantage, and 
the King finds himſelf hardly preſt; when the Prince 
of Wales flies to his Aſſiſtance, and the King retreat- 
ing, leaves him to try his Force with Piercy; after 
ſeveral Paſſes on both Sides, the juſter Cauſe is 
Crown'd with Victory, and Hotſpur is compeli'd to 
yield all his Laurels with his Life, to the more pre- 
vailing Arm of Henry Plantagenect. 

Sir Fohn Falſta t, who had attended the Prince of 
Il ales in this Expedition, finding Hot aur dead, takes 
him on his Back, and pretends to have flain him, 
which occaſions ſome Diverſion among the Officers, 
who know the Cowardice of this old fat Knight ; 
but a particular Account of this, or any other of the 
Comick Scenes, would be but tireſome in Deſcrip- 
tion, though extremely agreeable in the Repreſenta- 
tion; I ſhall therefore omit any .\ccount of them, 


being no way neceſſary to the Buſineſs of the 
Play. 
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Deauglas, N orceſter, and Vernon were taken Pri- 
ſoners: The former by the Generoſity of the 
Prince of Wales was releaſed without Ranſom ; but 
Nercgſter and Vernon ſhared a different Fate; they 
having deceived the gallant Peircy in the Meſſage of 
the King, and by that Means occaſioned iis Death, 
and that of ſo many other brave Men, were or- 
dered to immediate Execution. 

This Victory, with the Orders given for the Re- 
moval of the Army to fall on Glendower, and Nor- 
tbumberlamd, who was now recovered, and in Arms, 
is all our excellent Author thinks fit to preſent us with 
2t this Time. 


HENRY the Eighth, 


An Hiſtorical P LAY. 


By Mr. SHAKESPEAR, 


HE Aſcendant Cardinal Wo!ſey gained over his 
Prince, King Henry the eighth, is well known, 

25 Alſo the Means by which he acquired it; but the 
Motives of his ſudden Fall from that Height of Gran- 
deur be kad fer a long Series of Time enjoyed, com- 
poſe the Subject of this PH. 2 
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King Henry had been twenty Years the Husband of 
Queen Catherine: He was a Prince exceeding amo- 
rous, but naturally inconſtant: She grew advanced in 
Years, and his Love for her decreaſed in Proportion; 
but that, which created in him an entire Diſguſt, was a 
new Paſſion he had conceived for Auna Ballen, one of 
her Maids of Honour: For this young Beauty he 
languiſhed with the moſt violent Deſires, and finding 
no Hopes of obtaining her, but on honourable Terms, 
he reſolves to part from Catherine, and make this 
Charmer his, tho' by the Ruin of the beit of Women 
and of Wives. Having no Blame to lay on her Con- 
duct, he pretends a Scruple of Conſcience, ſhe having 
before been married to his Brother, Prince Arthur, 
tho' to his own Knowledge, and the Belief of all the 
World unenjoyed by him. Volſey is the Perſon he 
conſults on this Affair, who having a Spleea to her, 
becauſe her Nephew, the Emperor, had refuſed him 
the Archbiſhoprick of Toledo, omits nothing that may 
ſtrengthen him in his Reſolution of being divorced 
from her; and to that End ſends to the Pope. Car- 
dinal Campeius is forthwith diſpatched from Rome, 
and joined in Commiſſion with e, to ſearch into 
this Buſineſs: The Queen refuſes to be judged by 
their Tribunal, and appeals to the Pope himſelf: Car- 
dinal Campeius is obliged to return without doing any 
Thing of the Buſineſs he came about, nor dares le 
of himſelf pronounce the Marriage null, it having 
before been approved by the whole Conſiſtory. The 
King is enraged at this Delay, and reſolving to be 
rid of his unhappy Queen, renounces the Pope's Su- 
premacy, proclaims himſelf Head of the Church, and 
NK thro⸗ 
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thro' Cranmer's Means, then Lord Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury, obtains a Certificate from the Collegiate 
Churches to prove his Marriage unlawful : That 
done, divorces himſelf immediately, and marries 
Anna Bullen. 

The Pride of Molſey is ſtung to the Quick to find 
the King has ventured to proceed thus far, and well 
foreſees the entire Downfall of -Church Government 
In the Promotion of Crarmer, who had ever oppoſed 
the exorbitant Power of the Clergy ; but he appre- 
hended not that his own Ruin was ſo near; he had 
wrote Letters to the Pope, adviſing his Holineſs not 
to be too haſty in diſpatching the King's Affair: Theſe 
were intercepted, and to add to the Royal Diſpleaſure, 
a Schedule of the Immenſe Riches he had amaſſed to- 
gether, being put by ſome Accident among ſome 
Papers he gave tbe King, convinced his Majeſty that 
he had not been ſo diſintereſted a Servant as he had 
pretended : He therefore complies with the Requeſt 
which had often been made by both Lords and Com- 
mons, ſuffers him to be impeached, brought to a 
Trial, and all his Goods confiſcated ; the Grief of 
nich ſoon after broke his Heart. 

Queen Catherine pityed his Fate, tho he had 
been the firſt Cauſe of her Misſortunes, but died ſoon 
after worn out with Cares and Trouble: The Im- 
peachment and Execution cf the great Duke of Buck- 
#12:hamx make alſo ſome Scenes in this Play; but they 
are rather introduced to ſhew the exceſſive Power and 
Influence of #7/7y in thoſe Days, than for any Con- 
nechon they have with the main Buſineſs, which con- 
cludes with the Birth of a Princeſs by Arua Bullen, 

Whom 
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whom they baptized by the Name of E/;zabeth, and 
was afterwards one of the moſt glorious of our EH. 
{ih Soveraigns. 
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FT ANE SHORE, 


AT-RAGED'Y, 


By Mr. Rows. 


Fter the Death of Fdward the fourth, his Bro- 
ther Richard, Duke of Gloceſter, was unani- 
 mouſly choſen Lord Protector during the Minority of 
the young King; but this cruel and ambitious Man. 
had further Views, and aiming at the Crown for 
himſelf, raiſed a formidable Party both among the 
Lords and Commons, who were ready to abet any 
Deſign he ſhould take in Hand: In the firſt place he 
cauſed Scruples to be raiſed concerning the Lawfulneſs 
of the late King's Marriage, and endeavoured to 
prove that having before been contracted to Lady 
Elizabeth Lucy, the Children born of her, waom he 
had afterward made Queen, could have no Right to 
reign ; and then found one Pretence or other to take 
off, either by Death or Baniſhment, all who were any 


Way attached to the Queen's Intereſt. 
33-3; Lord' 
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Lord Haſtings was the only remaining Perſon, 
whoſe Regard for the Memory of Edward, Loyalty 
to his young Succeflor, and great Power, the Protec- 
tor ſtood in Awe: His Brain was labouring for Means 
either to bring him into his Deſigns, or to prevent 
his being of any Prejudice to them, when the un- 
happy Woman, whoſe Story is the main Subject cs 
this Tragedy, innocently aſſiſted his Wiſhes. 

She had been the favourite Miſtreſs of Edzvard the 
fourth, and by his laviſh Love endowed with great 
Pollefſions ; but was ſtripped of the greateſt Part after 
his Death, by Order of the Lord ProteQor, and 
would perhaps have been deprived of all, if Haftinzs, 
who was paſſionately in Love with her, had not been 
an Advocate for her. 

Never Woman was more addreſs'd, more ſollicited, 
more worſhipped than Fare Shore in her Days of 
Proſperity ; but the Scene is now chang'd, the Ho- 
mage of the Croud ceaſes with her Power of oblig'nz ; 
and even thoſe of the better Sort, who were not 
ſhocked at her Crimes, fly from her Poverty as from 
a Peſtilence: Among the Multitude of her Female 
Friends, Alicia, a young Lady of Quality and For- 
tune, was all that now remained; and of the Men, 
as thoſe of ſuch as had no other Views than to do 
her Service, there was only Bellmour, a neighbour- 
ing Gentleman, who had been a long and intimate 
Acquaintance of her Husband's. 

The Death of Edward, the Misfortunes which 
enſued, and the Experience of the Vanity of Gran- 
deur made her Look into herſeif, examine her paſt 
Conduct with impartial Eyes, and become a real Pe- 


nitent 


. 
nitent. Her Return to Piety and Virtue was very 
much ſtrengthened þy the Converſation of the worthy 
Bellmour; but much more ſo by the reſpectſul Re- 
monſtrances of a Perſon he had introduced into her 


Service under the Name of Dumount, but was in Re- 


ality her Husband, Mr. Shore, whom ſhe thought 
dead, and had been buried at Antaberp. But that in- 
dulgent Man, whoſe Tenderneſs for her ſtill Iived, 
cauſed that Report to be ſpread, the better to conceal 
himſelf, and be the more able to ſerve and protect her 
in any Exigence: He had not been long in her Fa- 
mily before an Occaſion offered, wherein his Aſſi- 
ſtance was neceſſary. Lord Hafling, preſuming on 
the Service he had done her with the Protector, de- 
manded her Love as the Recompence, which ſhe af 
ſuring him ſhe could never grant, he offers to enjoy 
her by Violence, and is forcing her into her Cham- 
ber when the ſuppoſed Pꝛnnount ruſhes forth to her 
Deliverance, fights with Haſtings and difarms him; on 
which the diſappointed Nobleman quits her Houſe in 
a Rage, and vows Revenge. 

This Accident makes Dumoum and Be!ſmour ad- 
viſe her to rely no longer on his Interceſſion, but to 
preſent a Petition herſelf to the Protector; which ſhe 
reſolves to do the next Day ; but before that Time 
Haſtings made appear he had not terrified her with 
idle 'I hreats ; for on a Complaint of his, Dumourt 
was ſ{:1zed by Officers and carried to Priſon. 


Fane Shore bewails, as it deſerved, the Misfortune 


fallen on ſo faithful a Servant, meerly for the Reſcue 
he had given her; but this ſeemed as it were but the 
Beginning of her Woes, and ſhe ſoon after found that 
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there was ſcarce an Ill in the Power of Fate wittr 
waich ſhe was not to be afflicted. 

Alicia has been long the Miſtreſs of Haſtings, and 
ünding herfelf of late neglected for the untaſted 
Charms of She, all the good Will ſhe before had 
born to that unhappy Woman, is now converted into 
the extremeſt Envy and Deteſtation: Nor is it at all 
to be wondered at that ſhe, who to pratify her Love 
had been forgetful of all ſhe owed to her high Birth, 
her Virtue, and her Reputation, ſhould be, in ſuch a 
Jun cure, forgetful alſo of the Promiſes ſhe had made 
of an cverlaſting Friendſhip ; but concealing her Re- 
ſentment, that ſhe might the more eaſily fulfil what- 
ever it ſhould diftate for the Ruin of her Rival, ſlie 
viſited her as before, and joined with Bellmaur in 
adviſing her to addreſs the Protector. 

Fane Store, little ſuſpicions of this new Enemy, 
puts her Jewels, and whatever elſe ſhe had of Value, 
into her Cuſtody, believing that if the Hand of Power 
ſhould ſeize on all beſides, ſhe ſhould never want a 
ſafe Aſylum in this Lady's Friendſhip. Having pre- 
pared her Petition ſhe ſhews it to her, and the cruel 
Creature having before wrote a Letter to the Pro- 
tector, ſuggeſting to him that Haſtings was refrac- 
tory to his Deſigns, meerly to oblige Mrs. Shore, 
exchanges the Papers, and the poor C:ceived Peti- 
tioner preſents with her own Hand de Accuaticn 
againſt herſelf. 

Richard, on reading the Contents, ſtrangely ſur- 
prized : He eaſily believed ſhe that gave the Paper 
was wholly unacquainted with the Nature of them, 
and not doubting but it came, by whatever Means 

they 
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they contrived to ſend it him by that Conveyance, 
from ſome Perſon who wiſted well to his Projects, 
reſolved to take the Hint, and make Trial of Lord 
Haſtinz's Humour; but that Nobleman, however 
blameable in his private Conduct, ſhewed on this 
Occaſion the moſt unſhalzen Loyalty. and ſtedfaſt Ho- 
nour, and grew ſo warm on the Occaſion, that the 
Duke, who was the moſt artfül Man of his Time, 
was obliged to retract his Efforts, and pretend all 
he had faid was but to ſound his Inclinations. He 
then ſends for Jane Shore, commanicates to her plain- 
ly the Intention he has to make himſelf King, tells 
her that he 1s no ſtranger to the Power ſhe has over 
Lord Hafiings,.and commands her to exert it for his 
Intereſt. This Injunction ſhe is ſo far. from even 
ſeeming to comply with, that in his Preſence ſhe in- 
yokes Heaven to bleſs the Children of King Edward; 
on which he orders her to be turn'd into the Street, 
and a Proclamation to be publiſhed, making it Death- 
for any to relieve her, 

Being now. reſolute to aſcend the Throne, and 
having got a Majority of the Council, he accuſes 
Haſtings of having practiſed, in Combination with 
the Queen and Fare Shore, certain Spells and En- 
chantments, by which his Arm is withered ; all the 
Lords, tho' they well knew it had been fo from his 
Birth, readily aſſent to his Judgment, and Haſtings 1; 
put under a Guard, and a Command given for his 
Execution the ſame Hour. As he is going to Deaih, 
Alicia meets him, and not doubting but this Fate 13 
fallen on him through the Paper ſhe cauſed Fe 
Shore to put into the Protector's Hand, is ſtung 
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with ſo poynant a Remorſe, that it diſtracts lier 
Brain, and ſhe ſoon after falls into the moſt raving 
Madneſs. Fane Shore, in her Diſtreſs comes to her. 
Houſe for Relief, but is denied it, and having wan- 
dered for three Days without either Repoſe or Food, 
at Iaſt lies down in a Street, which from her Death. 
is ſince called Shoreditch. 

Bellmour in the mean Time having procured 
Mr. Shore his Liberty, and acquainted him with the 
Calamity fallen on his Wife, that affectionate Huſ- 
band comes with him to comfort her ; he now has 
thrown off his Diſguiſe, and ſhe has the Conſolation 
of knowing him, and receiving an entire Forgive- 
neſs from him before ſhe dies. Perceiving her faint 
he offers her ſome Cordial, on which Catesby, a Crea- 
ture of the ProteQor's, and the Guard appointed to 
watch that none relieved her, approach and ſeize on 
him and Bellmour, as Traitors to the State, be- 
cauſe contrary to the Proclamation they had pre- 
ſumed to adminiſter Relief to her: She expires almoſt 
the izme Moment, and they are carried to Priſon -; 
which makes the laſt Scene of this affecting Re 
- preſentation, 
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JULIUS CASAR, 


A FRAGEDY. 


By Mr. SHAKESPEAR. 


. p U -⁰’ 


Fter the Death of P:mpey, the Ambition of J. 
lius Ceſar in aſſuming a Kind of Regal Au- 
thority over the People of Rome, occaſioned a Conſpi- 
racy to be formed againſt his Life as the only Means to 
preſerve that Liberty, which had made the Name of 
Rome ſo famous: Caſſius, Metellus Cimber, Trebonius, 
Decius, Cinna, Caſta, and Cajus Ligarius were the 
Chief concern'd in it; but tho* they all were brave 
and reſolute Spirits, they could not agree on the Man- 
ner how the Enterprize ſhould be accompliſh'd, till 
Brutus joined in the Deſign, and by the Sanction of 
his Name and Virtues gave it a double Life and Vi- 
gour. The Love he bore to Cæſar rendred him un- 
willing to undertake. any Thing againſt him; but 
hen all other Conſi derations at length had yielded to 
the Good of his Country, he is no ſooner determin'd, - 
than he goes about the immediate Execution, 
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To this End all the Faction are appointed to meer 
at Midnight in his Garden, and the ſucceeding Day 
is fixed for the Death of Cz/ar, when he was to'go 
to the Capitol on the publick Buſineſs. Fix'd as they 
were, however, and ſteady in their Purpoſe, Fortune, 
or Fate, or ſomething, for which we want a Name, 
had like to have delayed the fo ardently wiſh'd Effect: 
Strange Prodigies had all this Night been ſeen both in 
the Heavens and on Earth : Fire ſeemed to rain from 
above, and ſhriking Ghoſts aſcended from below, 
and filled the Streets of Rome with Horror and Amaze: 
The Augurs in the Morning Sacrifice drew only ſad 
and inauſpicious Omens from the Bowels of the Vic- 
tims : Calphurnia, the Wife of Cz/ar, dream'd he lay 
dead and bleeding in her Arms: The Soothſayers had 
long bid him beware the Ides of March, of which 
that Day was the firſt: Artemidorus, a Man famous 
for his Predictions, ſtood in his Way, and would have 
prevented his Paſſing to the Capitol; a thouſand Warn- 
ings conſpired to make him think that ſome impen- 
ding Danger threatned him. Great as his Courage 
was, he fek Alarms, which more than once had half 
determined him to put off the Meeting ef the Senate 
till another Day ; but the Faction remonſtrating how 
weak jt would appear in hun to be ſwayed by Dreams 
and Omens, he grew aſhamed of his Timidity ; and 
um Spite of Calphurnia's Tears, and the Entreaties of 
thole who loved him, he ſets forward to the Capitol, 
where he was no ſooner ſeated than Metellus Cimber 
young toward him, as to preſent a Petiticn, plunged 
« Dagger in his Breaſt, and was in the ſame Moment 
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followed by all the other Conſpirators, ſo that he fell 
oppreſſed with Six and thirty Wounds. 

The Amazement not only of the Senate, in whoſe 
Preſence this Deed was done,. but of all Rome, was in- 
expreſſible: Antonius the moſt intimate of Cæſar's 
Friends expected to have ſhared his Fate; but Brutus 
preſently diſſipated his Fears, and let him know, that 
as nothing but Reſcuing Rome from Tyranny could have 
made him conſent to Cæſars Death, fo that accom- 
pliſhed, there was no more to be done than to lament 
him dead, whoſe Ambition was too dangerous to be 
permitted Life : Antonius on this deſires Permiſſion to 
pay the Funeral Duties over his Body, which in Rome 
was to Harangue the Populace on the Virtues of the 
Deceaſed ; Caſſius oppoſed his Requeſt, but Brutus 
granted it- on Condition that he ſhould utter nothing in 
Condemnation of their Behaviour in this Action; which 
Antonius promiſing, they all adjourn to the Market- 
Plece, where the Populace being aſſembled, Brutus 
firſt mounts the Roſra, or Pulpit, and acquaints them 
with the Motives that drew on Cæſar''s Fate; then 
having received a general Approbation by loud Huzza's 
and Shouts, he comes down, and yields the Place to- 
Antonius, who beginning with ſetting forth the many 
excellent Qualities of Cz/ar, by Degrees expatiates on 
the Cruelty of his Aſſaſſination, and at laſt produces a 
Will made by Cz/ar, wherein he has left conſiderable 
Donations to every Roman Citizen. This turns them 
in a Moment to the Reverſe of what they were before : 
Revenge for Cz/ar's Blood is now their whole Cry, 
they ſwear they'll burn the Houſes of the Conſpirators; 


and mecting Cinna, the Poet, who unluckily was of 
the 
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the ſame Name with him colleagued with Brutus 
and Caſſius, miſtake him for the other, and without 
ſuffering him to juſtify himſelf, drag him to inſtant 
Death. 

The Faction aware of this Misfortune, quis 
Rome, and repaired to Sardis, where they raiſe a 
very powerful Army. Antonius, with Otavius Ceſar, 
Nephew to Fulius, and Lepidur, a Patrician, govern 
the City conjointly, under the Title of the Triumw;- 
rate; and have alſo very powerful Forces, with 
which they prepare either to attack Brutus, or op- 
poſe him in Caſe he marches towards Nome. 

Brutus is inform'd of their Strength without any 
Emotions, but receives other Intelligence which is 
very bitter to him. Portia, his Wife, fearing for 
the Succeſs of his Arms, and terrified at the Prepara- 
tions made againſt him by his Enemy, had fallen 
mad, and in the Abſence of her Attendants,, having 
no other Means to come at Death, had ſwallowed 
Coals of Fire. As he is muſing on this ſad Accident 
in the dead of Night, the Ghoſt of Julius Cæſar ap- 
pears to him, tells him he is his evil Genius, and will 
fee him again at Philiepi; where Brutus and Caſſius 
had juſt before reſolved to march their Forces. The 
Soul of this great Man was a little ſhocked, but not 
daunted at the Apparition; and inftead of altering, 
or delaying his Purpoſe of going to Philippi, he ſends 
immediate Orders to all the Commanders to Decamp 
by Break of Day, 

Octavius and Antonius being alſo on their March, 
the, two Armies meet at Philipp; and give Battle; 
after. a bloody Struggle, Brutus perceives Q&avins's 

Wing. 
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Wing unable to maintain their Ground, - on which he 
pours the main Body of his Army upon them, who 
too Jargely purſuing their Advantage, Antonius takes 
that Opportunity to fall on. the Remainder left with 


Caſſius, and with a Corps de Reſerve charges him in the 


Rear at the fame Time, and made a very cruel 
Slaughter among them ;. Caius was himſelf oblig'd 
to fly, but no farther than a Hill, whence he might 
diſcern what was doing on Brutus's Side. He ſees a 
great Blaze, and imagining it was occaſion'd by their 
own Tents, ſet on Fire by the Enemy, diſpatches 
Tiſinius, an Officer, to learn the Truth. Pindarus 
his Slave, remains with him, who ſeeing T:/inius en- 
cloſed by Horſemen, and hearing a great Shout, be- 
lieves him taken Priſoner; on which, Caffus not 
doubting but Brutus is overcome and all is loſt; com. 
mands Pindarus to hold his Sword while he falls up- 
on it; the Slave obeys, tho' with Reluctance, and 
Caſſius expires the ſame Moment. Scarce has his 
Breath forſook him, when Tine returns, not being 
taken, as they ſuppoſed, by Enemies, but greeted 
by Friends; Brutus having been Victorious. But 
there were now no Ears to welcome the Tidings he 
brought with him; the Grief of which made him 
plunge his Ponyard into his own Breaſt, and die by 
the Side of his General. 

Brutus in the mean Time turn'd his Conquering 
Troops on Antonius's Wing, who fluſh'd with the 
Succeſs over Caſſius, give him a warm Reception; 
and after. much Effuſion of Blood on both Sides, the 
Troops of Brutus yielded or fled; all that could 
be expecled from a good General, was performed by 
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Him; but Fate was on AAntonins's Side, and, like 
Caſſius, to avoid being taken, he fell on his own. 
Sword, even that Sword which had Stab'd Fulrus 
Cz/ar. Thus was the Death of that great Man ful- 
Hy revenged, and Rome, in loſing the Aſſertors of 
her Liberty, fell a Prey to Arbitrary Power, no 
more to riſe, no more to be revered as heieto- 


fore. 
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& TRAGEDY. 


— — - 


—_— 
—— — 


By Mr. SHAKESPHERAR: And alter'd 
by Mr. LATE. 


7 IS the Depravity of Human Nature, to be 
ever railing at the Preſent, and extolling the 
Happineſs of paſt Ages; but if we turn our Eyes 
back as far as the Limes in which this Hiſtory was 
preſented on the Stage of the World, we ſhall find 
that Ingratitude, Perjury, and Deceit, were Vices 
no leſs in Faſhion, than in our Days. 

While Britain was uncorrupted with the Mixture 
of other Nations, and long e'er the Danes or Saxons 
had got Footing in this Iſland, it was govern'd by a 
King, 
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King, cail'd Lear; who being far advanced in Years, 
tock a Reſolution to retire from the Cares of State, 
and having no Male Iſſue, to divide his Kingdom be- 
tween his three Daughters, who were at that Time 
fought in Marriage by the Dukes of Albany, Corn- 
auall, anc P around). A Day therefore was appoint- 
4 to give each of them a Crown and Husband, and 
all the Nohility of the Kingdom ſummoned to appear 
in Honour of the folemn Act. 


Few there were of thoſe who wilt'd well to their 


Country, or to the old King's future Peace of Mind, 
that were pleated with this Change of Affairs; but 
Lear had ever ſhewn a Diſpoſition impatient of Ad- 
vice; for which Reaſon none preſumed to ſpeak their 
Minds. | 

When all the Nobles and great Officers of State 
were aſſembled in the Preſence-Chamber, the King 
cauſed a Map to be brought, in which the three Di- 
viſions of his Monarchy were drawn out; and hold- 
ing it in his Hand, told his Daughters, That one 
Part being richer, and more fertil than the others, 
ſhould be the Portion of her who loved him beſt ; on 
which, Genctill, the eldeſt, was prodigal of her Aſ- 
ſurances; Regan, the ſecond, yet exceeded her in 
Proteſtations of an eternal Duty and Affection; but 
Cordelia, the youngeſt, diſclaimed her Siſter's Diſſi- 
mulation, and confeſs'd, that a Husband would take 
up ſome Part of her Tenderneſs. This plain Speech 
ſo incenſed the old capricious King, That he entirely 
cut her off from all Share in the Monarchy, and 
parted it between Gonerill and Regan, who were im- 
mediately after married to Albam and Cornwall, 
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The Duke of Burgundy, ſeeing Cordelia Dowerleſs, 
relinquiſhed his Suit, and took his Leave of the 
Court, to the great Satisfaction of that young Prin- 
ceſs; who having been moſt long and faithfully be- 
loved by Edgar, Son to the Earl of Glonceſter, had 
behaved in the Manner I have faid, on purpoſe to 
preſerve her ſelf for him, chuſing rather to be no 
Queen, than be the Wife of Burgundy. She ſaw her 
Siſters triumph without a Pang, and lamented 
only the Neceſſity of incurring her Father's Diſ- 
Pleaſure; who was now fo ſet againſt her, that he 
condemn'd the Earl of Kent to perpetual Baniſhment, 
only for ſpeaking in ker Behalf too freely. This in- 
deed was the laſt Act of Power executed by the in- 
fatuated Monarch ; for he gave all into the Hands of 
Gonerill and Regan, reſerving only for himſelf a Train 
of an hundred Knights, who, with him, were to 
ſojourn at the Palaces of the new Queens, one Month 
in each alternately. 

Kent had but three Days Time allowed him to 
prepare for his Departure; but that truly honeſt and 
loyal Subject, preſaging ſeme of thoſe Calamities 
which afterwards befel his Royal Mafter, could not 
reſolve, ill treated as he was, to withdraw from a 
Place, where alone he might be able to render him 
Service: He therefore diſguiſes himſelf ſo as not to 
be known, and under the Name of Cajus gets ad- 
mitted as one of his Retinue. 

Edgar, in the mean Time, experiences the utmoſt 
Exceſſes of Joy and Sorrow): He was all Extaſy at 
the Behaviour of Cordelia, and to fee himſelf deli- 
vered from ſo dangerous a Rival as the Duke of 
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Bargundy: He now flattered himſelf with being at 
the End of all his Wiſhes ; but when he thought 
himſelf moſt near, a Delicacy in the Nature of that 
Princeſs threw a Bar between him and his Hopes, 
which was the more dreadful to him, as it was the 
leaſt expected. She praiſed his Conſtancy, confeſſed 
her own Affection, but at the ſame Time aſſured 
him, that the Pride of Blood would not ſuffer her to 
marry, and be dependant on her Husband's Fortune, 
therefore commanded him to think no more of Love, 
or ever ſee her Face again. This was a Turn of 
Fate he ſcarce had Courage to ſuſtain, and he, per- 
haps, had yielded up his Life with the Hope of 
what was yet infinitely more dear, had not a ſecond 
Nis fortune, not leſs cruel or ſudden, divided the Cur- 
rent of his Affliction, and gave a kind of fad Diver- 
ſion to its Force. 

The Earl of Glucefter had a Baſtard Son named 
Edmund ; who was a perfect Maſter in the Art of Diſ- 
fimulation, and had ſo far infinuated himſelf into his 
Father's good Opinion, that he, at leaſt poſſeſt an 
equal Share with Edgar, in his Affection. Finding 
the Influence ke had gained, he fo far improved it as 
to render his Brother ſuſpected of ill Deſigns ; he re- 
preſented him as ambitious, bloody, and capable of 
the moſt unnatural Attempts ; and to prove the 'Truth 
of theſe Accuſations, forges a Letter, as from Edgar 
to himſelf, tempting him with the offer of Half Gh 
ceſler's Eſtate, if he will conſent to murder him pri- 
vately. When he has ſhewn this to the Earl, he 
runs to Edgar, tells him, that ſome Villain has in- 
cenſed their Father againſt his Life, and adviſes him 
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to fly his Preſence, till Time ſhall make a full Diſco- 
very of his Innocence of the Crimes laid to his Charge. 
Edgar deceived allo by hi; ſeeming Sanctity and Zeal 
to ſerve him, falls into the Snare by thinking to a- 
void it. His Flight confirms the Earl of the Truth 
of Edmunds Reports; and to make it yet more cer- 
tain, that wicked and deſigning Traitor gives himſelf 
a ſlight Wound in the Arm, pretending he received it 
from his Brother, on his diſſuading him from his un- 
natural Enterprize. 

This accompliſhes entirely the End at which he 
aim'd : Etzar is dilinherited, proclaim'd a Traitor, 
and Proſcribed; and himſelf declared the Heir of 
Ghucefter. 

Edgar in his Retirement hears this News, and 
having no other Way to eſcape, yet loth to die 
under theſe baſe Imputations, puts on the Habit 
and Behaviour of a Lunatick, and thus diſguiſed 
lives unknown and unregarded in the Woods and 
Foreſts, while the perfidious Author of his Miſeries 
riots in the full Enjoyment of all his ambitious Soul 
cou!d wiſh: High in the Favour of his Father, 
and indulging his looſer Pleaſures with no leſs than 
Royal Beauty: Gonerill and Regan had each of them 
courted him to their Embraces, and he, by Turns, 
enjoyed both. 

But during theſe Tranſactions, King Lear was fa- 
tally convinced of the Folly he had been guilty of in 
parting with his Power : His two imperious Daugh- 
ters no longer treated him as their Father, but their 
Subject; they lower'd the Number of his Attendants, 
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then to ten, afterward to five, and at laſt are ſcarce 
willing to allow him one: Kent, who ſtill follows 
him under the Name of Cajus, is put into the Stocks 
for tripping up the Heels of one of Gonerill's Gen- 
tlemen, who had behaved in a diſreſpectful Manner 
to the King. To ſuch a Pitch does their Ingratitude 
at length arrive, that the unhappy Father, no longer 
able to ſupport the Contempt thrown on him by theſe 
unnatural Monſters, reſolves to quit their Sight for 
ever; and leaving with them his ſevereſt Curſes, de- 
parts the Palace of Clauceſter, where they were then, 
and flies into the Woods, chuſing to aſſociate with 
Beaſts, as leſs Savage than Wretches, ſuch as they, 
in Human Form. 

It was in the moſt dreadful Storm the angry Hea- 
vens ever poured down, Thunder, Lightning, Hail, 
Rain and Wind, blended their ſeveral Forces to 
make a Night of Horror, when the unhappy King 
. expoſed himſelf to open Air; and having once quit- 
ted the Palace, Clouceſter was forbid on Pain of Death, 
either to court him back, or follow him with any 
Relief; a Barbarity ſo ſhocking to a King and Fa- 
ter, joined with the Tyranny theſe haughty Siſters 
exerciſed over the Common-wealth, alarmed the 
Noble-minded Earl, and he reſolved, if poſſible, to 
reſtore Things to their Primitive Condition. To 
this End he writes to the Duke of Cambray, 
who regarded the Duke of Cornwall, with in- 
veterate Hate, praying his Aſſiſtance to reinſtate the 
King, and pluck down the Arrogance of the two Fe- 
male Furies. Theſe Diſpatches, as well as the Pur- 
port of them, he entruſts to Edmund, who glad of 
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this Opportunity to ftep at once into the Earldom of 
Glouceſter, delivers them to Regan; on which the 
Earl is condemn'd as a Traitor to the Government, 
and after having both his Eyes pluck'd out, is thruſt 
out of his own Palace to beg or ſtarve; while the 
wicked Edmund is inſtated in all his forfeited Wealth 
and Titles. 

At the ſame Time Cordelia hearing of her Fa- 
ther's Sorrows, and that he wander'd in the Woods, 
acconipany'd only by his faithful Cajus, went, with 
one of her Women, in ſearch of him ; Edmund burn- 
ing to enjoy her, and having Intelligence of her De- 
hgn, hires two Ruffians to purſue and ſeize her, de- 
ſigning, when they ſhould have conveyed her to a 
Place proper for that Purpoſe, to Raviſh her ; but 
her good Angel prevented this execrable Project 


from taking Effect; the Villains, 'tis true, eaſily 


overtook her ; but as they were about to force her 
along with them, her Cries reach'd the Ears of 
Edgar, who immediately ruſhed out, and with a 
Staff he had in his Hand, puts them beth to flight. 
Cordelia is at firſt no leſs frighted at the Appearance of 
her Deliverer, than ſhe had been before with the 
Ruffians; but he knowing her, made himſelf alſo 
known, and obtains from her, in his Rags, a 
Bleſſing, which as G/ouceſter's Heir he ſollicited in 
vain ; ſhe tells him, that they are now on an Equa- 
lity, and being both wretched Vagrants, ſhe may 
plight her Troth to him without a Bluſh, or the leaſt 
Conſciouſneſs of being too far obliged to an Exceſs of 
Paſſion. He is now as happy as the Reflection on 
the King's Griefs will give him Leave to be; and 
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Cordelia being overmuch fatigued with travelling fo 
far on Foot, and in ſo terrible a Jempeſt, compoſes 
ner ſelf to ſleep in his Hovel, while himſelf and her 
Woman, watch by her. 


When ſhe awakes, he acquaints her that the King, 


by the Larl uf Gun e, Neans, has been conveyed 


to a little Houſe hard by; and then on her Defiie con- 
ducts her thither, where having leit her, he returns 
to the Wood and meets his Eyelets Father: I nis is a 
Sight which leaves nd Room for any additional Af- 
fliction; he has however the Conſolation of prevent- 
ing him from doing any Violence to himſelf, and 
perſuading him to ſhew himſelf to the Populace, 
whom the Knowledge of his Wrongs, the Cru- 
elties practiſed on the King, and the imperious 
Behaviour of Gonerill and Regan, induce to take 
Arms. Edgar puts himfelf at their Head, and pre- 
pares to attack the imperious Queens, who having 
alſo raiſed Forces, Edmund is made General, the 
Duke of Allany not being willing to accept it, and 
Cornwall being dead of a Wound he had received 
from one of his own Servants, whom he had ſtruck 
for adviſing him not to proceed with ſo much Rigour 
againſt Glouceſter. 

The Armies join, and after a cruel Struggle Edmund 
won the Field of Battle. Lear and Cordelia were 
made Priſoners; and Edgar having now no other 
Reſource, diſguiſed accompanies a Herald, who, in 
the Name of an unknown Champion, challenges 
Edmund to ſingle Combat, accuſing him of "Treaſon. 
Edmund, who wants not Courage, accepts the Chal- 
lenge, and Edgar appears in his own Shape; a con- 
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ſc.ouſneſs of Guilt now alarms the hitherto ſucceſsful 
Villain ; but the Duke, and both the Queens being 
in Preſence, he braves it out, fights, and is ſlain by 
Edgar. Gonerill and Regan ſeem to outvie each 
other in their Lamentations over him; but Eagar 
having given a Letter he had intercepted from Gonerili 
to the fallen Traitor, ſhe endeavours to filence her 
Complaints by the Sight of that Evidence of her diſ- 
Honourable Paſſion; at firſt ſhe raves, but Death ſoon 
puts a Period to her ill-uſed Power: Both ſhe and 
Regan jealous of each other, have been by each other 
poiſoned, and it is but a few Moments that either of 
them ſurvive their darling Edmund. Albany con- 
vinc'd of the Injuſtice offer'd to the King, goes 
with Eagar to the Priſon, where he is confin'd ; 
they arrive in that Moment, when the Executioner, 
by Order of the late Queens, is going to put an End 
both to his Life and that of Cordelia. As the Duke 
was a Stranger to this Decree, he conſiders the Pro- 
ceedings of his Wife with the more Deteſtation, and 
ſtruck with a true Remorſe for the Part he has been 
drawn to act in them, reſtores the Kingdom to Lear, 
who beſtows it, with Cordelia, on Edgar, and re- 
ſolves to paſs the Remainder of his Days in Privacy 
with G/ucefter and his faithful Cajus, whom he now 
knows for the Earl of Kent. How far this Cataſtrophe 
is conſonant to Truth, I will not pretend to deter- 
mine, our Hiſtory of thoſe Times being very ob- 
ſcure ; but it is certainly agreeable to that Poetical 
Juſtice, which in Repreſentations of this Kind ought 


always to be ſtrictly obſerved. 
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IR Sampſon Legend has two Sons, Valentine the 

Elder is a well educated Gentleman; Ben the 
Younger has ſomething amphihious in his Character, 
being Half Home-bred and Half Sea-bred : The one 
has diſobligd him by an expenſive Manner of Living; 
he therefore reſolves to diſinherit him, give all his 
Eſtate to the other, and marry him to an aukward 
Country Girl, call'd XIIſs Prue, Daughter to Mr. 
Forefight. 

This Forefght is an illiterate old Man, peeviſh and 
poſitive, very Superſtitious, and a Pretender to Aſtro- 
logy : He is lately married to a ſecond Wife, who is 
young, gay, and has Wit enough to deſpiſe her Huſ- 
band. Her Siſter, Mrs. Frail, is a Woman of much 
the ſame Character, and lives in the Houſe with 
her; as does alſo Angelica, Niece to Forefght, a 
young Lady of a conſiderable Fortune in her own 
Hands, and is paſſionately beloved by Valentine, 
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whom ſhe in ſecret approves, but has hitherto con- 
cealed her Inclinations. 

The Characters are thus diſpoſed at the opening of 
the Play, when Valentine having contracted ſeveral 
large Debts, 1s obliged to confine himſelf to his own 
Lodgings for fear of being confined in a worſe Place 
by his Creditors : His Impatience, however, of get- 
ting abroad to ſee Angelica, prevails above all Conſi- 
derations of his future Intereſt ; and he conſents to 
make a Deed of Conveyance for the whole Eſtate to 
his younger Brother, that he may receive four thou- 
ſand Pounds immediately to ſecure his Liberty. On 
this Condition Sir Sampſon ſends the Money to him 
by his Steward; and he renews his Addreſſes to the 
Lady, who continues ftill as much on the Reſerve as 
ever. Sir Sampſon preſſes him to ſign the Convey- 
ance, but on the Advice of Mr. Scandal, a Man of 
Wit, and his moſt intimate Friend, he pretends a 
ſudden Diſorder in his Head, and afterwards a down- 
right Frenzy. 

Ben, in the mean Time, is brought into the Com- 
pany of Miſs Prue, but they ſeem agreed to diſlike 
each other ; he 15 much taken with Mrs. Frail, who 
knowing he 1s to have the Eſtate, endeavours to 
draw him in for a Husband; and the Girl is charmed 
with Mr. Tattle, a Fop, whom Mrs. Frail has art- 
fully introduced to her Acquaintance, on purpoſe to 
make the rough Sailor appear more diſagreeable to 
her. Old Foreſight imagines all theſe croſs Accidents 
happen, becauſe they did not conſult a lucky Hour 
to make the firſt Motion of the Match, and grows ſo 
ill upon it, that he is obliged to be put to Bed, while 
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Scandal and his Wife take that Opportunity of ma- 
king him a Cuckold. 

Mrs. Frail perceiving that the Madneſs of Valen- 
tine would hinder him from ſigning the Conveyance, 
and being told he was incapable of knowing any 
Body, bribes Jeremy, his Man, to paſs her upon 
him for Angelica, and get them married together : 
The Fellow, who 1s ſubtle, and in all his Maſter's 
Plots, ſeems to conſent to all ſhe defires ; on which 
ſhe diſcards Ben, and thinks her ſelf certain of both 
his Brother and Eſtate. Jeremy acquaints Scandal 
with the Promiſe he has made to Mrs. Frail, on 
which he tells Tartle as a great Secret, that Angels- 
ca is going to be married to Valentine; and Feremy 
immediately after confirms the ſame, and makes an 
Offer of putting him in his Maſter's Place: Tate is 
overjoyed at the Thoughts of obtaining ſuch a Beauty 
and Fortune, and ſwears he will highly recompence 
Jereny for ſuch a Service. The Appointment is 
made, Tattle is to be in the Habit of a Friar, and 
Mrs. Frail to be Vail'd like a Nun; for fo, ſays Je- 
remy, the Parties are agreed to be diſguiſed, Ihe 
Strategem ſucceeds ; Tattle, ſuppoſing he gives his 
Hand to Angelica, binds himſelf in the indiſſoluble 
Bonds of Marriage to Mrs. Frail; and Mrs. Frail, 
not doubting but ſhe plights her Faith to Valentine, 
vows an eternal Love and Duty to Tattle. 

Valentine and Scandal are very merry in private on 
this Adventure, but their Gaiety was but of fhort 
Continuance : Angelica having diſcovered that Yalen- 
tine Was not really mad, reſolves to ſhew him Trick 
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for Trick, and encouraging old Sir Sampſon to flatter 
himſelf that ſhe had an Inclination for him, he ad- 
dreſſes her for Marriage ; ſhe ſeemingly conſents, a 
Day is fix'd for the Celebration of their Nuptials, 
and the News immediately reaches Valentine's Ears. 
He was now in Reality almoſt as mad as he had 
feigned to be, and in ſpite of the Perſuaſions of Scan- 
dal, and the Entreaties of Jeremy, flew to Fere/ioht's 
Houſe, where he finds his Father ſitting with Ange- 
lica; both their Words confirm the Truth of what 
he has been told; and now regardleſs of every Thing, 
he confeſſes he had but pretended Madneſs to delay 
ſigning the Conveyance, but was now ready to do it, 
ſince he had loſt in Augelica, all for which he valued 
an Eſtate. Sir Samp/or then gives him the Parch- 
ment, but as he is juſt going to ſet his Name, An- 
gelica ſnatches it ſuddenly from him, and tears it in 
Pieces ; declaring ſhe had counterfeited a Kindneſs for 
his Father, only to make Trial of his Love and 
Conſtancy, which, fince ſhe found inviolable, ſhe 
would now reward with her Perſon and Fortune. 
The Tranſport of Valentine, the Congratulations of 
Scandal, and the Rage of Sir Samp/on, at this unex- 
pected Turn, is the Concluſion of this diverting 
Comedy. 
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MACHBE# i 


A TRAGEDY. 


By Mr. SHAKESPEAR. 


I ACRETH, Thane, or Earl of Glamir, and 
Banguo, joint Generals under Duncan King of 
Scotland, having gain'd a compleat Victory over the 
Noræbeigiant, were on their Return home; when on a 
Barren Heath they were accoſted by three Witches, 
who ſtop their march, and greet them with ſtrange 
Predictions. They tel! Macbeth he ſhall be Thane of 
Cawder, and King hereatter, To Banque they pro- 
miſe a long Succeſſion of Monarchs in his Poſterity ; 
then diſappear, nor wil! hold farther Converſe, as if 
to reveal more was not permitted them. 

The Generals are ſurprized ; but much more fo, 
when a Moment after they ſee the firſt Part of the 
Prediction verified: A Meſſenger from the King con- 
gratulates their Victory, and gives Macbeth the Title 
of Thane of Cawader; that Peer, who had before en- 
joyed it, being convicted of High Treaſon, and con- 
demned to loſe his Head. This Promotion proved 
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fatal to the Virtue of Macbeth, the flattering Prophe- 
cy run ever in his Mind, and ſetting the Glories of a 
promiſed Crown full in his View, he thought of no- 
thing but the Means to attain it, which in a ſhort 
Time preſented themſelves. 

The King, who was pleaſe d with all Occaſions of 
doing him Honour, would needs make him a Viſit at 
a fine Caſtle he had at Z:vernc/s: He was attended 
by Malcolm and Doralbin, his two Sons, the Thanes 
of Fife, Lenox, Roſs, Angus, and many other Lords 
and Gentlemen of his Bed-chamber ; but Macbeth 
not having Apartments for them all, none ſlept in the 
Caſtle but the King and two Princes, and thoſe who 
were of their immediate Attendants. 

From the Moment of his Entrance, his ambitious 
Hoſt reſolved he ſhould depart no more, and being 
ſtrengthen'd in this bloody Purpoſe by his Wife, he 
entered the Chamber of the Royal Duncan at dead of 
Night, and having plunged a Dagger in his Breaſt, 
beſmeared the Swords and Hands of two Gentlemen, 
who were ſleeping in an outer Room, to make them 
ſeem the Murderers. | : 

When the next Morning the Peers came to pay 
their Duty to his Majeſty, Macheth accompanied 
them to the Apartment, and on the Diſcovery of the 
horrid Deed, was the loudeſt of them in Exclama- 
tions: So far tranſported did he ſeem by his Rage, as 
to kill the two Waiters without ſuffering them to 
ſpeak, as ſuppoſing them to have been guilty of their 
Sovereign's Death. That done, he ſuggeſted to the 
Lords, that thoſe Wretches he had ſlain had been 
ſaborn'd by ſome who were too nearly allied, and 

there- 
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therefore too impatient for the Crown : Malcolm and 
Donalhin, by a precipitate Flight from the Caſtle, 
brought upon themſelves a Suſpicion of Guilt ; and 
thoſe who before had been beſt aſtected to them, 
knew not what to think. 

The young Princes, however, believing that 
whoſe-ever Work the order was, the fatal Steel 
would not be dropt till all the Impediments to Sove 
reignty were removed, thought it their beſt Way to 
ſhelter themſelves, at leaſt for a Time, in Foreign 
Realms: Malcalm retired to England, and Donalbin 
to Jreland; where, in ſpite of the Rumours induſtri- 
ouſly propagated by Macbeth, and his Adherents, 
great Numbers daily flock'd to them. 

On their Abſence, and ſuſpected Guilt, Macbeth, 
as next of Blood, ſucceeded to the Throne; but bc- 
ing arrived at the Height of all his Wiſhes, Content 
was a Stranger to his Breaſt: The fame Prediction 
which promiſed him a Crown, had alfo promiſed it 
to Banquo's Children, and having experienced the 
Truth in one Part, did not doubt but the other would 
equally be made good ; and this Thought gave him 
an Anguiſh of Soul which all his exterior Grandeur 
could not diſſipate: Reſolving, however, to baffle 
Fate it ſelf, if poſſible, he invited Banguo, and his 
only Son Flean, to a Banquet, but ordered Ruffians to 
Way-lay and Murder them as they came to Court : 
The Deſign ſucceeded againſt the unhappy Father, 
but the Son eſcaped and fled to Malcolm, who had 
obtain'd Permiſſion of Edward, King of E ngland, to 
raiſe Forces for the Recovery of his Kingdom. 'Thas 
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News preyed like a Vulture on his Breaſt ; to en- 
creaſe his Horrors, Banquo's Ghoſt appeared before 
nis Eyes in the Manner as he had fallen beneath the 
Murderers Swords; his Wife ſtruck with a too late 
Remorſe, run mad and died. Mackduf the Thane of 
Fitz, and many other Lords, left Scotland, and re- 
paired to Malcolm, and every Hour brought with it 
ene News of ſome new and alarming Event; yet did 
not all theſe Evils make him harbour the leaſt Thought 
of Penitence, or giving up his uſurped Dominion to 
the rightful Owner, but rather ſerved to harden him 
in Blood. On the firſt Intelligence of Mackduff's 
Behaviour, he cauſed his Lady, and two innocent 
Children, to be maſſacred in their own Houſe, and 
went on defiroying, murdering all whom he but 
iaſpected did not approve his Actions. 

Icaring that Malcolm, with the revolted Peers, 
and a great Army, were enter d Scotland, he muſters 
what Forces he was able, to oppoſe them; but Fear, 
which is ever inſeparable from Guilt, rendring him 
doubtful of even his beſt Friends, he has Recourſe 
to the Witches for a Fore-knowledge of the approach- 
ing Event; they tell him, That his Power ſhould 
continue 24 Birnam Wood ſhould come to Dunſinane 
Caſtle, and as to his Life, he could be lain by none of 
Meman born. This Prediction ſo much re-aſſured 
his Hopes, that without taking any Meaſures to repel 
the Enemy beſore they gain'd too great a Head, he 
contents himſelf only with fortify ing Duft inane, Where 
he then reſides. 
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But, as it will ever be with all unwarrantable 
Searchers into Futurity, he is in a ſhort Time fatally 
convinced of the Error of depending on ſuch Prog- 
noſtications. Malcolm had ordered his Soldiers, as 
they paſſed through Birzam Wood, to pluck down 
each a Bough, and carry in their Hands, thereby to 
conceal their Numbers from the Tyrant's Know- 
ledge ; ſo that the Wood ſeemed to the amazed Eyes 
of Macbeth, to come, indeed, to Dunſinane : En- 
raged, defpairing, he now quits the Caſtle, reſolving 
to traſt only to his Courage, and is ſlain by Mackduf, 
who was not born, but ript untimely from his Mo- 
ther's Womb. The Death of this Monſter of Cruelty, 
and the Proclaiming Matce/n King, us the Concluſion 
of the Tragedy 
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MAN Of MODE, 


O R, 
Sir Fopling Flutter; 


A COMEDY. 


By Sir GeoxGE ETHEREGE. 


HE Merit of this Theatrical Repreſentation 

conſiſts almoſt wholly in the Wit and Spirit 
of the Dialogue; for though at the opening the 
Scene, the contrary Defigns and Views of the chief 
Characters ſeem to promiſe an infinite deal of Con- 
trivance to bring ſo many different Aims to their de- 
fired Event; we find nothing done for the Attain- 
ment of them, but what might very well have come 
within the Compaſs of a fingle AQ. 

That Character which moſt attracts the Attention 
of an Audience, is call'd Dorimant, a Man of Rank 
and Fortune; and, if we take the Deſcription of 
him given by the other Perſons of the Drama, a 

Genue- 
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Gentleman of an uncommon Share of Wit; but m 
my Opinion the greateſt Proof he affords us that he is 
ſo, is an artful Manner of ſeducing Women, and then 
triumphing in their Misfortunes : Medley 1s his inti- 
mate Friend but has no other Buſineſs in the Play 
than to ridicule all who do not happen to fall in with 
their Way of Living: Sir Fop/ing Flutter himſelf, who 
gives the Title to this Performance, has little more to 
do in it than to expoſe the Follies of a travell'd Fop : 
What Plot there is lies among the under Parts, accord- 
ing to the vulgar Proverb, Thoſe who /ay moſt do leaſt. 
But as it has been, and ſtill is, a celebrated Comedy, 
tis fit I give what Account the Incidents afford. 

Darimant has an Amour with a Woman of Quality, 
called Leveit; but his Paſhon for her not outliving the 
Gratification, he transfers his Addteſſes to Belinda, 
a young Lady of her moſt intimate Acquaintance : 
She knows the Inconſtancy of his Nature, ſees her 
Friend in the utmoft Diſtraction at his Perfidy, yet 
riſques being reducgd to the ſame Situation, by putting 
herſelf into his Power, having no other Security for 
his Fidelity than his Promiſe of never ſeeing Loweir 
more. Tis poſſible indeed he would not have ſwerv'd 
from a Reſolution ſo agreeable to his own ſatiated In- 
clinations, had not that Lady, in Hopes to recover 
him by Jealouſy eoquetted with Sir Foplins Flutter, 
which ſo much piques his Vanity, that to prevent the 
"ſown from believing he could ever become indifferent 
to a Woman that had once loved him, he practiſes all 
his Arts to oblige her to confefs the Tenderneſs ſhe 
has for him, and egain expoſe herſelf to his Contempt, 
and the Radicule of the World. 


But 
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But the Ruin of Belinda, and the Triumph over 
Loveit does not ſo wholly engroſs his Thoughts, but 
that he has Time for other Amuſements ; Harriet, a 
young Lady of great Beauty and Fortune, is the reign- 
ing Miſtreſs of his Soul, and not doubting but thoſe 
Charms which had been fatal to ſo many of her Sex, 
would have their wonted Effe& on her alſo, takes all 
Opportunities of getting into her Company. 

This Lady came to. Town, with her Mother, Lady 
Woodvill, in Order, as ſhe pretended, to be married 
to a young Gentleman, called Be!/air ; but in Reality 
only to enjoy the Pleaſures of the Town. The 
Match having been agreed on by the old People 
without conſulting her Inclinations ; ſhe kas too mo- 
diſh a Spirit to approve any Thing, meerly becauſe 
it is her Duty to do ſo. Belair is as little deſirous 
of this Hymez as herſelf, tho' for a different Motive: 
He is in Love with, and beloved by Emilia, a Lady 
of a ſmall Fortune, and for whom he therefore durit 
not avow his Paſſion to any but herſe!f, and Lady 
Townly his Aunt, at whoſe Houſe they frequently 
meet: Harriot and he however ſoon underſtand each 
other, and make a mutual Promiſe that, whatever 
ſhall be the Conſequence, never to join in Wedlock. 

Old Bellair coming to Town, to be preſent at the 
deſign'd Nuptials of his Son and Harriot, happens to 
lodge in the ſame Houſe with Emilia, falls in Love 
with her, and reſolves, if he can get her Conſent, to 
make her his Wife: Harriet at the ſame Time is 
charmed with Dari mant, and, becauſe her Mother, 
having heard his Character, dreads his very Name 
= dangerous to the Honour of Womankind, paſirs 

him 
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him on her for Mr. Courtage, a ſober Gentleman that 
deteſts the Gallantries of the Town: He acts his Part 
ſo well, that the old Lady is extremely pleaſed with 
his Converſation; and Things being brought to this 
Crifis, Bellair ventures to marry Emilia, and Lady 
Townly interceding for them to her Brother, the old 
Man is aſhamed to appear too far incenſed at his 
Son for doing what he would gladly have done him- 
ſelf; and gives them his Bleſſing. The fuppoſed 
Courtage being diſcovered to Lady Moodviil by Loveit 
to be Dorimant, and Harriot confeſſing a more than 
ordinary Affection for him, he has Permiſſion to attend 
them into the Country, in order to conclude that 
Match; Loveit reſolves to ſhut herſelf up in her 
Houſe the Remainder of her Days as a Penance for 
her paſt Conduct: The falſe Step Belinda has made 
is kept a Secret, nor has ſhe even the Mortification of 
thinking ſhe ſhall loſe her Lover; Dorimant, in Spite 
of his Paſſion for Harriot, and intended Marriage, 
telling her they muſt meet again: Mediy and Sir Fop- 
ling are left to the Continuance of their Darling Paſ- 
fions, and thus concludes a Play, which, for the Sake 
of the many Beauties contained in it, twere to be 
wiſhed had a better Moral. 
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Meaſure for Meaſure, 


A COMEDY. 


By Mr. SHAKESPEAR. 


Efore Vienna was made an imperial Seat, it was 
B governed by a Duke named Vincentio, a Prince 
of many excellent Qualities, but of too mild a Diſ⸗- 
poſition to put ſome Laws in Execution with that Ri- 
gour, which is neceſſary to deter from the Breach of 
them. Among others they had a Statute that made it 
Death for any Man to debauch a Virgin: This had 
lain dormant fince the Time Vincentio had begun to 
rule, and the Vice ſpread in Proportion as the Fears 
of Puniſhment decreaſed, *till at laſt it became too 
general to be looked upon even as a Diſgrace. 
The Duke perceived, and was greatly troubled at 
the ill Effects of his Lenity; x believing that an 


Enquiry into Crimes he had ſo long neglected, would 
appear harſh and tyrannick in him, he bethought him 
of a Strategem, which might revive thoſe wholeſome 
Laws, and at the fame Time make not the leaſt 
Eſtrangement 
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Eſtrangement in his Peoples Affections to him. He 
pretended Buſineſs in Poland required his immediate 
Preſence, and having deputed Lord Angelos, one, Who 
had the Reputation of the molt ſtrict Juſtice and So- 
briety, and Lord Eſcalus, an old experienced No- 
bleman, to hold the Reins of Government till his 
Return, goes privately to a Convent, where making 
no other Confident of his Deſigns than one Friar, 
on whoſe Fidelity he could rely, he remains con- 
cealed, and diſguiſed like one of that Order, goes 
every Day about the City obſerving what paſt. 

He found Angelo exerciſed his Authority in the 
Manner he wiſhed : The moſt ſecret Enormities 
eſcaped not his Penetration, nor his neareft Friends, 
when found guilty, the Puniſhment their Crimes in- 
curred ; but the Caſe, which appears to him moſt 
remarkable, is that of Claudio; this Gentleman be- 
ing contracted to a young Lady called Julietta, and 
the State of their Circumſtances not permitting a pub- 
lick Declaration of their Loves, he had prevailed 
on her to grant the Rights of Marriage without the 
Ceremony: She was with Child by him; the Amour 
was diſcovered, and he condemned to loſe his Head. 
The worthieſt Perſons in the City entreated for him, 
but the inexorable Angelo was not to be moved, and 
gave Orders for his Execution the enſuing Day. The 
Duke highly commiſerates this Delinquent, but being 
willing to be fatisfied how far he was deſerving of 
Mercy, gets himſelf concealed in an Inner Room, 
where he might overhear what Diſcourſe paſſed be- 
tween him and his Siſter, a young and very beau- 
tiful Lady, called 1/abe//a, whom as his laſt Reſource 

he 
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he has perſwaded to come from a Monaſtery, to ſollr- 
cit his Pardon. 

But how great is his Surprize when he finds that 
the ſeeming Saintlike Angels has himſelf endeavoured 
to corrupt the Virtue of this innocent Virgin, and 
makes her Brather's Life the Price of her Conſent ! 
He now relolves that Claudio ſhall not die, and at the 
fame Time that he preſerves the Life of that Offender, 
to oblige Angelo to do Juſtice to a Perſon he has injur'd, 
and whoſe Story has but lately come to the Know- 
ledge of the obſerving Duke. 

Some five Years paſt he had been ſolemnly contract- 
ed to Mariana, a noble Maid, but her whole Fortune 
with her Brother being loſt at Sea, he baſely quitted 
her, and to excuſe the ſordid Motive of his doing fo, 
pretended he had heard Reports to the Prejudice of her 
Honour: To this Lady the Duke immediately re 
pairs, and having perſwaded the Siſter of Claudio to 
feign Compliance with Angelo, on Condition he would 
permit her to be brought to his Bed without any 
Light, ſends the other, who was his betrothed Spouſe 
in her Stead to conſummate the Contract. 

The Strategem ſucceeds, Angels ſuſpects not it was 
any other than Iſa bella, who had fill'd his Arms, and 
having fatiated his Deſires begins to think what was 
proper for his better concealing that Crime in himſe!f 
which he ſo rigorouſly puniſhed in others : He knows 
Claudio is a Man of Spirit, and to prevent any Re- 
venge he may hereafter take on him for the Dil- 
honour of his Siſter, ſends an Order to the Provoſt to 
have him privately executed before Break of Day. 
Labella is informed of this unexpected Decree, and runs 

imme- 
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immediately to the ſuppoſed Friar for Advice. The 
Duke is ſhock'd almoit beyond the Power of conceal- 
ing himſelf longer at this ſecond Villany of his De- 
puty : He bids 7/abe//a be of Comfort, and after pre- 
paring a Letter as from himſelf, ſhews i the Provoſt, 
letting him ſee it is the Duke's Pleaſure that Claudio 
be preſerved, but without the Privity of Angels: The 
Provoſt obeys, and cutting off the Head of a young 
Man, who died that Day in Priſon, ſends it to An- 
g#lo inſtead of Claudio's. 

The cruel Deputy is now at Eaſe, he depends on 
the Modeſty of Iſabella for concealing her own Shame; 
and is indulging himſelf in the moſt pleaſed Security, 
when he receives from the Hands of that Friar, 
whom the Duke has all along truſted with his Diſ- 
guiſe, Letters from his Maſter, importing that he is 
on his Return, and commanding both himſelf and 
E/calus to meet him on a prefix'd Day without the 
City Gates, and there deliver up their Commiſſions. 

Jabella and Mariana are in the mean Time in- 
ſtructed by the ſeeming Friar how to behave, and as 
ſoon as the Trumpets proclaim the Duke's Arrival, 
the former throws herſelf at his Feet, entreating Ju- 
ſtice on Lord Angelo, who having betrayed her Virtue 
by: the Promiſe of Pardon for her Brother had af- 
terward cauſed him to be executed. The Duke ſeems 
not to credit her Information, and bids her produce 
ſome Evidence, on which ſhe defires Father Lodoxwick 
may be called ; he is ſent for ; but no ſuch Perſon be- 
ing found, that Friar, who was in the Bottom of the 
Affair, comes in his Room, and vouches for the Truth 
of her Complaint; but Mariana appears the fame 
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Momentand invalidates his Evidence, by confeſſing that 
it was ſhe herſelf, who having been contracted to Lord 
Angelo, ſlept with him on that very Night, in which 
Jabella pretends to have been diſhonoured by him. 
Angelo is amazed how all theſe Things come to paſs, 
but denies both the one and the other of their In- 
formations. The Duke pretends to be more and 
more incenſed at theſe contradictory Aſperſions on a 
Perſon of Angelos know Virtue, and telling him that 
he leaves him to be Judge in his own Cauſe, and to allot 


the Friar, and returns to the Tri- 
as Angelo is about to paſs Sentence on his 
ccuſers. He offers to prove that all they 
is true, on which Lucio, a Court Syco- 
Phant, thinking to gain Favour, cries out he knows 
this Friar to be a Villain, that he has ſuborned theſe 
Women to accuſe Lord Angelo, and that he has heard 
him ſpeak contemptibly of the Duke's own Perſon. 
Angelo and Eſcalus then both join in ordering him to 
the Rack till he confeſſes the Truth of all: The 
Provoſt offers to ſeize him, and Lucio aſſiſting plucks 
off the Hood which diſcovers the Duke's Face to 
the whole Aſſembly. Eſcalus is amazed, Angelos con- 
founded, and now perceiving that it is in vain to diſ- 
ſemble his Guilt, falls on his Knees, and begs im me- 
diate Death; and the whole Myſtery being now un- 
ravell'd, the Duke obliges him to marry Mariana, 
ask Pardon of Iſabella tor his intended Violation, and 
ſubmit to Death. He does ſo with a real Penitence 
and Reſignation ; but Mariana and Jſabella both in- 
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terceding for him, and Claudio, whom the Duke 
has privately ſent for, joining in their Entreaties, 
his Sentence is remitted. 

Luciz, who had falſly accuſed the Duke in the 
Perſon of the Friar, for thoſe very Speeches which 
himſelf had utter'd, is taken into Cuſtody, and con- 
demned to marry a common Courtezan, by whom he 
ſome Time ſince had a Child: Claudio is made the 
joyful Husband of Julietta, and the beauteous Mind 
and Form of Jſabella rendering her worthy of a 
Prince's Bed, the Duke rewards her Virtue by 
making her his Wife: Lord Eſcalus, and the ho- 
neſt Provoſt receive thoſe Praiſes their Integrity de- 
ſerved, and the People of Vienna in general partake of 
thoſe Bleſſings which Subjects never fail of when they 
have a Sovereign who is juſt in his own Nature, 


and ſuffers not his Ear to be wholly engroſs'd by any 
one Perſon, 
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MERRY WIVES 


OF 
WINDSOR, 
A COMEDY. 


By Mr. SHAKESPEAR. 


HE Scene of this Play lies in Wizd/or, where 

Mr. Ford and Mr. Page are near Neighbours, 
and live in a very great Intimacy with each other : 
This Friendſhip of the Husbands occaſions one no leſs 
fincere between the Wives, inſomuch that tho' they 
dwell in two Houſes they ſeem but as one Family; 
nothing of Moment ever happening to the one, without 
being immediately communicated to the other. Mr. 
Page has a Daughter, called Anne, whoſe Beauty join'd 
with the good Fortune her Father is able to give her, 
attracts a great Number of Admirers, among whom 
is Cajus, a French Doctor, whoſe Addreſſes are ap- 
proved by the Mother on the Account of the Inte- 
reſt he has at Court: Mr. Sender a fooliſh Country 
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Squire, encouraged by the Father, becauſe he has à 
good Eſtate, and can make a handſome Settlement; 
and Mr. Fenton, a young Gentleman of {mall Fortune, 
but beloved by Anne for his agreeable Perſon and Ac- 
compliſhments. The Hopes of Doctor Cajus are alſo 
ſupported by his Houſekeeper, Mrs. Quickly, who 
pretends to have a great Influence over Mr. Page's 
Family, and gets Prefents from all the Lovers by 
Turns, for her Intereſt. Juſtice Sha//pw, a Neigh- 
bouring Gentleman, and a Relation of Slender, 
eſpouſes his Suit, and gets Sir Hugh Evans, a Welſh 
Parſon, to ſecond his Endeavours againſt Cajus; but 
Fenton is without any other Friend or Mediator than 
the young Girl's Affections: He has however the 
Conſolation of ſeeing his two Rivals, by their 
different Intereſts, obſtruct each other, and the be- 
ſtowing of Anne Page on either, differed from Time 
to Time. 

While the Lovers are thus employed, the two Wives 
happen on a Matter of Diverſion, which very much 
engroſſes their Thoughts. Sir 70% Falſtaff, a Fat, 
lewd, vain, cowardly, avaritious Knight, knowing 
that Page and Ford have the Character of wealthy 
Men, flatters himſelf with being able to get both 
their Wives for his Miſtreſſes, and by that Means alſo 
unlade their Cofters of ſome Part of the Treaſures 
contained in them. To this End he ſends Love- 
Letters to them both, which they ſhewing to each 
other, find exactly the fame, Word for Word, and 
differing in nothing but the Names. 

Affronted to have their Virtue thus attack'd, they 
agree to be revenged on him by a Way which ſhall 

make 
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make ſome Sport for themſelves. Mrs. Ford anſwers 
his amorous Billet with a ſeeming Compliance, and 
appoints him to come to her Houſe between en and 
Eleven o'Clock the ſame Morning, her Husband be- 
ing to go abroad at that Hour. 

The old Debauchee rejoices in his imaginary good 
Succeſs, but having diſobliged two of his Companions 
they in Revenge inform Mr. Ford of the Deſign he 
has upon his Wife, who being naturally inclined to 
Jealouſy reſolves to find out on what Encouragement : 
For this Purpoſe he diſguiſes himſelf, and getting 
the Innkeeper, where Fa/aff lodged, to introduce 
him to his Acquaintance, by the Name of Broom, 
pretends to be in Love with Ford's Wife himſelf, and 
makes the Knight an Offer of what Money he ſhall 
demand, to bring him into her Company. Falſiaſt 
ſwallows the Bait greedily, promiſes to do all he 
requeſts of him, and to prove that he has a Power 
over her, ſhews him the Letter ſhe has juſt before 
ſent to him. 

Ford applauds his own Ingenuity in thus diſcover- 
ing the Falſhood of his Wife, and reſolves to expoſe 
her to the Ridicule of the Town, and then be di- 
vorced. At the appointed Hour Fa/faff comes to 
Mrs. Ford ; ſhe receives him with a ſeeming Ex- 
tacy ; but before they can exchange many Words, 
Mrs. Page, as it was agreed on between them, comes 
haſtily in, and informs Mrs. Ford that Somebody has 
incenſed her Husband with Jealouſy, and that he is 
juſt entring to ſearch for a Gallant, whom he is 
reſolved to murder, if found*in the Houſe: On this 
they thruſt him into a great Buck-Basket with foul 
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Cloaths, and order two of the Servants to carry the 
pretended Linen to a Laundreſs at Datchet Mead. 

Mrs. Page, however, had ſpoke a greater Truth 
than ſhe imagined, for they had no ſooner pack'd up 
the Knight, but Mr. Ford, accompanied by her Huſ- 
band and ſeveral other Neighbours, came indeed to 
ſearch the Houſe ; they met the Basket carrying out, 
but being informed *twas Linen, let it paſs. No Man 
being found, Ford begins to grow aſhamed of his 
Jealouſy, asks his Wife's Pardon, and invites the 
Company to come next Day to go a Birding with 
him. In the mean Time he goes again in the Name 
of Broom, to Sir John Falſtaff, who tells him the 
whole Story of the Buck-Basket, with this Addition, 
that Mrs. Ford had made a ſecond Appointment with 
him, to come the next Morning ; which now con- 
vinces the jealous Husband that his Wife is really 
falſe, and makes him reſolve to prove her ſo. 

It was really Truth, that Mrs. Ford, and Mrs. 
Page, willing to mortify him yet more, had ſent him 
ſuch a Summons ; but before the Time of his Ap- 
pointment arrived, Ford had inform'd Page of all he 
had heard from Fa//af; he told it to his Wife, and 
ſhe communicated it to her Friend, who was almoſt as 
much offended at her Husband's cauſeleſs Jealouſy, as 
at the Knight's impudent Addreſſes, contrives to play 
them both a Trick. Fa//taff is no ſooner entered, than 
the Alarm is given of Mr. Ford's Return, who on 
that is obliged to conſent to be dreſt up like an old 
Woman of Brainferd, who uſed to come to ſee her 
Maid, and paſſed for a Fortune-teller: The Buck- 


Basket is again prepared, and when Ford appears 
with 
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with all his Friends, in order to dete& his Wife in 
her Guilt, the Servants, according to the Cue ſhe 
has given them, open the Door to carry it out; he 
commands them to ſet it down, and not doubting but 
the Knight is in it, plucks out all the Linen; finding 
himſelf diſappointed there, he goes into the Houſe, 
ſearches all the Rooms, and ſeeing the ſuppoſed old 
Woman, whom he hated, and took for a Bawd, 
beats Sir John unmercifully, and turns him out of 
Doors. All the Neighbours laugh at him, and re- 
proach him for his unjuſt Suſpicions; and when his 
Wife thinks her ſelf ſufficiently revenged by their 
Perſecutions, ſhe lets him into the whole Secret, how 
Mrs. Page and her ſelf contrived theſe Strategems 
to puniſh the Attempt made on their Virtue by that 
old Lecher. Every one applauds their Conduct, 
and Ford is entirely cured of his jealous Humours. 
After this they all agree to plague Sir John yet far- 
ther; Mrs. Ford, and Mrs. Page, are to Lure him 
to Windſor Foreſt at Midnight, and the reſt of the 
Company are to be dreſt like Fairies, and pinch and 
torment him till he forſwears all Efforts againſt the 
Chaſtity of Women. The Contrivance is no ſooner 
formed, than they go about the Execution of it; and 
the two Wives having played their Part, and Fa/aff 
accepted of the Invitation, they prepare for his Re. 
ception. ; 

All this Time Mrs. Page had been ſtrenuouſly la- 
bouring to get her Husband's Conſent for their Daugh- 
ter's Marriage with Doctor Cajus, and he as earneſtly 
endeavouring to gain her Approbation of Slender; 
but neither of them being able to convince the other, 
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both reſolve to take the Opportunity of this MIid- 
night Ramble, to bring about what they deſire: dure 
is as well as the reſt to perſonate a Fairy, and to be 
dreſt in White for that End. Page, therefore, bids 
Slender ſteal her privately away, and carry her to 
Eaton, where a Chaplain ſhouid be ready to meet 
them. Mrs. Page makes her wear a green Habit, 
and by that, tells Doctor Cajus he may diſtingwſh 
her, and lead her to the Deanery, where ſhe will 
appoint a Parſon to wait for them. Anne receives the 
different Commands of both her Parents, and pre- 
tends a ready Obedience; but ſeeing that there is a 
Neceſſity for her to diſoblige one of them, ſhe thinks 
it beſt for to take this Opportunity of following her 
own Inclinations, and goes of with Mr. Fenton; 
having dreit up two Boys, one in White, and the 
other in Green, to deceive Slender and the Doctor. 

Sir Jobn Falſtaſ, who by the merry Wives Ad- 
vice, had diſguiſed himſelf like Herne the Hunter, a 
Spirit, ſuppoſed to walk in a certain Part of the Fo- 
reſt, is frighted, almoſt out of his Wits, by the 
ſceming Fairies; who after their Fill of terrifying; 
him, diſcover themſelves, and taunt him with the 
moſt bitter Mockery. In the midſt of their Mirth, 
Slender returns, lamenting that he has taken a great 
lubberly Boy for Arne Page: Ihe Doctor immediate- 
ly follows with the ſame Complaint ; and as they are 
amazed what is become of their Daughter, ſhe ap- 
pears with Fenton, and both fall on their Knees, en- 
treating Bleſſing and Forgiveneſs. Neither Page or 
his Wife have any ill Nature in their Compoſition, 
and are eaſily brought to reconcile theinſelves to 
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what is without a Remedy; and ſo ends this divert- 
ing Comedy. 


— 
et 


MITHRIDATESY, 


King of PoNnTUSs; 


A TRAGEDY. 


By Mr. LEE. 


F all the Princes whom the Romans endeavour- 
ed to ſubject to their All-conquering Power, 
none reſiſted with greater Bravery, than Mithridates, 
King of Pontus: A Prince not inferior in Courage, and 
Greatneſs of Soul, to any of the antient Heroes; and 
had he known but half ſo well how to regulate his Pa/ 
ſions, as to conduct his Troops, "tis ſcarce probable 
his Dominions would ever have been converted into 
Roman Provinces ; but thoſe internal Rebels join- 
ing with his Enemies, he fell, at laſt, not con- 
quer'd, but betrayed. The Manner Sono, is livelily 
repreſented in the Tragedy now under Contidera- 
tion, 

Mithridates, by divers Queens, had five Sons ; 
but the three eldeſt having fallen Victims to his Jea- 
louſy 
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louſy of their Ambition, there remained only Zi- 


bares and Pharnaces ; the former had all the Virtues 


of his Father, the latter all his Vices. Ziphares 
bravely fought his King and Country's Battles, and 
by repeated Victories humbled the Roman Pride: 
Pharnaces remained in Court, and by all manner of 
Artifices ſtrove to blaſt the envied Glories of his 
Brother, to render his Actions ſuſpected, and in 
fine to eſtrange him from their Father's Heart ; but 
Mithridates knew too well the Value of ſuch a Son, 
to be eaſily moved againſt him; and all the Infinua- 
tions of the other, ſeconded by his two Creatures, 
Pelepidas and Andravar, were in vain, till an un- 
foreſeen Accident favoured their Attempts, and ruin. 
ed not only that unhappy Prince, but all Pontus with 
him, 

It was not only an innate Hatred of Virtue in ge- 
neral, which made Pharnace; ſo much the Enemy of 
his Brother, but a boundleſs Ambition and Impati- 
ence to ſtep into the Throne; to attain which, he 
would not have ſcrupled even to deltroy that Life 
which gave him Being; Z:phares was the firſt Impe- 
diment, and he imagin'd, that could he once remove 
him, he ſhould, by throwing the Odium on his Fa- 
ther, incenſe the People ſo far as to render it eaſy 
for him to compaſs his Wiſhes, Love and Deſpair 


alſo concurred to add new Rage to his Ambition; he 


adored Monyma, the Daughter of Palemore, a 'I'ri- 
butary King of Epheſus ; his Father became his Ri- 
val; ſhe was brought to Siz9e, in order to be made 
his Bride; and the Play opens with a Deſcription of 
the Preparations for that Ceremony. 

K 2 "Tis 
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"Tis not to be doubted, but all had been offered 
that ſeemed feaſible to prevent this Match ; but the 
Will of Mithridates was uncontrolable, and there re- 
mained but one Reſource for Pharnaces and his 
Friends. Tryphon, High Prieſt of the Sun, was Bro- 
ther to Pelopidas; him they have brought into their 
Party, and by his Contrivance, juſt when the King 
has given his Hand to Monyma, the Image of Vic- 
tory falls down and breaks in Pieces: A Prieſt ſeems 
ſeized with a Prophetick Spirit, and denounces Woes 
upon the Match, and various other counterfeited 
Prodigies are practiſed to deter Mirhridates, who de- 
pends much on Omens, from ſuffering the Ceremony 
to proceed. To add yet greater Strength to this 
Strategem, they had fill'd his Ears with the Praiſes of 
a new Beauty, call'd Semandra, Daughter to A,. 
chelaus, a brave and experienced General : They 
knew ſhe was the Miſtreſs of Ziphares, and were 
alſo inform'd, that Prince intended to beg the King's 
Permiſſion to marry her, and hoped the powerful 
Charms of this Lady, would have ſuch an Effect on 
the natural Inconſtancy of Mithriilates, as to eclipſe 
thoſe of Monyma; and by this Means preſerve that 
Lady for Pharnaces, and turn the Misfortune, with 
which he now was threatned, wholly on his Bro- 
ther. 

Theſe crue] and deſigning Men were not deceived 
in their Expectations : Ziphares no ſooner preſents the 
amiable Semandra to the Eyes of Mithridates, than 
all the Beauties he had ſeen in his half-wedded 
Queen vaniſh, and he can now think nothing lovely 


but the Daughter of Arcbelaus: Not all the Victo- 
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ries won by his Son ſeem worthy of ſo rich a Re- 
compence, nor of the Sacrifice he muſt make of his 
own Wiſhes, in reſigning her to him. Diſſembling, 
however, as much as poſſible, the Motive of his Re- 
fuſal, he accuſes Arche/aus of a treaſonable Audacity, 
in aſpiring to match his Daughter with the Heir of 
Empire: Reproaches Ziphares with a Meanneſs of 
Spirit unworthy of his Birth ; and to divide their 
Loves, compels Semandra to attend his Queen till he 
ſhall provide a Husband more ſuitable to her Circum- 
ſtances. | 

To repreſent the Grief of Z ;phare:, at ſo dread- 
ful a Difappointment of his expected Happineſs, 
would be impoſſible ; therefore I ſhall only ſay, that 
he regrets it as becomes both a Son and a Lover, re- 
ſolute neither to oppoſe his Father's Will, nor ſur- 
vive the Loſs of his Miſtreſs. 

Pharnaces on the contrary flies to the Apartment 
of Monyma, endeavours to inſpire her with a Deſire of 
revenging his Father's Coldneſs, and a Willingneſs to 
reward the Flame with which himſelf ſo long has 
languiſhed ; but finding all he can urge on either of 
theſe Subjects ineffeftual, reſolve: to raviſh her, and 
communicating his Intentions to Pelapidas and An- 
dra var, they preſently contrive this Project te give 
him an Opportunity, They fall at Mzthridates's 
Feet, and with horrid Oaths attcit, that they have 
heard Monyma attempting to ſeduce the Loyalty of 
P/ arnaces, and offering her Love and Perſon as the 
Reward of his Rebellion ; both which, ſay they, 
the gencrous Prince refuſed. On this, the furious 
King orders her Impriſonment, and commits the 
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Care of her to Andradar, which was all that wicked 
Son and his Aſſociates deſired. 

Semandre is all this while perſecuted by the un- 
warrantable Paſſion of M:#hridates, but all his Ef- 
forts ſerve only to make her Love and Conſtancy to 
Ziphares more conſpicuous: At the ſame Time News 
arrives, that the Romans, about to renew the Pon- 
tick War, have ſent a great Army into Aa, under 
the Command of Glabrio; on which, Ziphare: ſtill 
retaining his former Duty and Affection to his Fa- 
ther, begs he may try his Force once more againſt 
tacſe Invaders of his Country; old Archi/aus burying 
the Remembrance of his Wrongs in the Conſideration 
of the preſent Danger, entreated alſo a Renewal of 
his former Commiſſion ; and this Behaviour, joined 
with the Prayers and Tears of Semandra, had ſome- 
what in it ſo touching, as awakens all the nobler Fa- 
calties of 1M::hridates's Soul: He bluthes to think he 
could be capable of even a Wiſk to injure fo excel- 
lent a Son, and loyal Subject, and that Glory which 
he had ever purſued, thovgh ſometimes with miſtaken 
Steps, repreſenting to him how ſhameful it was for a 
Monarch to ſuffer kimielf to be drown'd in Pleaſures, 
at a Time when publick Cares claimed his whole At- 
tenticn, he reſolves to reſign S-mandra to her firſt 
Vows, how dear foever the Conflict ſhould coſt him. 

The Joy of Ziphares and Archelaus at ſo happy a 
Change, is eaſy to be conceived, and the former 
having received Semandra from his Father's Hand, 
with the moſt binding Aſſurances of being joined to 
her for ever on his Return from the Wars ; begins his 
March, with that General, againſt the Romans, whom 

ſoon 
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ſoon encountring, the Armies come to a pitch'd Bat- 
tle 3 and Ziphares gains as compleat a Victory as the 
utmoſt Thirit of Fame could deſire. 

Laden with Spoils, and full of glorious Wounds, 
he returns to 5/9þe, impatient to receive the Praiſes 
of a Father and a Miſtreſs : The Princes and great 
Men meet him without the City Gates; the Citizens 
forfake their Dwellings to ſtrew Flowers before him 
the Populace behold him as their Guardian God, 
and are ſcarce with-held from paying him Divine 
Honours. Never were Welcomes more ſincerely 
given; never was Joy more Univerſal, except in 
that only Place where moſt he wiſhed to find it. 

But while he had been thus prodigal of his Blood 
in the Service of his Country, his own Deſtruction 
was compleated by thoſe very Perſons who reap'd the 
Benefit of his Toils. Pelapidas and Andravar, in 
his Abſence, by bringing Mzithridates to behold Se- 
e:andra ſleeping, by conſtant Praiſes of her Beauty, 
and a thouſand other Artifices, reviv'd his Paſſion for 
that unhappy Maid; and when they found his Vir- 
tue, and the Promiſes he had made his Son, ſtill main- 
tained an equal Combat with the guilty Flame, they 
invented Intelligence to leſſen the Merit of his Ac- 
tions; Fate ſeem'd, indeed, to join in their Endea- 
vours; Stratonice, the Mother of Ziphares, inſtigated 
by a fatal Tenderneſs, promoted the Ruin of him: 
Fearing for the Event of Battle, ſhe privately ſent 
Ambuiadors to Rome, and yielded up [rora, the 
richeit Fort in Aſia, to their Power, on Condition, 
that waatever happened, the Life and Liberty of her 
darling Son ſhould be untouched. Pharnaces and his 
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Faction were ſoon inform'd of this Tranſaction by 
their Spies, and immediately communicating it to 
the King, gave all their other Aſſertions the Shew of 
Truth. The Congratulations alſo on the Prince's 
Return, the Triumph forced on him by the People, 
ſerved not a little to enhance the Rage and Jealouſy 
of a Monarch raturally ſuſpicious ; and theſe Emo- 
tions being continually kept warm, and aggravated 
by the Inſinuations of Pelopidas, and Andravar, he 
refolves no longer to do a Violence on himſelf, for 
the Sake of a Son, who now ſeems ſo unworthy of 
his Love. 

With theſe Thoughts, he commands Semandra to 
be brought into the Temple, and though ſhe obſti- 
nately refuſes to give her Hand, he compels the 
Prieſt to pronounce Sacred Rites ; and, after the cruel 
Villains, Pelapidas and Audrawar, have drag'd her 
to his Chamber, by Force enjoys her. 

Thus is Ziphares torn from all his Hopes; Undone 
beyond all Poſſibility of Retrieve; He would not 
have ſurvived the Lois, but Archilaus having no other 
Way to fave him from himſelf, ſwears to kill Seman— 
dia the Moment he ſhall attempt any Thing againſt 
his own Liie; and by this Means forces him to re- 
main in a World, which no longer is capable of at- 
fording him ought but Objects of Diſpair, of Grief, 
and Horror. 

Pompey, to revenge G/abriu's Defeat, is now ad- 
vancing towards Sznepe With a powerful Army: Mi. 
thridates, ſtung with the moſt crue] Remorſe for the 
Wrong done to poor Semandra, whole conſummate 
Grief has near turned her Brain, begins to ima- 
gine 
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gine his Son has been unjuſtly accuſed, and fees, 
too late, the Artifices practiſed on him, when go- 
ing to Monyma's Apartment, he diſcovers that the 
is fled to Pompey's Camp, to avoid the Periecution of 
Pharnaces's Love. He has not Leiſure now, how- 
ever, to inflict the Puniſhment the Crimes of thoſe 
Traitors merit from his Hands, Pompey is almoſt at 
his Gates, and he puts hiinſelf at the Head of his 
Troops, in order to repel him, if poſſible. But the 
wicked Pharnaces knowing Monyma was retired to 
Pompey, and not doubting but all would be laid open, 
perſuades th2 Army to revolt, having firit made a 
Covenant with the Romans, That Monyma, and Half 
his Father's Empire, ſhould be the Reward of his 
1'reatons. Ziphares has vowed no more to draw his 
Sword in Battle, nor can Mithridates expect more 
Service from a Prince he has ſo cruelly undone ; fo 
that deprived of that Bulwark of his State, his Peo- 
ples Hearts in general, and the greateſt Part of his 
Soldiers by Pharnaces, the Romans gain an eaſy Vic- 
tory. 
While \[/ichridates is fighting without the Walls, 
Pelopidas and Audra var attempt to murder Ziphare, 
within; but tho' he wiſhes to die, he ſcorns to fall by 
Villains Hands; and puriuing them in the Dark, i: 
met by Semandra, whom he mortally wounds un 
knowingly : On the Diſcovery of what he has done 
he ſwallows Poiſon, and outlives her but a few Mo 
ments. Mithridates falls a Sacrifice to numberleſ- 
Wounds, but has this Comfort in his Fall, to have 
Pharnaces, Andravar, and Pelopidas in his Power, 
whom, before he expires, he orders to be thrown 
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from the Top of a high Tower, in Sight of Pompey 
and the Roman Legions. A piece of Poetical Juſtice, 


which, if omitted, could not have been attoned for by 
all the Beauties of the Play. 
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1 H E 
MOURNING BRIDE, 


RAGE D. 


By Mr. ConGREve. 


HILE the ſeveral Kingdoms which now 
W compoſe the Monarchy of Spain, were each 
of them govern'd by a Prince of their own, they 
lived in almoſt a continual Variance. Valentia and 
Granada had that implacable Hatred for each other, 
that it was entailed from Father to Son, for many Ge- 
nergtions, and become no leſs Hereditary than their 
Crowns. The Subjects of both cried aloud for Peace, 
but their Sovereigns, inſtigated by Ambition and 
Revenge, were deaf to all Complaints, tilt Auſelmo, 
King of Valentin, a Prince of a milder Diſpoſition 
than his Predeceſſors, was moved with the Calami- 


ties 
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ties of his Country, and propoſed to put a Period to 
the War, by a Marriage between Alphonſo, his only 
Son, and Almeria, ſole Daughter of Manuel, King of 
Granada, and Heireſs of that Monarchy. 

But theſe Salutary Offers being rejected, the War 
was renew'd with greater Fury than ever. Anſelmo 
gain'd a very great Victory, and brought the Princeſs 

of Granada, Priſoner to his Palace: The Noble 
Treatment ſhe received in the Valentian Court, and 
the excellent Qualities of 4/phonſo, made ſo tender 
an Impreſſion on the Heart of this young Princeſs, 
that it could only be equal'd by the Paſſion her Beauty 
had inſpired in him. A»/e/mo and his Queen beheld 
their mutual Affection with Pleaſure ; and repeated 
their Offers of Accomodation with Manuel, but that 
haughty Prince, burning with Revenge for has late 
— Defeat, refuſed to give Audience to the Ambaſiadors ; 
and having muſtered his whole Force, gave a ſecond 
Battle to Auſelmo, in which he was {9 ſucceſsful as to 
put the Yalentian Army entirely to the Rout ; and 


* purſuing his Victory, led his Troops even to the 
h Palace Gates, which he cauſed immediately to be 
* fired, ſeeming not to regard if his own Daughter pe- 
d riſhed in the Flames, provided he deſtroyed 4:/e/ma 
Cr; and his Race at the ſame Time. 

e- The good old King had obliged his Queen, Son, 
21r and the Princeſs of Granada, to embark on board 2 
e, Veſlel, that whatever ſhould happen to himfelf, they 
nd might eſcape the Rage of Conqueſt ; then ruſh'd 
10, forth at the Head of his remaining Troops, and com- 
on bating an unequal Force, was taken Priſoner, 

ni- ; 
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The Manner in which the reſt of the Royal Fa- 
mily had quitted Valentia, being betrayed to Manuel, 
he ſent out Gallies in Purſuit of them. Alphonſo per- 
ceiving the Danger they were in, entreated the Prin- 
ceſs would put it out of her Father's Power to ſepa- 
rate them, by marrying him that Moment ; the 
Queen ſeconded his Petition, and Almeria, who truly 
loved him, conſented. The Ceremony was ſcarce 
performed, when a violent Storm aroſe, and drove 
their Veſſel on the Coaſt of Afict; where, bulging 
againſt a Rock, it was daſh'd to Pieces. 

This Misfortune of the Pa/ntian Ship inſtructed 
the Purſuers to avoid the Danger; and one of the 
Gallies was fo fortunate as to come near enough the 
Wreck, for the Men on board her to fave Almeria 
when ſhe was juit ſinking. A/p22n/a and a Noble 
Valentian, call'd Antonio, were thrown on the Shoar 
by the Force of the Waves; but the Queen and all 
the others periſh'd. 

When 1Manue! had perfefted the Conqueſt of Va- 
lentia, he returned home fatiated with Revenge and 
Glory, and leading Captive his mortal Foe Auſelmo. 
His Daughter, thus miraculouſly preſerved, ſoon fol- 
lowed him, tho' with the moſt conſummate Grief for 
the ſuppoſed Lois of her dear Alphonſe; and which 
afterwards received as much Addition as it was ca- 
pable of, by ſeeing her Father treat, with the utmoſt 
Inhumanity, a King, his equal, and who had be- 
haved to her with ſo much Tenderneſs. 

In the mean Time a Fate befel Alphorfo, far dif- 
ferent from the Imagination of either his Friends or 
Enemies. The Sands on which he was caſt, were in 
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the Dominions of Albucacim, King of Morocco; 
whoſe Queen being then walking, attended by her 
Women and Eunuchs, was Witneſs of the Misfortune 
the Veſſel had ſuſtain'd, and ſaw the two Noble 
Wrecks thrown almoſt at her Feet. At firſt ſhe was 
induced only by the Compaſſion of her Nature, to order 
Means ſhould be applied for their Recovery, but when 
the Endeavours of thoſe employed were ſucceſsful, and 
the Prince regain'd Breath enough to addreſs himſelf 
in Thanks to his generous Protectreſs, ſhe was in a 
Moment poſſeſt of a Paſſion for him, which neither 
her Virtue, nor her Duty was ſtrong enough to repel. 
She made him be carried to the Palace, and paſs'd 
him on the King for O/:yz, Prince of Fez, her 
Kinſman. His Magnanimity of Deportment ſoon 
rendred him no leis eſteem'd by Albucacim, than be- 
loved by Zara his Queen; and he let not flip the Ad- 
vantages the Sentiments of both afforded, to endeavour 
the Reſtoration of his Father : He prevailed with 
Albucacim to invade Granada; but tho' they had a 
great Number of Troops, and he did Things which 
could be inſtigated by nothing but the Reaſons he had 
to defire Deatn or Conqueſt, they were overcome by 
Manuel: Albucacim was ſlain in Battle, and himſelf, 
with Zara, and Antonio, and a great Number of 
Moors, made Priſoners, and carried in Triumph to 
Granada, the Day ſucceeding that, in which the 
good King of Yalertia, having lingred many Months 
in a cruel Captivity, had finiſh'd his Days and was 
interr'd. 


Thus 


with ſuch an Emphaſis that be is alarm'd, ſtarts from 
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This diftreſsful Criſis the Poet has choſe for the 
Opening his Tragedy. Almeria mourning Anſelmo, 
whoſe freſh Loſs reminds her of that more terrible one, 
ſhe imagines ſhe has fuſtained in the Death of 4/phonſo : 
Alphonſo, concealed under the Name of Oſnyn, lament- 
ing both his Parents, the ſuppoſed Death of his dear 
Almeria, his enilaved Country, his own Chains, and 
the Diſappointment of his hoped Revenge: Zara, a 
Princeſs of great Virtues, tho' too violent in her 
Paſſions, reduced from Sovereignty to Bondage ; and 
deſpairing that all ſhe has done and ſuffer'd for O/myn 
will ever be ſufficient to warm him into that Tender- 
neſs for which ſhe languiſnes. The chief Characters 
being thus diſpoſed give an ample Field for the beau- 
tiful Incidents, with which the Play abounds. 

To add to the Calamity of Almeria, her Father in- 
joins her to marry Garcia, Son of Gonſalex, the Prime 
Miniſter ; but ſhe reſolves rather to make Choice of 
the Grave, and takes a folemn Vow never to wed 
again; after which ſhe goes to Anſelmo's Tomb, in- 
tending there to repeat it. 

Januel having been charm'd with the Beauty of 
his fair Captive Zara, releaſes her and all her Train 
from their Bonds; O/myn (chat is Alphonſo) being 
among the Number, employs the firſt Moments of 
his Freedom in Viſiting his Father's Remains ; being 
enter'd the Monument he throws himſelf upon the 
Leaden Coffin, to pay there thoſe filtal Duties his 
Misfortunes had deprived him of when living. Scarce 
had he began his pious Rites, when Almeria, believing 
ſhe ſpoke only to inanimate Stones, repeats his Name 
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the Tomb, ruſhes forth, and gives and receives a 
mutual Surprize : He ſees Almeria, ſhe ſees him, and 
each beholding in the other the dear Perſon fo long 
and with ſo much ſeeming Reaſon believed dead, was 
too great, and too ſudden a Turn of Fate for Senſe 
or Nature to ſuſtain ; and they are ſinking in each 
others Arms, when Antonio, free'd allo under the 
Name of Hely, comes to their Relief, tho” little leſs 
amazed than A/phon/o had been, to find Almeria living. 
Alphonſo feels an Aggravation of Aſtoniſhment to ſee 
his Friend, whom he imagined ſlain in the late 
Battle. But the firſt Emotions ſuch ſurpriſing Events 
occaſioned being a little over, and the Means of their 
ſeveral Preſervations made known, all their late 
Agonies of Mind are now converted into the moſt 
perfect Joy the Circumſtances of their Affairs would 
permit. Almeria is obliged to retire on the Approach 
of Zara, who hearing where the ſuppoſed O/myn was 
retired, comes in Search of him. She upbraids him 
with what ſhe has done for him, and his Want of 
Gratitude ; the Coolneſs of his Replies incenſes her 
ſo far as to make her accuſe him to the King of 
having preſumed to addreſs her on the Score of Love; 
on which the impatient Manue/ commands he ſhall 
be confined in the Dungeon where 4n/e/ms died. 

Zara ſoon after repenting of her Injuſtice ſollicits 
the King to releaſe him, and having obtained the 
Royal Signet for that Purpoſe, comes in Perſon to 
the Priſon, where Almeria has juſt before enter'd ; the 
Sight of that Princeſs, and the Confulion ſhe obſerves 
in both their Faces, fires her afreſh with Jealouſy and 
Rage, ſhe immediately changes the Purpoſe of her 
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coming, and inſtead of giving O/myn Liberty, orders 
he ſhall be more cloſely confined, and no Perſon 
whatever ſuffered to have any Communication with 
him. 

While theſe Things were tranſacting, Autonio had 
entered into a League with ſome powerful Male- 
contents, to whom he declared that Alphonſo was 
{till living; and every Thing being prepared for 
their Flight, they left Granada, and were now railing 
an Army in Valentia. Intelligence of all this is 
brought to Manuel, and as O/myn is known to be 
the Friend of Hely, he is ſuppoſed to have a Hand in 
the Conſpiracy : Which Suggeſtion is confirmed by 
Zara, who has no other Pretence but that of his be- 
ing a Traitor, to cover the ſudden Change of her Hu- 
mour ; and on this Manuel ſigns an Order for his 
Death. 

But Zara now experiences that Love is the ſtrongeſt 
of all Paſſions. All her Revenge for neglected Beauty, 
ſubſides as ſoon as ſhe is inform'd of this Sentence; ſhe 
thinks no more of any Thing but how to avert it, 
and by the Aſſiſtance of her faithful Eunuch Selim, 
contrives the following Strategem. She tells the 
King that ſhe has received Information that his Guards 
are corrupted, that ſome among them are reſolved 
to reſcue Oſmyn at the Place of Death, and adviſes 
that Execution may be done in Private by her Mutes. 
The King conſents, and Orders are given that none 
but ſuch as are {ent by Zara ſhall have Admittance 
to the Priſoner. By this Means ſhe hopes, when 
Night ſhall favour her Deſign, to ſet him free. News 
arriving that Alphonso had been ſaved on the Coaſt of 

Africk, 
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Africk, ſhe no longer doubts if O/uyn and Alphonſo 
are the ſame, therefore reſolves to be as ſpeedy as poſ- 


| ſible in releaſing him, well knowing the King, 


when appriſed of this Secret, would not ſuffer him 
to live an Hour. 


The dreadful News of O/myn's Condemnation be- 


ing brought Almeria, ſhe throws herſelf at her Father's 


Feet, conjuring him to ſpare his Life, calling him 
Alphonſo, and her Husband. The King not compre- 
hending her Meaning, thinks her diſordered in her 
Senſes, and leaves the Room; but Gon/alez, who is 
preſent, being reproached by her as the Perſon who 
has diſcovered Alphonſe, the Secret is unwarily be- 
trayed to him. Things being come to this Extre- 
mity, the artful Stateſman forbears to acquaint the 
King, fearing he might, in Compaſſion to his Daugh- 
ter's Deſpair, be brought to pardon Alphonſo, and by 
that Means Garcia would loſe all Hopes of Almeria 
and the Crown. Prompted by his Ambition he re- 
ſolves to murder Alphonſo privately, before it could be 
divulg'd to the King that he was any other than 
O/myn: To this End he orders Alonzo, a Creature 
of his to procure him the Habit of one of Zara's 
Mutes, none other being permitted to ſee him. 
Zara ſends a Letter to Alphonſo by a Mute, telling 
him ſhe is now acquainted with the Secret of his 
Birth, but that he may depend on her for his Free- 
dom that very Night: The King attended by Alonzo 
meets this Mute, who diſcovering a Guilt in his 
Countenance, and an Endeavour to conceal ſomething, 
Manuel commands Alonzo to force him to a Diſcovery 
of his Errand : Alonzo follows him, and ſoon returns 


with 
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with the Letter which the poor Mute had yielded 


with his Life. The Letter he gives the King, and 
having ſtripp'd the Body carries the Habit to Gon- 
ſalex. 

The whole Myſtery, not only of Ofuyn's Quality, 
but Zara's Inclination and Deſign being now unra- 
velPd to Manuel, raiſes in his Soul a perfe& Tem- 
peſt of Rage and Indignation ; he raves, curſes, and 
ſtrikes Perez the Captain of his Guards ; but after- 
wards bids him go that Moment and put an End to 
the Life of Alphonſo, and afterwards ſend his Habit to 
him! Perez promiſes Obedience, but in Revenge of 
the Blow, ſets free Alpbonſo; and, to favour his 
Eſcape, carries the Robe and Turbant he wore as 
Quin, to the King, as an Aſſurance his Deiires 
were fufilled. 

Manuel, now thinking to detect and upbraid Zara, 
when ſhe ſhould come to ſet Alphonſo free, diſguiſes 
himſelf in the Habit of O/nyn, and takes his Place in 
the Dungeon, waiting the Approach of that Princeſs ; 
at the ſame Time, Gor/alez attired like a Mute, 
comes to the Priſon, and deceived by the Dreſs, 
plunges his Sword into his Royal Maſter's Breaſt, 

Alphonſo, having now joined Autor. ind the Army 
levied in his Name, enters Granada, and 15 pro- 
claimed King of Valentia by the Soldiers as he paſſes. 
Garcia, hearing the Alarm, ſeeks haſtily for the E ing, 
but neither his Majeſty nor Conſaleæ being in the 
Palace, Alonzo conducts him to the Dungeon where 
he knew the Latter was gone. On their acquaint- 
ing him with the Approach of A/phon/o, and his en- 
deavouring to convinge them of the contrary by aſ- 

ſuring 
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furing them that he had that Moment ſlain him 
with his own Hand, Garcia runs into the inner Part 
of the Priſon, where examining the Body he finds it 
to be the King's. In this Exigence Alonzo cuts off 
the Head, and hides it, to prevent the Soldiers being 
diſheartned at this horrid Accident, and they att-go 
to oppoſe the Enemy. 

Zara, in the mean Time, perceiving her Mute 

did not return, imagined ſhe was betrayed ; and if ſo, 
it would be impoſſible to fave Apo nſe; ſhe therefore 
reſolves to die with him, and comes to the Dungeon 
for that End, attended by two Mutes, each bearing a 
Bowl of Poyſon ; and finding the: Body, miſtakes it 
for Alphonſo, and drinks the Poiton. 
Almeria haſtens to take a laſt Farewell of her dear 
Lord; and deceived, as Zara had been, is going to 
drink off the other Bowl, when A/phonſo, Antonio, and 
their Party enter victorious with Garcia Priſoner. 

Gonſalex and Alanxo are lain in Battle, confeſſing 
with their laſt Breaths the Motives which drew on 
this ſad Cataſtrophe. Valentia and Granada were 
from this Time united ; and thus ends the Play. 
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By Mr. DRYDEN and Mr. LEE. 


— 


—B— 


Ocaſta, the Wife of Laius King of Thebes, having 

brought into the World a Prince, the Oracles 
were immediately conſulted, according to the Cuſtom 
of thoſe Days, who all agreed in this dreadful An- 
ſwer, That the Royal Infant was fated to kill his Fa- 
ther, and enjoy his Mother. On which the troubled 
Parents reſolved to put him out of the World before 
he ſhould be in a Condition to fulfil ſuch a Prediction: 
Phorbas, Maſter of the rural Sports was appointed for 
the Execationer, and to that Purpoſe the Queen de 
livered to his Hands the ill ſtarr'd Babe. 

Phorbas, being a Man of a gentle and compaſſionate 
Nature, undertook this Office with Reluctance; but 
not daring to diſobey, he carried the Prince to Mount 
Cithæron, where as often as he att-mpted to perform 
the cruel Deed, the innocent Smiles of the ſweet Vic- 
tim ſtopp'd his Hand : While he was labouring under 
this Conflict between Pity and Obedience, /Zgeon a 
Corinthian Lord, with whom he had been long ac- 

quainted 
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quainted, happened to pa's that Way: Phorbas looked 
on him as ent by Heaven for the Preſervation of this 
Prince, and weeping begs'd he would receive that 
Child, and breed him up without deſiring to be in- 
formed any I ning concerning him. zen grants 
his Requeſt ; and Phorbas, on his Return to the Queen, 
aſſures her that, not being able to plunge his Dagger 
in the Offspring of his Maſter, he has left him ex- 
poſed on Mount Citharon in ſuch a Manner as his 
tender Age could not ſupport many Minutes. Fo- 
caſta is ſatisfied with this, and the Affair is no more 
thought on at Thebes. 

Polibus at that Time reigned in Corinth, and be- 
ing Childleſs, and, by Reaſon of his Age, without 
the Hopes of Iſſue, Mgeon preſented to him this 
Prince, adviſing him to adopt and educate him as his 
own. The King approved of what he ſaid, and 
giving him the Name of OEdipus proclaimed him for 
his Son and Heir of his Dominions: Few there 
were that knew any Thing to the contrary, and 
thoſe who did, mentioning it only in Viſpers, the 
young OFdipus was far from ſuſpecting he had any 
other Parents, than the Royal Polibus and Merope, 
till at a Wedding-Feaſt, ſome Words ariſing between 
him and a young Nobleman, he told him he was a 
Foundling, not the King's Son: This ſtuck fo deeply 
on the Prince's Mind, that tho' the other was after- 
wards obliged to retract his Words, and ask Par- 
don by the King's Command, he could not reſt 
without a greater Certainty of his Birth ; to obtain 


which he went to the Oracle at Delphos ; and was 


commanded to enquire no tarther, for. 'twas his Fate 
60 
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to kill his Father, and pollute his Bed. To avert this 
Doom, he reſolved to return no more to Corinth, but 
wander in diſtant Realms till he ſhould hear that 
Polybus and Merope, were both laid in Earth. Some 
Years he paſt in various Courts, and no Prince excel- 
ling him in Valour, Wiſdom, Temperance, Magna- 
nimity, and every Kingly Virtue, where-ever he 
went, a general Love and Admiration followed him. 
On his Travels, it was his ill Fortune to meet Laing, 
who, with a ſmall Retinue, was taking the Air on 
the Frontiers of Thebes, ſome Diſpute ariſing about 
giving Way, it came to Blows, and OZaipus, with- 
out ſuſpecting him for the King of that Country, 
flew him, as his Attendants did all his Followers, 
except one, Who was that very Phorbas, to whom the 
Prince owed his Preſervation, and who on his Knees 
beg'd Mercy; O£Eaipus gave it, and poſted on with- 
out thinking farther on what had happened, and lit- 
tle ſuppoſing how fatally one Part of the Oracle, he 
10 induſtriouſly avoided, had been fulfilled, 

Aﬀer the Death of Laius, a Monſter, call'd the 
Sphinx, appeared in Thebes, laying Half the Coun- 
try Waſte ] OEaipus no ſooner heard of it, than 
prompted by his high Courage and Generoſity he 
haſted thither, deſtroyed the Monſter, and redeem'd 
the Land. 

The Thebans thought they could never ſufficiently 
recompence their Deliverer, they offered him their 
Queen and Kingdom; and the Beauty of Focafta 
made him readily accept the one, that he might en- 
joy the other, The Nuptials and Coronation were in 

F a ſhort. 
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2 ſhort Time ſolemnized, and he was in Poſſeſſion of 
his Father's Throne and Bed. 

He now hoped the Oracle was averted, and ex- 
pected to live quietly, in a Place where he could be 
in no Danger, either of Paricide or Inceſt ; but 
Heaven would not ſuffer this guilty and unguilty 
Prince to take any true Repoſe ; a fearful Plague 
fell upon Man and Beaſt, and that once populous 
Town became a perfect Deſart: Aaraſtus, Prince of 
Argos, with a great Army invaded his Territories, 
and home-bred Factions diſturbed the Quiet of his 
Subjects, and every Day alienated their Affections 
from him. Yet did not all theſe Troubles prevent 
him from playing the Part of a moſt excellent King; 
he firove, by the beſt of Laws, to reſtrain the Via- 
lence of the Headſtrong, and to win them into Duty, 
by an eaſy, affable and obliging Behaviour z and 
rallying as many Troops as the terrible Diſeaſe 
would permit, went in Perſon at the Head of them, to 
oppoſe the Argyans: His Enterprize was ſucceſsful, 
he overcame them with little Loſs on his Side, and 
brought Adraſtus Priſoner of War to Thebes, 

But while he was thus gloriouſly employed abroad, 
Creon, the Brother of Jocaſta, was labouring to ruin 
him at home: This Prince was ſubtil, bloody, and 
ambitious: He had been betrothed to Exurydice, 
Daughter of Laius, in her Nonage, and there ſeem- 
ed nothing wanting to obtain her, and by that Means 
the Crown, but the Death or Depoſing of Qedipus ; 
all Manner of Artifices were therefore practiſed by 
him and his Inſtruments, to perſuade the Peop!s to 
revolt: and he was pretty near accompliſhing hlz 
Deſire, 
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Deſire, when the Return of Oedipus with Victory 
converted all their late Repinings into Acclamations 
of Joy. 

On which Creon diſſembles his Reſentment till a 
more fit Opportunity, ſeems to turn with the Tide, 
and is one of the foremoſt in Congratulating the Man 
he hates. With this Incident the Play begins, and 
the Diſcourſes held thereon, letting us into great 
Part of the foregoing Hiſtory, admirably prepare 
our Attention for what 1s to come. 

Oedipus triumphs as a Conqueror, but as a King 
feels all the Calamities of his People : He finds him- 
{elf deprived of his beſt Friends, and Thebes of her 
moſt worthy Gitizens, and thoſe that remain, in the 
Anguiſh of their Souls imploring that Help from 
him which Heaven alone can give. Willing to do 
every Thing in his Power, he ſends to conſult the 
Delphick Oracle; which anſwers, That the Plague 
now reigning thall not ceaſe till the Blood of Laius 
is fully expiated. As this cannot be done without 
diſcovering the Murderer, Tiręſas the Prophet, in- 
vokes the Deity he adores, to reveal to him the 
dreadful Secret; which being granted, he declares, 
The Perſon who took the Life of Laius, is the next 
of his Blood. On hearing this, Creon in Malice to 
Eurydice, for her Contempt of him, and Love for 
Aaraſtus, accuſes her as guilty of the Paricide in 
Conjunction with that Prince, and endeavours to prove 
it by the Prophet's Words, as the is the next of Blood 
to Laius, The Lovers anſwer this cruel Aſſertion, 
with a Courage becoming of their Innocence ; but 
OE dipus, Jocaſta, and the whole Court, ſtand a- 

1 mazed, 
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mazed, and knew not what to think: The Populace 
cry out for immediate Execution on them, hoping the 
Plague would then ceaſe ; and all is in Tumult and 
Confuſion, till 7:ireffas aflures them, that the God 
within him reproves the Sentence, and promiſes to 
raiſe the Ghoſt of Laus for a further Explanation of 
this Matter : On this they grew more calm, and 
Eur dice and Adraſtus are committed to the Prophet's 
Care, who places them in the Temple, under a 
Guard of Prieſts, while he prepares fit Sacrifice for 
the infernal Powers, in order to oblige them to un- 
fold the Myſtery. 

'Tis now Midnight, and all the Horrors which 
Nature, when moſt diſturbed, or Prodigies beyond 
her Power can inflict, diſtract the Minds of the 
unhappy Thebans : Gigantick Images appear in 
the Air; the Sky ſeems all o'er Blood; Comets of 
enormous Size ſcatter whole Sheets of Fire; the 
Crack of burſting Clouds, accompanied by the Groans 
of Ghoſts, amaze and terrify the waking Senſes ; 
while portentous Viſions menace the Sleeper with 
ſome dire Event. 

Yet even this Night, when all the Elements are 
in Confuſion, as if the End of Nature were approach- 


ing, does Creon enter by a ſecret Paſſage the hal- 


lowed Dome, where Eurydice and Adraſtus are con- 


' fined ; and reſolute to ſatisfy his Revenge and Love, 


by murdering the one, and raviſhing the other, has 
juſt attack'd the Prince, when Hemon, Captain of 


the Guards, comes unexpectedly to his Relief, and 
obliges Creon to quit the Place. 
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The Infernal Ceremonies ended, and the Ghoſt of 
Laius, by Tireſias's Power, compelled to appear; he 
unravel's the Anigma of OFEdipus's Birth, and the 
fatal Accompliſhment of the Oracle, which had pro- 
nounced him the Murderer of his Father, and Po- 
luter of his Mother; but none being preſent but 
Eurydice, Adraſtus, and the Brotherhood of Prieſts, 
OEdipus will not believe himſelf the guilty Perſon ; 
and, inſtigated by Creon, accuſes Tiręſas of being 
ſuborned by the Priſoners, on which Adraſtus is taken 
from his Cuſtody and confined in a Dungeon. 
OEdipus, however, continues ſtrangely diſquieted, 
he thinks it utterly impoſſible that himſelf was the 
Murderer of Laius, yet cannot he, in his cooler Mo- 
ments, be brought to believe Aaraſtus guilty : At laſt 
remembring to have heard one of the 'T rain that at- 
tended Laius when he fell, remained alive, he orders 
that Man, who they told him was called Phorbas, to 
be ſearched out, and brought to Court, hoping he 
might be able to give ſome Deſcription of the Perſon 
or Perſons who attack'd the King. Creon, in the 
mean Time taking Advantage of theſe Diſtractions, 
ſends his Creatures among the People, to inform them, 
That the Prophet and the Gods had pointed out 
OEdipus as the Deſtroyer of their King, and Author 
of all their Woes; on which an Inſurrection enſues, 
and the tumultuous Croud preſſed even to the Palace, 
crying, down with OEdipus. Adraſtus hearing the 
Alarm, found Means to eſcape from Priſon, and put- 
ting himſelf by the Side of OEdipus, vowed to die 
with him, or quell the Rebels. But there was little 
Need of his Aſſiſtance; OZdipus no ſooner ſhewed 
himſelf 
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himfelf than they all fled or yielded; but the Generoſity 
of this Action more than ever convincing him of the 
Innocence of Adra/?us, ſerved to render his Perplexi- 
ties ſtill greater. 

Immediately after arrives Agen, Ambaſſador 
from Corinth, to entreat OEdipus to take Poſſeſſion of 
that Crown, King Po/ybus being dead; but this Prince 


refuſes to accept it, or ever to return while Merope is 


| Hving : On communicating his Reaſons, #peon ac- 


quaints him, that Polybus was not his Father, nor 
Merope his Mother, but that he received him from 
the Hands of Phorbas. Phorbas being now brought 
to Court, is confronted with him, and the whole 
dreadful Truth revealed, not only that he was the 
Son of Laius and Focaſla, but alſo, that he ſlew his 
Father. On the fatal Conviction OEdipus offers to 
fall on his Sword, but is with-held by Adraſtus and 
the reſt; after which, in Extremity of Deſpair, he 
plucks out both his Eyes, and being kept from all 
other Means of Death, threw himſelf from the Bat- 
tlements of the Palace. Jocaſta ran diſtracted, and 
having killed the Children ſhe had by OZFdipus, 
ſtab'd her ſelf with many Wounds, of which ſhe ex- 
pired. 

Eurydice and Adraſtus deſigning to depart for Argos, 
are met by Creon and his Party, who taking the 
Princeſs Priſoner, threatens to plunge his Dagger in 
her Breaſt if Adraſtus does not reſign his Sword; his 
Fears for her oblige him to Compliance with the Vil- 
lain's Demand, and is killed by him, as alſo Fun- 
dice in the Struggle: Aaraſtus, to revenge her, ſtabs 
Cream with a Dagger he had concealed, and with 
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their Deaths ends the Buſineſs of this celebrated 


Tragedy. 


GO x FF MAI. 
OR, THE 


Unhappy Marriage; 


RANG ED: Y; 


By Mr. OrwA v. 


CA48TO, a Gentleman of a conſiderable Fami- 

ly in Bohemia, having fignalized himſelf in his 
Youth by many important Services, both in the Field 
and Cabinet, received all the Honours due to ſuch 
exalted Merit, or that a wiſe and grateful Govern- 
ment could beſtow; till growing pretty far advanc'd 
in Years, and new Perſons coming into the Admini- 
ſtration of publick Affairs, he was rejected in a Suit 
for the Sake of a Perſon no way worthy to have en- 


ter d into a Competition with him. This Affront 
making him ſee the Inſtability of Courts, he quitted 


the great World, and retired to a Manſion he had in 
the 
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the Country, taking with him all his little Family, 
which conſiſted only (for he was then a Widower) 
of two Sons, one Daughter, and a young Orphan 
Maid, whoſe Father having been the moſt intimate 
of his Friends, he dying, had bequeath'd to his Care: 
whom the good Acaſto educated with the ſame Care 
and Tenderneſs as his own. When Monimia, for fo 
ſhe was call'd, arrived at thoſe Years capable of 
giving and receiving a ſoft Impreſſion, Caſſal'e and 
Polydore, the Sons of Aeaſto, became equally en- 
amoured of her: hey were both Gentlemen of un- 
common Accompliiments ; but there was a kind of 
an Audacity in the Behaviour of Pohare, which 
made her Virtue ſhrink at his Approach, while ſhe 
litened with Pleaſure to the humble and reſpectful 
Paſſion of Ca/talzo, till her whole Soul became de- 
voted to him, and ſhe not lived but in his Pre- 
ſence, 

In this Situation has our Author diſpoſed his Cha- 
raters, and the eaſy and natural Manner in which he 
makes them diſcover their Sentiments at the Begin- 
ning of the Play, ſerves very much to Intereſt an 
Audience for the Cataſtrophe. 

Never was there a more perſect Friendſhip than 
between the two Sons of Aca/?o ; Caſtalio exerciſed 
no Right of Elderfhip over Pe/ydore, and Polydore re- 
gretted not being the laſt born, ſince it was Caſtalio 


had the Advantage: From their Infancy they had 


communicated their Wiſhes, nay, their very Thoughts 
to each other; and when unhappily they commenc'd 
Rivals for Monimia's Love, neither of them attempted 
to make a Secret of it to his Brother: They lament- 
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ed that the Parity of their Sentiments ſhould make 
them deſirous of a Bleſſing, which neither could poſ- 
ſeſs without giving Pain to the other; but reſolved, 
that which ever ſhould be happy enough to obtain 
her, it ſhould make no Diſunion between them. In 
this Manner did they live, till Monimia having con- 
feſt an Affection for Caſtalio, he feared to wound his 
Brother with Intelligence ſo unwelcome, and from 
that Time began to be more reſerved in ſpeaking of 
her. Peolzdore obſerves this Change in his Behaviour, 
and preſſes him to reveal, if his Love for Monimia 
would ſway him ſo far as to marry her: Caſtalio is 
a little ſtartled at the Queſtion : He has that very 
Morning obtained her Conſent, and his Father's Chap- 
lain is won upon to join their Hands ; the Fears that 
Polydore will betray him to his Father, makes him 
deny this Truth; and to convince his Brother, vows 
he never had a Thought of becoming her Husband. 
Pol;dore ſeems fatisfied, but being informed by a 
Page that waits on Monimia, that there 15 a more than 
ordinary Tenderneſs between them, he thinks Caſtalio 
has uſed him ill, in concealing the Progreſs of his At- 
ſection from him, and that he is now at Liberty to 
circumvent him, if poſſible. 

The Marriage Ceremony over, Polydore over-hears 
Monimia make an Appointment with Caſtalio, to 
come to her Chamber at Midnight, and a Signal be- 
ing agreed between them, reſolves to ſupply his Place. 
The Strategem ſucceeds, he is admitted to Monimia's 
Bed, and there enjoys thoſe Careſſes from the de- 
ceived Maid, which Sacred Rites had made the Due 
of Caſtalie, The impatient Bridegroom comes a 

Moment 
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Moment after, and finding no Acceſs, accuſes Me 
ni mia of the Follies of her Sex; imagines, that 
having ſecured him for a Husband, ſhe no longer re- 
gards him with that Affection ſhe before pretended ; 
looks on himſelf as made a Property, either of her 
Vice or Pride, and works himſelf by theſe Reflec- 
tions up to ſuch a pitch of Rage, that he reſolves 
to hate and ſhun her Sight for ever. Pohdore quit- 
ting Monimia's Arms by Break of Day, to prevent 
Diſcovery, ſhe riſes earlier than was her Cuſtom, 
and meeting Caſtalio, who had not been in Bed, flies 
to embrace him with all the Eagerneſs of tranſported 
Love. IIe puſhes her from him, upbraids her with 
Arrogance, with Artifice, with Deceit ; and when 
ſhe prefies him to reveal the Cauſe of this moſt cruel! 
Charge, and hangs upon his Breaſt, ſwearing he 
ſhall not go till he has ſpoke what tis diſturbs him, 
he flings away, and leaves her Breathleſs and half 
dead with Anguiſh on the Floor. 

Chamount, the Brother of Monimia, who had been 
abſent a long 'Time in the Service of the Emperor, 
and was lately returned, and at Acaſto's Houſe, ſo- 
liciting the Love of his fair Daughter Serena, ſur- 
prizes his Siſter in this Agony, He had ſuſpected 
ſomewhat between her and Cafta/is, but was eaſed of 
his Fears by the Chaplain, who after he had enjoin- 
ed him Secrecy, informed him they were married, 
and now to fee her in this Storm of Grief, renewed 
his Diſcontents. She ſcruples not to unburthen her 
Breaſt to this dear Brother of its whole ſad Load; 


- and .the Impatience of his Nature not enduring ſhe 


ſhould have been thus treated, he ſecks Caftalio, and 
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not finding him, relates all to Acaſto, who, tho“ too 
much diſguſted, that an Affair of ſuch Moment, as 
the Marriage of his eldeſt Son, ſhould be tranſacted 
without his Conſent, to give any Satisfactory An- 
{wer to the Upbraidings of the hot CH amount, could 
not excuſe the Behaviour of Caſtalio, to a Bride ſo 
worthy of his Love: He therefore goes in ſearch of 
him, to reproach his want of Duty in a double Ca- 
pacity, firſt to himſelf, and after to Monimia. He 
tinds him juſt as Chamount and he being met, were 
ahout to decide the Juſtneſs of their Cauſe by the 


Point of the Sword, with ſome Difficulty he prevents 


their fighting, but can find no Expedient to reconcile 
them. 

Polydore, in the mean Time, vain of his Conqueſt 
over the undone Monimia, no ſooner fees her, than 
his Pehaviour to her unriddles the whole Myſtery 
of Caſtalio's Indignation, by making her underſtand 
he had deceived his Brother, and enjoyed her in his 
Stead : Let any virtuous Wife, let any Woman who 
truly loves, and 1s beloved, imagine what ſhe muſt 
fee] at ſuch a Diſcovery ; yet inexpreſſible as is her 
Deſpair, it exceeds not that which ſeized the Soul of 
the late gay Polzdore, when ſhe informed him it is 
the Wife of his Brother, whom he had polluted : 
Both vow to die, and are punctual in the Performance: 
Monimia iwallows Poiſon ; and Polydore provokes his 
Brother to draw his Sword, then runs upon it ; and 
after repeating the ſhocking Occaſion ot this Proce- 
dure, expires. Caſtalio, unable to ſupport Life, ſtabs 
himſelf, bequeathing his Birthright, with Serena, to 
the Brother of his beloved Monizmia. Acaſto lives to 
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mourn the ſad Cataſtrophe ; and thus ends a Play, 
which rarely fails to ſend the Spectators away without 
Tears, 


— — — I — — — 2 


UC RUOUONUK OU. 


A TFRAGSHS DT. 


By Mr. SOoUTHERNE. 


. 


O ROONOKO, Prince of Angola, a Kingdom of 
Africk, being privately married to a young Lady 
whom he paſſionately adored, had not long enjoyed 
the Sweets that happy Love affords, before the 
Charms of Imoinda, for fo ſhe was called, reaching 
the King's Ears, ſhe was ſent for to Court, where 
having no other Way of avoiding his Embraces, the 
was obliged to confeſs her ſelf the Wife of his Son, 
and then Pregnant by him. The Tyrant ſtarted at 
Inceſt, but enraged at the Impoſſibility of ever ſatiſ- 
fying his Deſires, he reſolved at leaſt to be revenged 
on him who had debarred him, and render his Son's 
Paſſion not leſs unhappy than his own. To this End, 
he ſecretly agreed with a Captain who traded to Ange/a 
for Slaves, and the unfortunate Incinda was put on 


Board, and carried to Surinam, where ſhe Was boug] t 
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for the Uſe of the Lord Governor, by Mr. Bland: 


ford, a worthy Engliſb Gentleman. 


Tho' Orconoko was as ſenſible of this Misfortune 
as the moſt paſſionate Lover, and tender Husband 
could be; yet as it was irremediable, and inflicted on 
him by a King and Father, he ſuſtain'd it with the 
Fortitude becoming of a great Hero, and the Reſig- 
nation of a Son and Subject; never neglecting any 
Part of his Duty ; but, as they were continually en- 
gaged in War, fought his Battles with the fame Ar- 
dor as before, and ſeldom fail'd of Conqueſt. 

Among the other ſhining Qualities of this Prince, 
he had a laudable Curioſity of examining into the 
Cuſtoms and Manners of Foreign Nations: Thoſe 
of Europe ſeem'd extremely pleaſing to him, and 
whenever any Ships from that Quarter of the World 
put in at Angola, he was ſure to make Invitations to 


the Captains or Owners, on purpoſe to have Diſ- 


courſe with them. Captain Driver, Matter of a Veſ- 
fel from Surinam, by frequent Voyages was well 
known to him, and the affable Reception he was al- 
ways honoured with by that Prince, made him think 
it would be eaſy to accompliſh a Strategem which 
Avarice had put into his Head. Being deſirous to 
quit the. Sea, and to make the moſt of this laſt Voy- 
age, he invited the Prince on Board, who having 
never been in a Ship, readily conſented, and brought 
about twenty of his Attendants with him: The Vil- 
lain had provided an Entertainment, and having ren- 
dered as many of them Defenceleſs as he could with 
Liquor, gave Orders to his People to hoiſt Sail, and 
was out of Sight of Angola, before Qroonoko ſuſpect- 
ed 
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ed any Thing of the Treachery practiced on him. 
"Tis eaſy to conceive in what Manner a Prince 
like him muſt reſent ſuch Ufage ; but it was in vain 
to oppoſe a Number fo unequal, and being deprived 
of all Relief was compelled to ſubmit to his Fate, and 
be carried to Surinam, at that Time in Poſſeſſion of 
the Eng//bp. The Captain's firſt Deſign was to bring 
him to England, and expoſe him for a publick Shew, 
but finding. he wanted only an Opportunity of Re- 
venge, thought it afterwards beſt to get rid of him, 
and the Fears which conſcious Injuitice inſpired in him, 
as ſoon as he could. 

The Engliſb Colonies abroad have been always 
looked upon as proper Places for Women of crack d 
Fortunes and Reputations to procure Husbands in: 
With this Deſign came two Siſters, called Charlotte and 
Lucy Weldon to Surinam; the eldeſt having a good 
Share of Senſe paſſed for a Man, thinking in that 
Diſguiſe ſhe ſhould have the better Opportunity of 
paſſing off her Siſter, and by making an Acquaintance 
with the Men diſcover who was moſt proper for a 
Husband for herſelf, when the Plot ſhould be ripened 
enough for her to oven her Sex. The Remains of 
their Fortnne permitting them to go over in a hand- 
ſome Manner, they ſoon got into the beſt Company; 
but the Perſons who ſeem' d molt particularly fond of 
their Converſation, were Mr, Stanmore, an eminent 
Merchant, and Mrs. Zackitr, the Widow of a wealthy 
Planter, who had divided his Eſtate between her and 
a fooliſh Son, who was alſo under her DireCtion. 
This Son is pitch'd upon by Charlotte for a Husband 
for Lucy, and Stanmore for herſelf; and their Con- 
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trivance to bring theſe Aims to Perfection, with the 
Arrival of Oroonoſo, and his being brought in Chains 
to the Market for Slaves begins the Play. 

The graceful Perſon, Majeſtick Port, and Royal 
Robes of this Prince draw all Eyes upon him with 
Admiration, and the Captain, on relating the Means 
by which he ſurpriſed him, as great a Deteſtation. 
He happens as well as Imoinda had done, to fall to 
the Lot of the Lord Governor, and Bland/ord, as the 
Agent of that Nobleman in his Abſence, takes him 
under his Charge. 

This worthy Man endeavoured by all Manner of 
Ways to ſoften lis Captivity, and aſſured him that 
when the Governor ſhould come to Surinam, he 
would exert his utmoſt Intereſt with him for reſtoring 
him to Angola: The Prince thanked him for theſe 
obliging Proofs of Friendihip, but in his Heart could 
ſcarce be brought to depend on any Promiſes made 
him by a Chri//:an ; of ſo great Prejudice to the Pro- 
pagation of the true Religion 1s it for a baſe Profeſſor 
to be known among thoſe, whoſe Ignorance rather 
than Wilfulneſs makes them of a contrary Faith. 
Blarford, however, to divert his Melancholy, carried 
him one Day to ice a beautiful Female Slave whom 
he had in Truſt as well as himſelf for the Lord Go- 
vernor ; he told him ſhe was Miſtreſs of uncommon 
Charms; that the Deputy Governour, tho' the proud- 
eſt Man in Surinam, thought it no Shame to languiſh 
at her Feet ; that all the Slaves adored her, and forget- 
ting the Hardſhips of the Day, negleQed their needful 
Repoſle, and paſſed great Part of the Night in entertain- 
ng her with little Sports of their contriving. Orconoko 

was 
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was wholly unmoved at all he ſaid, and accompanied 
him in this Viſit rather in Complaiſance to him than to 
himſelf; all his Admiration of Beauty having ceaſed 
with the Loſs of his dear Imoinda. But how ſtriking 
is the Scene! How thrilling to the Soul, when we be- 
hold him finding in this fair Slave his ever dear, ever 
adored Imoinda; for it was ſhe, who under the Name 
of Climene, had attracted ſuch univerſal Admiration. 
Happy in each other's Sight, they no longer regret 
the Loſs of Grandeur or of Liberty; and bleſs the 
Slavery that reſtores all that either of them thinks 
truly dear. 

To add to the Felicity of Oroonoko, Blanford brings 
Aboan, one of thoſe who was betrayed to Slavery 
with him by Captain Driver; but little imagined how 
fatal a Kindneſs it would prove. This young Noble- 
man impatient for his own Fate, but much more for 
that of his Prince, had ſpirited up the Slaves to 
ſeize on a Ship then in the River, and all together 
make their Eſcape. He communicates this Deſign to 
Orooncko, and in the End prevails on him to head the 
Enterprize. 'The ſame Night is appointed for the 
Execution, but being betrayed by one who ſeemed 
moſt Zealous in the Cauſe, the Deputy Governour 
came upon them with his Powers, and offering Pardon 
to all who lay down their Arms ; the unhappy Prince 
ſees himſelf forſaken by all but 4b2an, on which be- 
ing obliged to yield they are conducted to ſeparate 
Priſons, and Oroonoko again torn from his Friend, ard 
dear Imoinda. The generous Blanford is infinitely 
troubled at an Accident which ſo much diſappoints * 
the good Deſigns he had formed in Favour of the 
Royal 
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Royal Slave ; but the Deputy Governour is as muck 
overjoyed, becauſe it affords him an Opportunity of 
renewing his Addreſſes to Imoinda. 

While the ſerious Characters are thus employed, 
Charlotte perceiving ſhe had made, as Mr. Weldon, a 
more than ordinary Impreſſion on the Widow Lacki's 
Heart, counterfeits an equal Share of Paſſion for her, 
but pretends at the ſame Time that ſhe is under a 
Vow of ſeeing her Siſter Lucy diſpoſed of before ſhe 
marries ; on which the impatient Widow propoſes her 
Son Daniel; Weldon agrees, and the Wedding is 1m- 
mediately celebrated. That done, Ve ldan conſults 
with Zack Stanmore, who is younger Brother to the 
Stanmore beforementioned, and has a long Time made 
Court to Mrs. Lackit ; and it is agreed between them 
that Velden ſhall marry her, and contrive it ſo that 
Fack Stanmore may be put to Bed inſtead of the Bride- 
groom. Every Thing ſucceeds as they would have 
it, and Mrs. Lack gives to the ſuppoſed Mr. Weldon 
a Thouſand Pounds the next Morning. Charlotte be- 
ing in Poſſeſſion of this Money thinks herſelf now a 
ſufficient Fortune for the elder Stanmore, and diſcovers 
herſelf to him in this Manner: She tells him that a 
Coſin of hers is lately arrived from England, that ſhe 
ſhould be proud it were a Match between them, and 
that if he likes her on her Arrival, ſhe will depoſit 
a thouſand Pound in his Hands as her Portion. Stan- 
more is unwilling to take the Money, but Charlotte 
ſaying ſhe has Buſineſs which calls her farther into 
the Country, and knows not what Accidents may 
happen, he is prevailed with to Keep it till the Kinſ- 
woman arrives. Charlie, after this, throws off her 
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Man's Apparel, and appears with Lucy as a Lady juſt 
arrived: Stanmore is charmed with her; acquaints 
her with what her Coſin /2/don left for her in his 
Charge, and offers his Service to her on the Foot of 
Courtſhip. To find he liked her as a Woman was 
all ſhe wiſhed ; ſhe gives him her Hand, and ſeeing 
no Occaſion for farther Diſſimulation, confeſſes herſelf 
to be that Mr. Veldon he had fo long converſed with, 
and relates to him the whole Story, with the Motives 
of her acting in that Manner. The News of all 
this is immediately brought to Mrs. Lackit, who is 
ſtrangely ſurprized, but Charlotte clearing up the 
whole Affair alſo to her, ſhe is glad to accept ot 
Zack Stanmore for a Husband. 

Poor Inoinda is all this Time a Priſoner in the 
Deputy Governour's Houfe, who finding it 1mpol- 
ſible to gain her Conſent: to his Deſires, is attempt- 
ing to enjoy her by Force, when Blanford comes 
in and reſcues her: He fights with him, and while 
they are engaged Imoinda takes the Opportunity of 
eſcaping to the Priſon where her Husband is confined, 
She informs him what has happened to her, on which 
he concludes that Death alone can fave her from Diſ- 
honour, and reſolves to put an End to both their 
Woes, by dying together : Aboan, whom they have 
whipped, appears before them in this Criſis all cut 
and gaſh'd with cruel Rods, he ſtrengthens the Prince 
in his Determination to die, by telling him there is 
ro Hope of any Mercy from Chrittians ; then, as to 
ſhew them the Way plunges a Dagger in his Breaſt : 
Oroonoko and Imoinda follow him by the fame Wea- 
pon ; but the wicked Deputy with his Party ruſhing 
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in upon them before Oroonoko expires, Rage ſupplies 
him with a Return of Strength ſufficient for Revenge 
on that cruel Author of his Miſeries: He ſtabs him 
to the Heart, and enjoys in the Agonies of Death 
a Satisfaction to ſee him breath his Laſt. A Cata- 
ſtrophe truly mournſul in itſelf, but much more ſo as 
it is heigthened by the moſt tender and affecting Lan- 
guage, and ſet off with all the Embelliſhments of 
Poetry which a Dramatick Piece will admit, with- 
out going beyond Nature. 


MEE EDO 


THE 
MOOR of VENICE: 
A TRAGEDY. 


By Mr. SHAKESPEAR. 


F what Country or Extraction Othello was, nei- 
ther our Author, nor Giraldi Cinthio, from 
whom he took the Story, have thought fit to inform 


us: All that can be learned of him is, that he was a 
| very 
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very valiant Commander ; and having done many 
ſignal Services to the Republick of Venice, arrived at 
length to be General of the whole Army. The Fame 
of his great Atchievments, and that honeſt Openneſs 
of Soul which appeared in all his Words and Actions 
gained him the Affection of the beautiful Def 
demona, only Daughter of Brabantio a Magnifico, 
and equal in Power and Wealth to the Dogue himſelf. 
She quitted her Father's Houſe by Night, and was 
privately married to him, none being truſted in this 
Affair but Jags hi» Ancient. 

Jago was a Villain, revengeful, cruel, and deſign- 
ing, but had the Artifice to vail thoſe Vices under 
the Appearance of their oppoſite Virtues : He bore 
the noble Maor moſt deadly Hate, becauſe he had 
preferred, in Prejudice, as he imagined, of his ſuperior 
Merit, Caſſio to be his Lieutenant, and continued in 
Commiſſion under him for no other Reaſon than to 
have the better Opportunity to ruin him. This 
Marriage with De/demona preſents a pleaſing Proſpect 
to his miſchievous Imagination : He immediately 
communicates the Secret of it to Rodorigo, a fooliſh 
Gentleman, who has long been doatingly in Love 
with De/demona; and they go together to alarm 
Brabantio with the News, not doubting but his In- 
tereſt with the Senate will be ſufficient to ſeparate the 
new wedded Pair, and perhaps bring Othello into 
Diſgrace. 

This Diſcovery, which happens immediately after 
the Marriage, opens the Play, and by the Manner in 
which it is made, lets us into the Characters and 
Diſpoſitions of the chief Perſons concerned in the 
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Drama. Brabantio enraged, and diſtracted for the 
Preſervation of an only Child, goes with Officers to 
ſeize Othello; but the Moment before their Entrance 
into his Quarters, Meſſengers have ſummoned him to 
the Senate-Houſe ; Brabantio's Preſence is Alb. re- 
quired, on which he alters his Purpoſe, reſolving to 
accuſe and confront him before the Dag ue. 

But this is not a Time in which any Complaints 
againſt Othello can be encouraged: Intelligence is 
arrived that the Turks are going to beſiege Cyprus 
with a great Fleet: There was a Neceſſity of ſending 
Forces to repel the Efforts of the Enemy; and 
Venice afforded no Man equal to that Command but 
the illuſtrious Moor. The Voice of the whole Senate 
therefore perſwaded Brabantio to Moderation, and 
De/demana avowing her Love to her Husband, and 
entreating Permiſſion to accompany him in his Expe- 
dition, cleared him of all foul Practices, and he was 
honourably acquitted. 

The Confuſion thoſe of Cyprus were in, demand- 
ing an immediate Relief, Othellz' was obliged to em- 
bark the ſame Night, leaving Deſaemona to the Con- 
duct of Jago; who, tho' enraged, not daunted at the 
ill Succeſs of his Deſigns in Venice remained reſolute 
to purſue the ſame in Cyprus, believing Rodorigo 
might be a proper Tool to faſhion out his pernicious 
Work: To this End he pretends, that tho' De/de- 
mona had ſome ſecret Reaſons for marrying the Moor, 
ſhe loves him not, and flatters him with the Hopes 
of receiving from her the utmoſt Proofs of Favour, 
on Condition he will accompany them to Cyprus. By 


theſe Kind of Inſinuations Rogorigo is prevailed upon 
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to fell his Eſtate, great Part of which he lays out in 
Jewels, for Preſents to Deſde mona, and entruſts Jago, 
who has promiſed to be his Solicitor, to deliver them 
to her. 

Being all arrived at Cyprus, where they found no 
Buſineſs for their Arms, the Turk; Fleet being all 
diſperſed and loſt in a Storm; the firſt Work in 
which Roderigo is employed by Jago, is to quarrel 
with Caſſio on the Watch, whom, being unhappy in 
his Liquor, he has alſo prepared for that Purpoſe: 
The Motives for this Piece of Villany are, Firſt, 
That if Caſſis is kill'd he ſucceeds him in his Poſt; 
if Raderigo falls, he is certain of never being call'd 
to Account for the Jewels he has defrauded him of; 
and if the Adventure prove mortal to neither, the 
Skirmiſh will infallibly incenſe Othellb againſt Caſſis. 
To bring Rogorigo to it, he tells him, that he has 
juſt diſcovered Deſdemona to be paſſionately in Love 
with the Lieutenant, and that he can hope for no - 
Return from her, till that formidable Rival is diſ- 
patched. 

The Event anſwers to one Part of Jago's Expecta- 
tions ; the Antagoniſts, his Artifices have made ſo, 
meet and fight: The Citizens are alarm'd at the 
Claſh of Swords; Montano, Governor of Cyprus be- 
fore Orhello, is wounded in endeavouring to part 
them; and Ozhello, fo much offended at this Beha- 
viour in Caſſio, that he caſhiers him. But this is 
not ſufficient for the Malice of Jago, he ſees the Man 
who was preferred before him, unhappy and diſgrac'd ; 
but Othello, whom he hates much more, is ſtill un- 
touch'd with Care or Grief. From this late Acci- 
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dent therefore, he forms a Plot to bring about the 
Maſter- piece of his Deſigns ; he perſuades Caſſis to 
petition De/demona, to exert her Intereſt with her 
Husband for reſtoring him to his Poſt : Her gentle 
Nature, always pleaſed with doing good, readily un- 
dertakes the Office, and takes all Opportunities of 
performing what ſhe has promiſed. The perfidious 
Jago, in the mean Time, by Shrugs, Grimaces, and 
half Sentences, inflames the Moo, with Jealouſy, 
and renders every Thing ſhe ſays in Favour of Cao, 
as the Dictates of a Criminal Paſſion : When urg'd 
by Ozhelh to explain the Meaning of his ambiguous 
Words, he tells him, with a well counterfeited Re- 
luctance, that to his certain Knowledge, Caſſio has 
enjoyed Deſae mona: To give Credit to this mon- 
ſtrous Aſſertion, he brings Othello, where he over- 
hears Caſſio boaſting of a Miſtreſs's Favours, and 
then by many Circumſtances, makes the Woman 
mention'd by him, ſeem no other than Deſdemona; 
and afterwards, by the Means of a Handkerchief 
which Othello had given her on their Wedding Day, 
and which, he obliges Emilia, his Wife, to ſteal 
from her, he conveys it into Caſſio's Pocket; which 
brings to Perfection the horrid Scheme he had fo 
long been hatching in his Brain. 

Othello now reſolves that both ſhall die, and charges 
Jago to get Caſſio diipatch'd : In the mean Time, 
Orders arrive from Venice to recall Othello, and de- 
pute Caſio in his Room: If any Thing could have 
added to the Rage of this deceived Moon, it would 
have been this Turn of Fortune; but doubting not 
that Jago would revenge him on this ſuppoſed Rival of 
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his Love and Honour, he ſeems little to regard the 
Latter. Jago is indeed induſtrious enough to perform 
what he has promiſed ; and ſtill making Rodorigo 
his Inſtrument, he works him up to attempt the 
Murder of Caſſio, by telling him, that Othello in- 
tended to remove to Mauritania, unleſs ſome Acci- 
den: impeded ; and then propoſed the Death of Cafe, 
who was to ſucceed him, as the only Expedient ; Ro- 
dorigo, on this, watches Caſſio, and as he comes out 
of a Houſe late at Night, attacks and wounds him ; 
the other draws in his own Defence, they fight, and 
both fall: A Cry of Murder; on which, ſeveral 
People gathering about the Body, Jago, who is all 
this Time within hearing, comes forward, and pre- 
tending to revenge Caſſio's Hurts, ſtabs Roderigo, 
whom he finds not quite dead. 

While the Streets of Cyprus are thus ſtain'd with 
Blood, Othello, in the Citadel, ſtrangles his inno- 
cent Wife as ſhe lies in Bed; Emilia coming into the 
Room the ſame Moment, and ſeeing the dreadful 
Deed, cries out Murder ; the Room is immediately 
fill'd with Company, and the Moor relating the Mo. 
tives which led him to commit this Murder, Emilia 
confeſſes that ſhe ſtole the Handkerchief at her Huſ- 
band's Requeſt, but ignorant for what Reaſon he 


. ſeem'd ſo defirous to have it in his Poſſeſſion. Jago, 


on this, is brought in, ſhe perſiſts in her Evidence 
againſt him, and he kills her. Caſſio and Rederigo 
having been put under the Surgeon's Care, the 
Wounds of the former are found not mortal, and the 
latter lives long enough to reveal the V. Ilany of age. 
Thus is this Monſter of Wickedneſs fut.“ detected, 

ö and 
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and Othello convinced how fatally he has been de- 
ceived; which unable to ſupport, he falls on his 
own Sword, and Fags is Sentenced to the moſt cruel 
Death the Cyprian Laws have Power to inflict, tho" 
looked upon by all, as too mild for Crimes ſuch as 
have been committed by him. 


HiPPOLTIUS; 


A TRAGEDY. 


By Mr. EpMuND SMITH. 


— — 


Hædra, the Daughter of Minos, ſucceeded him 

in the Throne of Crete; ſhe was firſt married 

to Arſamnes, but after his Death, The/eus reſcuing 
her Dominions from the Invaſion of a barbarous 
Prince, received for Recompence her Crown and 
Perſon. Hippelytus, his Son, by a former Marriage, 
came to do Honour to his Father's Nuptials : The 
2 Sight 
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Sight of this Prince inflamed Phædra with the moſl 
violent Defires ; ſhe gave her Hand to the Father, 
but her Heart was all devoted to the lovely Son: All 
the Efforts ſhe made for extinguiſhing this Paſſion, 
ſerved but to render it more ſtrong : She loath'd, ſhe 
flew her Husband's Preſence ; and even refuſed him 
thoſe Rights of Love which Marriage had made his 
Due. Amazed, and grieved at this ſudden Altera- 
tion, he preſs'd, he ſued, but preſſed and ſued in 
vain ; the inexorable Queen was deaf to all his Argu- 
ments, to all his Entreaties. Struck to the Soul at 
this Contempt, and deſpairing ever to win her into 
Kindneſs, he quitted Crete, and ſought in Foreign 
Wars, to loſe Remembrance of Domeſtick Woe. 
Hipfelytus, for the Sake of IJſnena, an Athenian Prin- 
ceſs, whom he adored, and was then a Captive in 
Crete, remain'd at Court, and by his Preſence aug- 
mented the Flames of Phæara to ſuch an Exceſs, 
that ſhe was well nigh conſumed ;| the Weakneſs of 
her Body growing unable to ſuſtain the violent Emo- 
tions of her Mind, ſhe falls into a kind of Frenzy 
and in her Raving diſcovers the Cauſe of all her 
Anguiſh to Lycon, her firit Miniſter of State, who, 
hoping to gain ſome Advantage to himſelf from the 
Errors of his Sovereign, encouraged her rather to 
cheriſh, than depreſs her Wiſhes. 

At this Time Intelligence is brought of The/eus's 
Death, and Phedra, now without Scruple, follows 
the Advice of Lycon, and declares her Paſſion to Hip- 
polytus: The Horror he ſeems full of, while ſhe is 
ſpeaking, and his reſolute refuſing all her Offers af. 
ter, let her ſee how vain will be all Attempts to cor- 


rupt 
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rupt his Virtue : Yet obſtinate in Guilt, ſhe tries all 
Means, ſhe ſooths, entreats, then rages, menaces his 
Ruin, orders him to be impriſoned, and Lycor 
threatens him with Death. Whatever the Queen's 
Love might have deſigned, 'tis certain, this Stateſ- 
man reſolved nothing leſs, judging the Nature of this 
young Hero by his own ; and therefore fearing his 
Vanity or Hate might lead him to expoſe the Queen's 
Shame, and his own baſe Artifices. 

Ihnena, who loved Hippolytus no leſs than ſhe was 
beloved, and trembling for the Effects of Pheara's 
Fury, perſuades him to feign a Compliance with her 
Defires : He is at laſt prevailed upon to follow her 
Advice, and the eaſier, becauſe he has juſt then form 
ed a Deſign, which no other Way can be accom- 
pliſn'd. He demands therefore, to be brought to 
the Queen, diſſembles a Repentance of his late In- 
ſenſibility, and gives her Hopes of returning her Af- 
fection with an equal Ardor : This regains Para 
her Peace of Mind, and him his Liberty; and he 
employs it in preparing Means for his Eſcape into 
Scythia, with Jena, whom he has won to accom- 
pany him. 

The News of their Flight ſoon reaches the Ears 
of Phedra ; ſhe ſends, purſues, and overtakes them 
before they gain the Port: Love, Rage, Remorſe 
and Jealouſy, now by Turns, poſſeſs her Soul: She 
condemns both to Death, reprieves, then pardons, 
then condemns again, all in a Breath: In this Tem- 
peſt of her Soul, before ſhe can reſolve on any Thing, 
Theſeus, who was believed dead, returns to Crete, 
Her former Frenzy now returns with double Force : 

2 With 
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With all the Wildneſs of Diſpair, of Shame, of Hor- 
ror, ſhe flies to her Apartment, there ſhuts her ſelf 
up, and will not be perſuaded to ſee, or give any 
Welcome to her long abſent Husband, who little leſs 
diſtracted than her ſelf at this Behaviour, in vain in. 
quires the Cauſe of all he meets; Hippolytus and 1/ 
mena, Who only have the Power, are too generous to 
reveal the ſhocking Secret. Lycon at laſt approaches, 
and having perſuaded the Queen in her Raving:, to 
ſecond what he ſhould ſay, boldly accuſes 1ippriytu; 
of an Attempt to raviſh her; and fo imputes her 
preſent Diſorders to that Cauſe. The enraged King 
too eaſily giving Credit to the Aſſertions of this Vil. 
lain, orders his Son to be ſeized, and on hearing 
Phædra afterward utter the fame Things, tho' in 
disjointed, and ſometimes contradictory Phraſes 
dooms him to Death; but unwilling he ſhould periſl. 
by any common Hand, ſends him a Sword, and bid- 
him be his own Executioner. Hippotytas accepts the 
fatal Preſent, but makes a different Uſe of it than 
was intended, for inſtead of plunging it into his out. 
Breaſt, he ſlew the Perion who delivered it to him, 
and once more throws himſelf at his Father's Feet, 
begging, if he muſt die, to ſuffer in his Preſence 

But while his good Genius inſpired him with ths 
Thought for the prolonging of his Life, he was be. 
lieved dead by all that heard the cruel Sentence given, 
Pheadra is informed of it, and of all her late tem 
peſtuous Paſſions, only Love, Pity, and a juſt Con- 
ſciouſneſs of Guilt remaining, the confeſt the whole 
fad Story of her fatal Paſſion, the Noble Youth's Re. 
ſuſal of her Offers, and the monſtrous Injuſtice te 
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had received from Lycon's Arts, and her Diſtraction, 
ſhe then ſwallowed Poiſon ; but unable to endure Life, 
even till the Operation, ſtab'd her ſelf in the Pre- 
ſence of the much injured The/eus. Na 

In all thoſe Agonies of Soul, which in ſo dread- 
ful a Juncture could be felt by the moſt tender Father, 
did Hippolytus find him; and it is ſcarce poſſible to 
judge, which experienced the moſt perfect Joy, the one 
in ſeeing his raſh Commands ſo happily reverſed, or 
the other in being cleared of his imputed Crime, and 
reſtored to the Affection of a Parent, always loved 
and reverenced by him. 

To render his Happineſs compleat, Theſeus gives 
J/mena to his Arms, and with her, the Crown of 
Athens. 'The perfidious Lycon ends his wicked Life 
by as ignominious a Death: And fo concludes a Play, 


which can never fail to excite Applauſe, while any 


Taſte remains for Purity of Diction, Juſtneſs of Sen- 
timent, or Virtue delineated in her moſt attractive 
Beauties. 
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PROVOK D WIFE, 


A COMEDY: 


By Sir Joun VANBRUGH. 


HE chief Character in this Play is Sir Jahn 

Brute ; he has for two Years been the Huſ- 
band of a Lady, whom, tho' he married merely for 
Love, he could not treat even with common Civility 
after the firſt Month: That Paſſion, which had a little 
ſoftned the Roughneſs of his Manners, being ſatiated 
by Poſſeſſion, Decency vaniſh'd with it, and all ths 
Savage return'd in his Behaviour. But tho' notwith- 
ſtanding his ill Uſage, ſhe fail'd in no Part of the 


Huty of a good Wife, conceal'd his Vices as much 


as poſſible, from the World, and endeavour'd not to 
think on them her ſelf; their Manner of living to- 
gether was too well known, not to encourage Hopes 
among the gay Part of Mankind ta the Prejudice of 
her Honour. Cenſtant, a Gentleman intimate with 
Sir John, and who was at his Wedding, had con- 
ceived a Paſſion for her from that Day: She did not 
diſlike his Perſon and Converſation, and the favour- 
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able Inclinations ſhe found towards him, as ſhe knew 
he loved her, made her ſhun his Company as much 
as ſhe could do without being taken Notice of, when- 
ever he came to their Houſe. This Conduct made 
him ſo far from being able to gueſs at her real Senti- 
ments, that ſome Scenes inform us he was then ready 
to give himſelf up to Deſpair. 

But this Self- denying Virtue is all over before the 
Play begins ; the firſt Time of her Appearance, we 
diſcover that ſhe is almoſt weary of uſing a Lover ill, 
for the Sake of a Husband who knew not how to 
uſe her well. Belinda, her Niece, who lives with 
her, ſeems to encourage a Reſolution in her to accept 
of the Conſolation offered ; and we find little, beſide 
the Shame of revealing an Affection ſhe has hitherto 
taken ſo much Pains to hade, that hinders her from 
running immediately into Conftant's Arms, She de- 
termines however, to be leſs Scrupulous than ſhe has 
been accuſtom'd ; and hearing Sir John ſay, cne Day 
at Dinner, that he expected him to come that After- 
noon with a Friend of his, call'd Heartfree, inſtead of 
quitting the Room, ſhe ordered her Maid to bring her 
Work, and ſeated her ſelf with Belinda, expecting 
their Approach: In the mean Time, to divert thern- 
ſelves and vex Sir John, who was then ſmoaking, 
they rail'd againſt Tobacco till they provoked him to 
throw his Pipe at them, and ſtart upin a Rage to 
drive them out of the Room; in running from him 
they meet the two Gentlemen, who appear concern- 
ed to ſee this Quarrel, and Sir John being ſoon after 
ſent for abroad, they ſay and entertain the Ladies. 


Belinda 
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Belinda tallæs to Heartfree, to give Conſtaui the 
better Opportunity of addreſſing her Aunt; her Wit 
and Gayety make an Impreſſion on his Heart, which, 
till he became acquainted with her, he thought him- 
ſelf ſecure from ever feeling ; and Belinda finds ſome- 
thing in him that renders her yet more willing than 
before, to forward Lady Brute's Intrigue with Con- 


Pant ; becauſe it promiſes her the Opportunity of 


Converſing with his agreeable Friend. Both of them 
avowing their [nclinations to each other, and expreſ- 
ing an equal Impatience to fee the two Gallants a- 
gain; Lady Brute writes to Conſtant, deſiring him, 
with his Friend Hear?free, to come to Spring- Garden, 
at Eight the ſame Evening, where they will find two 

Women to entertain them. 
As this Letter is without a Name, the Gentlemen 
ave ſome Diſpute whether they ſhall accept the In- 
vitation or not ; but, as much in Love as they are, 
the Paſſion has not ſo intirely extinguiſhed all others 
in their Breaſts, as to leave Curioſity no Part. They 
fail not the Aſſignation at the appointed Hour, and 
Lady Brute and Belinda, Mask'd and dreſt in mean 
tawdry Habits, ſoon accoſt them. After a little Chat, 
Sir Tobn, who being half drunk, happens to ftroll 
that Way, joins Company, and offers Conflant and 
Heartfree to treat them and their Women, whom he 
takes for common Strumpets, if they will go with 
him toa 'Tavern; but the two Friends having the ſame 
Opinion of the Ladies he has, excuſe themſelves from 
accompanying him; but are content to leave them to his 
Diſpoſal ; on which, he lays Hands on his Wife and 
Niece, and begins to hawl them ina rude Manner ; they 
M 3 break 
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break from him, and ſhewing their Faces to Con/lant 
and Heartfree, thoſe ſurprized Lovers tell Sir John, 
that they are really Women of Diſtinction, whom 
they only intended to fright a little ; and then oblige 
him to leave the Place, 

This narrow Eſcape is not ſufficient to daunt our 
adventurous Ladies; they continue in the Garden, 
and Zeartfree and Belinda, in good Nature to their 
Friends, as well as to gratify their own private In- 
clinations, withdraw to another Walk. Conſtant 
takes this Opportunity to renew lis amorous Suit to 
Lady Brute: He preſſes, ſhe reſiſts, till his Defires 
growing more violent, he perceives her Virtue be- 
comes leſs ſtrong in Proportion, and is emboldned to 
draw her half yielding, half refuſing, into a cloſe 
Arbor; where, as they juſt are entring, two Women 
burſt out upon them, and with a Laugh, which de- 
monſtrates all that paſſed between them has been 
overkeard, a little damps the Lovers Ardor, and 
preſerves the Lady's Honour for this Time. 

The Perſons who had given this ſeaſonable Inter- 
ruption, were ſuch, whoſe Diſpoſitions rendred them 
the moſt dangerous of any to have a Secret of this 
Nature in Poſſeſſion. The one was a near Neigh- 
bour of Lady Brute, called Lady Fanciſul; a Woman 
of ſuch conſummate Vanity, that ſhe imagined her 
Wit and Beauty had a Right to univerſal Adoration ; 
and when ſhe found her ſelf deprived of it by the 
Charms of any other, was ſure to blait the Reputa- 
tion of her envied Rival: The other was a French 
Mademoiſelle that waited on her ; a Creature, whoſe 
Soul ſeem'd divided wholly between Miſchief and In- 
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trigue. Heariſree had given this fine Lady ſome little 
Reaſon to believe him one of her Devotees ; that is he 
had praiſed her Beauty, Shape, Wit, and, indeed as the 
greateſt Proof of good Will, had endeavoured to make 
her ſenſible of the Follies of her Affectation; but 
growing more negligent of late, ſhe preſently imagined 
it muſt be occaſioned by ſome new Face; and reſolving 
to find out the Woman if poſſible, had watched him 
the whole Day in a Diſguiſe, till ſhe ſaw all the above- 
mentioned Paſſages, not only between him and Be- 
linda, but alſo thoſe of Conſtant and Lady Brute. 
She immediately knew them, notwithſtanding their 
Diſguiſe ; and, hating the Aunt for the Niece's Sake, 
meditated nothing but Revenge on both. To favour 
her Deſigns, Rar, Valet de Chambre to Sir John 
Brute, was paſſionately in Love with Mademoiſelle her 
Woman, ſhe makes her the Vehicle to convey all that 
happened in Spring-garden to this Fellow, who re- 
ceives a ſtrict Injunction from his French Miſtreſs, to 
relate it to his Maſter ; neither of them diſobey Or- 

ders, and Sir Jobn is informed of every Particular. 
While Lady Fanciful and her Emiſlary are thus 
employed, Lady Brute and Belinda are paſſing their 
Lime very agreeably in the Company of their Lovers, 
who confident that Sir Jo would not come home till 
late, they have permitted to attend them home, Sir 
Jobn is engaged indeed for ſome Time, in ſcow'ring 
the Streets, breaking Windows, robbing a poor Tay- 
lor of his Wife's Gown, which he was carrying 
home, putting it on, and playing many extravagant 
Pranks in that Habit, in ſo muca that he is carried 
before a Juſtice, but toon diicharged falls into other 
M 4 Company, 
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Company, where growing troubleſome he is kicked 
but, and reels home. Lady Brute's Maid gives No- 
tice of his Approach; and Conſtant and Heartfree, 
having no Opportunity of getting out of the Houſe 
unfecn by him, run into the Cloſet. Sir John calls 
for cold T'ea, and will not be perſwaded but that his 
Wiſe has ſome in her Cloſet, ſhe tells him ſhe has 
tot the Key, on which he burſts open the Door with 
his Foot, and diſcovers the two Gentlemen: He was 
not quite ſo ſtupid as to believe they came to that 

lace to fay their Prayers; but the Neceſſity of Fight- 
ing ſeeming worle to him than that of Cuckoldom, 
he poke little of his Mind while they were in Preſence ; 
and Lady Prate aiterward aſſuring him that the 
whole Buſineſs was an intended Marriage between 
Heartfree and Belinda, gives a Sort of an Excuſe to 
his pacifick Behaviour. The Truth is, that young 
Lady reſolves to betow herſelf and Fortune, which is 
no leſs than ten thouſand Pounds, on Heartfree, tho“ a 
younger Brother; and Lady Brute writes an Account 
of her Condeſcenſion to Conſtant, who is deſired to 
come the next Day with his Friend, and back the 
Truth cf what ſhe has ſaid, in Order to remove all 
Jealouſy in Sir Torn. 

The News of this Marriage reaching Lady Fancy- 
fat, ſhe preſently {ets aboat the breaking it off, and 
having contrived a Strategem which ſhe thinks Plau- 
ſible enough to ſucceed, ſe no ſooner hears that Con- 
ftlant and Hearifree are at Sir John's, than ſhe ſends a 
Letter to the Latter, importing that Belinda has been 
debauched, has one Child at Nurſe, and is pregnant 
with another. At the ſame Moment ſhe goes herſelf 

in 
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in a Diſguiſe to Belinda, tells her that Heariſree is al- 
ready married : That ſhe herſelf is his Wife, but 
fears he will murder her, if convinced. ſhe has re- 
vealed the Secret. Both Parties ſuffer themſelves to 
be impoſed upon by this Deceit, groſs as it is, and 
are entered into a downright Quarrel one with the 
other, when Rar, all on a ſudden ſtruck with Re- 
morſe for the Part he has acted, puts on Sackcloth, 
and in that penitential Habit confeſſes his Fault, and 
drags in Lady Fancyful and Mademoiſelle unmask'd, to 
confirm the Truth of his Confeſſion. Sir John now 
again begins to flatter himſelt that his Wife is honeſt, 
and is entirely reconciled to Conſtant; which, with 
the Marriage of Heartfree and Belinda, concludes the 
whole Buſineſs of this Repreſentation. 
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Provok'd Husband, 


OR; A 


Journey to LONDON: 
A KOMED. 


—_——— A #k, 
* 


By Sir JohN VanBRUGH and 
Mr. CIBBE R. 


— 


S the Cataſtrophe of this Play is a Complica- 

tion of a vaſt Variety of Events, all happening 
at one Time, it is highly neceſſary, for rendring a 
clear and perſpicuous Account, to give the Reader 
fome Idea of the Diſpoſitions and Views of the chief 
Characters, before the Plots or Actions, which ſuch 
Diſpoſitions and Views naturally excite, are touched 
upon. 

Lord Townly is a Man of Senſe, Sobriety and 
good Nature: He has been two Years married to a 
Lady of celebrated Beauty, whom his tender Affection 
not permitting kim to reſtrain in any of thoſe Pleaſures + 
which 
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which had the Shew of Innocence, ſhe arrived at laſt 
at ſuch a Way of Thinking, as to look on the moſt im- 
moderate Uſe of them as her Privilege: Too late he 
finds the Error of his over-much Indulgence ; and how 
to put a Stop to her Extravagancies without rendering 
himſelf the Object of her Averſion is what now takes 
up all his Days and Nights. 

Sir Francs Wronghead is a fooliſh Country Gentle- 
man, whoſe Eſtate being pretty deeply mortgaged, he 
takes it into his Head to retrieve it, by running two 
thouſand Pounds more in Debt, in order to be choſe 
Member of Parliament, which having procured, he 
comes to 'Town, accompanied by his Lady, Richard 
Wronghead his eldeſt Son, an awkard Country Bump- 
kin, and Miſs Jenny his Daughter, a pert, forward, 
and conceited Girl. 

Count Baſſet is a Sharper of the Town, who has 
taken up that Name and Title in Order to intro- 
duce himſelf into good Company, and have the better 
Opportunity of Cheating. Happening to be in the 
Country at the Races, he had made a good Progrets 
towards an Amour with Lady Ironghead ; and Know. 
ing her Intention of coming to London intends to im- 
prove it at her Arrival. 

Mr. Manly is a Gentleman of great Ned and 
Candour : An intimate Friend of Lord 7wwn/”s, witl. 
whoſe Siſter, Lady Grace, he is very much charmed, 
not ſo much on Account of the Beauties of her Perſan, 
as thoſe of her Mind: He is alſo a near Relation oi 
Sir Francis Wronghead, and foreſeeing the Misfortune; 
that mult attend his living any long Time in London, 

dvſol ve. 


[ 252 


reſolves to prevent them, if poſſible, by ſending him 
foon home. 

Mrs. Motherly is a Milliner, and lets Lodgings to 
People of Condition, or at leaſt ſuch as appear to be 
ſo. Myrtilla her Niece lives in the Houſe with her, 
and has been debauched by Count Baſet: Notwith- 
ſtanding they both carry fair to him, in Hope he will 
at laſt do ſomething for her, as he has always pro- 
miſed. 

Theſe are all the Perſons who are any Way con- 
cerned in the Buſineſs of the Play; which opens witn 
Lord Townly making ſome Remonſtrances to his Wife 
on the Vanity and Folly of her Conduct; and re- 
ceiving from her ſuch Anſwers as convince him it is 
not by gentle Means he can ever hope for a Reforma- 
tion in her. 

Sir Francis Mrenghead and his Family being come 
to Town, Count Bat recommends them to Mrs. 
"Totherly's Lodgings, and at the ſame Time engages 
ker to aſſiſt him in the Deſign he has of marrying Miſs 
Feany, on Condition he will make a Match between 
Ei hard V/ronghead, the young Squire, and her Niece 
Myriilla. Jo bind the Bargain he puts a Goldſmith's 
Note of 500“, inte her Hands, which he tells her 
hal! be her own in Cafe of any Failure on his Side, 
This ſatisfies all the old Gentlewoman's Scruples, 
and ihe omits nothing; in her Power that may bring 
the two Couples together. Count Paget all the Time 
proſecutes his Amour with Lady Ironghead, that his 
Freecom with the Mother may render his Courtſhip 
to the Daughter leſs ſuſpected; and the young Hoy- 
aen 1g 10 Well pleaſed with his Addreſſes, that ſhe pro- 

miſes 
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miſes to marry him as ſoon as he can contrive an Op- 
portunity to get her out. Squire Richard is alſo 
very ſweet upon Myrtilla, and ſhe manages him ſo 
well as to get an Aſſurance from him of making 
her his Wife. But while the young People are di- 
verting themſelves in this Manner, poor Sir Francis 
is in a piteous Taking: He has been to wait on a 
certain great Perſon, (of whoſe Name the Author 
keeps us ignorant) he has given him Hopes of a 
Place worth a thouſand Pounds a Year, to give his 
Vote in Parliament as he directs; but the Misfor- 
tune was that Sir Francis not underitanding the De- 
bates, happened, on the Queſtion being put, to ſay 
He, when he ſhould have ſaid No. He heard alſo 
that a Petition was abaut being laid before the. Houſe 
in Favour of Sir John Weorthland the other Candidate, 


and he was in Danger of loſing his Election; and to. 


add to theſe Troubles his Lady had laid out two 
hundred and fifty Pounds in one Day, meerly in 
Baubles, for which neither herſelf nor her Family had 
any Occaſion. Mr, Manly, eaſily perceiving the 
Conſequence of all this, exaggerated the Misfor- 
tunes into which he was plunging himſelf, and took 
the Freedom of a Friend and Relation to adviſe him 
to return into the Country before it was too late ; but 
Sir Francis cannot yet a-while perſwade himſelf to 
quit all the golden Expectations his own and Wife's 
Vanity had flattered him with, and with which ſhe ſtill 
ſapports him. Nor was ſhe all this Time Idle for 
the Good of the Family, as ſhe imagined at leaſt, 
Count Baſſet had dropped a Letter from Myrtilla, 
herein that poor young Woman had upbraided hun 
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for ſeducing her, and afterwards leaving her without 
Support: This Lady Wronghead finds, and having 
heard that Mr. Manly's frequent Viſits at Lord Towwn- 
ley's were for the Sake of Lady Grace, and that a 
Match between them was as good as concluded, her 
Plotting Head immediately forms a Strategem from 
Myrtilla's Letter to break it off. The Reaſon that 
induces her to this Piece of Miſchief is, that Manly 
being very rich, his Eſtate would, devolve on Sir 
Francis, in Caſe he died without Iſſue. She therefore 
puts the Letter under another Cover, and pretending 
ſhe was in a Hurry of Buſineſs deſires Myrtilla to 
direct it for Mr. Manly. Myrtilla little ſuſpecting 
it was her own Billet. Doux obeyed her Ladyſhips 
Commands ; which done Lady Wronghead encloſed it 
in another wrote by herſelf, as from an unknown 
Friend, to Lady Grace, with the ſeeming View of 
preſerving her from Ruin by this Detection of Man- 
hs Baſeneſs. 

Lady Grace is very much ſurprized at the Receipt 
of theſe Letters, not only to find Manly a Perſon of 
ſuch different Principles from what he profeſſed, but 
allo that any one ſtould imagine ſhe had any Concern 
in his Intrigues, he not having as yet made her any 
other Deciarations of Love than thoſe of his Eyes, 
and re{peCtiul Behaviour: She acquaints her Brother 
with che Adventure, and her Sentiments upon it: He 
preſently imagines 1t a Piece of Forgery, but adviſes 
her to ſhew the Letters to Manly, that by obſerving 
carefully his Looks, at the Peruſal, ſhe may form 
ſome Judgment by them of his Innocence or Guilt. 
Slie follows his Directions, and Manly, knowing the 
Temper 
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Temper of Lady Vrongbead, ſees into the whole De- 
ſign in a Moment, and having fully cleared himſelf 
to Lady Grace is emboldned by the Freedom of this 
Converſation to declare himſelf ſomewhat ſooner than 
"tis probable he otherwiſe would have done: So 
certain it is that our Endeavours to prevent, frequently 
haſten the Event we fear. The Manner, in which 
Lady Grace receives the Diſcovery of his Paſſion, is as 
agreeable to his Wiſhes as he could hope for from a 
Woman of her exemplary Prudence and Modeſty, 
and renders his Mind in a Situation uncapable of re- 
taining much Reſentment for the Injury attempted 
to be done him by Lady Vrongbead. Reſolved how- 
ever to fathom the Bottom of the Myſtery, he goes 
to Myrtilla, ſhews her the Superſcription on the Cover 
of the Letter, which ſhe readily acknowledges to be 
her Hand, and tells him how ſhe came to write it; 
but when he preſents her with the encloſed, ſhe ap- 
pears amazed and confuſed, believes herſelf betrayed 
by the Count and Lady Mrongbead, and confeſſes, 
with Bluſhes, that-it is her Letter to the Count. On 
this Diſcovery they grow extremely gracious, he pro- 
miſes to be her Friend, and on his Queſtioning her 
concerning the Affairs of Sir Francis's Family, ſhe ac- 
quaints him with the Plot laid for a double Marriage, 
and that the Ceremonies are to be performed the 
ſame Evening when they are all to go in Maſque- 
rade Habits to Lord Townh's, whoſe Chaplain is to 
joyn their Hands. 

Manly on this contrives a Counterplot, which having 
convinced Mrs. Motherly and Myrtilla it will be their 
Intereſt to aſſiſt, he haſtens to Sir Francis, informs 


him 
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him of the Snares laid for the Ruin of his Children; 
tho' without letting him know by whom, and aſſures 
him of preventing it; and at the ſame Time con- 
vincing him it was dehgn'd, by the Demonſtration of 
his own Eyes, on Condition he will return home the 
next Day, to avoid the like Dangers hereafter : 
Sir Francis promiſes to be ruled by him in every 
Thing, and looks on him as his Guardian Angel. 

Mrs. Motherly, in the mean Time, to ſecure as 
much as ſhe could for her ſelf, ſends Myrtilla, with 
the Note left in her Hands by Count Bayer, to en- 
quire into the Validity ct it, of the Banker, in 
whoſe Name it was given; but it happening to be 
forged, the poor Girl is ſeized by a Conſtable, on 
Suſpicion of, being privy to the Cheat: She ſends for 
Mr. Manly, who being well known to the Banker, 
ſhe is ſet at Liberty, and a Warrant taken out againſt 
Baſſet ; though Manly will have the Execution of it 
deferr'd for ſome Hours, for Reaſons which will ap- 
pear hereafter. 

Lady Townly, during theſe Tranſactions, is revel. 
ling in various and tumultuous Pleaſures, and the Pa- 
tience of her Lord being entirely exhauſted, he is 
now determined to part with her: He. has engaged 
an Aunt of hers to take her to her Houje whenever 
the Separation happens, which an Accident haſtens 
{ooner than elſe his continued 'Tenderneis would have 
ſuffered him to decree. Having loit 500 J. at Play 
over Night, and contracted iome Debts ot Honour 
beſide, ſhe is in the utmoſt Conſternation the next 
Morning, how to Jiicharge them; the has not a 
ſingle Guinea leit. and in the Hymour her Lord now 

. 18, 


. 
is, ſhe knows, to ask him for a Supply would be 
ineffectual, and but provoke him more: After ſome 
Debate, her Woman reminds her of fifty Pounds in 
the Steward's Hands, left there ſome Days ſince to 
pay a Mercer, whom ſhe had turned off a Year ago, 
becauſe he refuſed to give her Credit any longer 
This ſeems a lucky Thought, and the Steward is 
called to deliver the Money ; the very Perſon to 
whom it was to be paid, unluckily happens to be in 
the Houſe at the ſame Time, and being told his Bill 
ſhall be diſcharged, is juſt then writing a Receipt. 
Lady Townly obliges the Steward to leave the Money 
on her Table, bidding him tell the Man there was a 
Miſtake in the Account, which ſhe had not Time 
now to rectify. The Steward obeys her Commands, 
but the Mercer will not be ſo put off, and grows 
clamorous ; Lord Townly hears his Complaint, pays 
him, and reſolves that Moment to part from his 


Lady: He ſends for Manly, and orders his Siſter to 


be called, as Witneſſes of his Behaviour, and the 
Agony he viſibly feels in doing himſelf this Juſtice, 
with the firm Conſtancy he teſtifies not to be moved 
from it, makes Lady Townly ſeriouſly refle& on the 
tender and affectionate Indulgence ſhe has hitherto found 
in him, and her own Imprudence, in forfeiting the E- 
ſteem of ſo excellent a Husband : She wiſhes to re- 
call Time, or that {till ſhe retain'd Influence enough 
over him, to make him think ſhe would redeem the 
Errors of her paſt, by her future Conduct; till now, 
of all the Paſſions, Love had been a Stranger to her 
Soul; but in this Moment, ſhe finds ſo much in the 
Perſen and Qualities of her Lord, worthy of her 
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ſofteſt Regards, that ſhe is amazed at her ſelf for not 
diſcovering it before: The Fears of not being be- 
lieved, however, reſtrain her Tongue from uttering, 
any Part of what paſſes in her Breaſt ; expreſſive 
Looks and Tears alone, declare how Self-conderan'd 
ſhe is; and without either offering at any Argument, 
or imploring for a Mitigation of the Sentence he ha- 
paſt upon her, ſubmits to her Fate with the moſt 
humble Grief; but the Manner in which ſhe does fo, 
appears ſo touching, that not only Lady Grace, but 
Mr. Manly, who had always adviſed this Separation, 
teſtify their Concern at it; how much more then, 
muſt it affect a Heart that never had a Wiſh beyond 
that of her Converſion ; which her Behaviour now 
evincing, the tranſported Husband, when leaſt ſhe 
expected the Condeſcenſion, flies to her Arms, for- 
gives all that's paſt, and vows an everlaſting Love. 
She in her Turn, proves her ſelf not unworthy this 
Exceſs of Goodneſs, by truly hating every Thing 
which had eſtranged her from her only Happineſs, 
reſigning her ſelf wholiy to her Husband's Will, and 
making her whole Pleaſure conſiſt in pleaſing him. 

This happy Turn puts them all into ſuch good 
Humour, that Lady Grace, in Compliance to her 
Brother's Deſires, and a little to gratify her own In- 
clinations, gives her Hand to Manly; but the Cele- 
bration of their Nuptials is deferr'd till the Comple. 
tion of that Gentleman's Deſign, for the Preſervation 
of the Wronghead Family, which immediately after 
enſues. 


Lady 
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Lady Wronghead, Squire Richard, Miſs Jena), 
and Count Bayer, come all to Lord Townly's in Maſ- 
querade Habits, as was agreed upon ; the two latter go 
into a private Room, expecting the Chaplain ; Squire 
Richard follows them, expecting to find Myrtilla, 
who ſoon enters, with a Conſtable to ſeize Baqſet, on 
Account of the forg'd Note ; as he is in the utmoſt 
Confuſion, Sir Francis and Mr. Manly, who have 
been ſometime behind a Screen, and overheard all, 
come up to them: Sir Francis, not able to command 
his Paſſion, vents it in hearty drubbing the young 
'Squire, and threatning the forward Minx his Daugh- 
ter; their Outcries draw Lady Mrongbead into the 
Room, who being preſently informed of the whole 
Affair, trembles to think how far ſhe has proceeded 
with a common Sharper, and one, who alſo had a 
Deſign upon her Daughter : The Count 1s going to 
be carried before a Juſtice, but begs ſor Mercy; 
which Mr. Manly grants, on Condition he marries 
Myrtilla ; he conſents, tho' with ſome Reluctance, 
and Mang, to reward the Share ſhe has had in his 
Deſigns, gives her a real Note of fye hundred 
Pounds, which makes the Matter ſomewhat more 
eaſy to the Count. Lady Wronghead, notwithſtand- 
ing the narrow Eſcape her Children have had from 
Ruin, will not be perſuaded by her Husband to leave 
London ; but Manly ſoon obliges her to Compliance, 
by ſhewing her a very tender B:/lets-Doux, wrote by 
her to the Count, and by him intercepted ; to fave 
her Reputation therefore abroad, and preſerve her 
Husband's good Opinion of her at home, the requires 
no more than his Promiſe, never to divulge the Se- 
cret 
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eret of her Folly, and contentedly reſolves to pack 
up her Luggage and be gone. Which is all we are 
preſented with in this truly natural, witty, and di- 
verting Comedy. 


RIVAL QUEENS, 
OR, THE 


DEATH of ALEXANDER 
the GREAT; 


AT RAGED:Y: 


_- s 


By Mr. LEBE. 


*» 3 


Lexander the Great having been married to 
Roxana, before he ſaw the Daughter of Darius, 

wich whom he fell paſſionately in Love, had no way 
to gain that beautiful Princeſs, but by making a ſo- 
lemn Oath never to Bed with his firit Queen again; 
He kept his Promiſe for ſome Time; but as he was 
returning from the Conqueſt of the Iadies, the ſubtil 
| Roxana. 
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Roxana met him on his Way, and with Sports and 
Revels, ſome fay by Magick Spells, kept him at S»/a 
again a Victim to her Charms. But by what Arts 
ſoever he had been practiſed on, the Remembrance 
of Statira broke through them in a ſhort Time, and 
he again forſook Roxana, and haſted to Babylon, 
where the Idol of his Soul reſided. 

But before his Arrival, Intelligence being brought 
to that young Queen, of what had paſſed between 
him and Roxana, ſhe falls into a Deſpair, which 
almoſt proved fatal to her: Caſſander, Poliperchon, 
Thefſalus, and others, who hated Alexander, took 
Care to heighten the Anguiſh of her Soul, by adding 
to the Truth a thouſand aggravating Circumſtances 
of their own Invention. Nor was this the only 
Trouble occaſioned by his Abſence : Ly/imachus and 
Hepbæſtion, Rivals for the Love of Pariſates, the one 
preſuming on his Birth and Services, the other on the 
Favour of Alexander, fill'd the Court with continual 
Alarms: The firſt Scene of the Tragedy diſcovers 
them fighting, and Clytus, a brave old Macedonian 
General, uſing his utmoſt Endeavours to ſeparate 
their Fury : The Arguments he inforces, at length 
prevail with them to ceaſe all Acts of Hoſtility, and 
to truſt their Cauſe to the Deciſion of Alexander, 
who is every Moment expected, 

Statira, work'd up to the utmoſt Pitch of raging 
Grief, by the Artifices of the Faction, reſolves to 
lee the King no more, but to paſs the Remainder of 
her Days in the Bowers of Semiramis, ſhut up from 
all Converſe with Mankind: Old Sy/igambis, the Mo- 
ther of the Royal Family, labours both with En- 


treatics 


- — — 
- 4-4 —  — — 
5 Sp 


[ 262 } 


treaties and Commands to diſſuade her, but in vain ; 
ſhe makes a Vow, and confirms it with the moſt 
dreadful Imprecations, to do as ſhe has ſaid. 

Alexander ſoon after enters Babylon, and being in- 
formed how far her Reſentment had tranſported her, 
burſts into Exclamations, which makes the Boldeſt in 
his Preſence tremble. Ly/machrs, notwithſtanding, 
puſh'd on by Love, approaches, and demands of 
him the Princeſs Pariſates, as a Reward for all his 


Toils in War ; Alexander having before promiſed her 
to Hephæſtion, grows incens'd, and commands him to 


be dumb upon that Theme for ever ; on which, the 
raſh Prince draws his Sword, and offers to run at his 
Rival, which ſo inflames Alexander, that he orders 

him to be carried away and devoured by Lions. 
Roxana, flattering herſelf that the ſame Arts, which 
rekindled a Paſſion in the Heart of Alexander at Su/a, 
will have the ſame Succeſs at Babylon, entred the 
City almoſt the ſame Hour he did ; and being in- 
form'd of Statira's Reſolution, and the King's De- 
ſpair, is no leſs pleaſed at the one, than enraged at 
the other: To gratify, however, the Pride of her 
Nature, ſhe meets her Rival as ſhe is going to fulfil 
her Vow, and inſults her Misfortune with the moſt 
bitter Taunts, till Szatira, tho' much leſs violent, 
becomes ſo far provoked as to conſent to ſee the 
King, in order to prevail with him never to ſee the 
other more, The Event anſwers her Deſign, A/ex- 
ander, before her Face, commands Roxana never to 
appear in his Preſence ; which Proof of Love, join- 
ed with the Sight of his Grief for having ever of. 
fended her, obtains a full Forgiveneſs from her ; and 
1 ſhe 
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ſhe thinks it a leſs Crime to become Perjured to the 
Gods, than to give Pain to Alexander. Pariſates, 
who tenderly. loves Lyfmachus, takes this Opportu- 
nity to petition for his Life ; but before ſhe can know 
the Effect of her Sollicitations, that Prince is brought 
in, having fought with, and conquered the Lion in- 
tended for his Executioner. This Heroick Deed 
more influences Alexander, than the Prayers and 
Tears of the whole Court : He now foregoes his par- 
tial Affection for Hepheftion, and decrees, that Pa- 
rijates ſhall be given to him who ferves him beſt in 
Battle. 

The Memory of paſt Griefs is now drowned in 
preſent Joy, but ſoon enſues a bitter Allay 
The King, to teſtify his Tranſport on being recon- 
ciled to Statira, invites all his Courtiers to a Ban- 
quet: To oblige him, who is very much of late 
addicted to the Perſian Cuſtoms, they all appear in 
rich looſe Robes, after the Manner of that Country, 
all but C/ytus, who will not be perſuaded to ſuch Ef- 
feminacy. This offends Alexander, but he conceals 
his Sentiments, till being warm with Wine, Chtus 
ſeeming to leſſen the Viftories Alexander had gain'd, 
and giving his Father, King Phillip, the Preference, 
as a Soldier, the impatient Monarch ſnatches a Jave- 
lin from his neareſt Guard, and ſtrikes him dead 
that Moment; but no ſooner does he ſee him fall, 
than he repents of the Deed, and calling to Mind 
how often he had been preſerved in Battle, by the 
Courage and Loyalty of this gallant General, he 
throws himſelf on the dead Body, and will not be 
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prevailed upon to leave it, till the Danger of a more 
terrible Misfortune obliges him to riſe. 

The Heads of the Faction againſt Alexander, 
having reſolved to take the Opportunity of this Ban- 
quet to poiſon him, one of their own Creatures be- 
ing appointed Cup-bearer, endeavour, by foment- 
ing the Rage and Jealouſy of Roxana, to make her a 
Party in their Deſigns; but ſhe, in ſpite of her 
Wrongs, til} loving him with an unbated Paſſion, 
diſcovers ſo great an Abhorrence of the Propoſal, that 
they are compelled, by the Fears of being betrayed 
by her, to feign themſelves ready to be guided by her 
Will alone. To oblige her more to Secrecy, Ca, 
fander offers to kill her Rival Szatira : The Thought 
of that Revenge tranſports her cruel Soul, but will not 
accept it from his Hand, left ſuch a Service might 
encourage a Paſſion which he confeſſes to have for her. 
The Hint of this Deſign is all ſhe will vouchſafe to 
owe him for, and attended by a great Train of her own 
Creatures and Slaves, ſhe goes in Perſon to the A- 
partment, where Sratira is waiting the Approach of 
Alexander, and having ſlain moſt of the Guards, en- 
tered and took the Life of that unhappy Queen, in 
the midſt of her moſt pleaſing Expectations, 

One who eſcaped the Fury of Rexana's Slaves, 
brought this ſurpriſing Account to Alexander, who 
then ceaſing his Lamentations over Ch tus, flies to the 
Relief of what he valued more than Life ; but al! 
the "Haſte he made was too ſlow ; Roxana had given 
the fatal Blow, and he came only to take a laſt Fare- 
well from his dear Szatira ; Scarce had the Breath 
foriook her Lips, than News is brought, that his fa 
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vourite Hepbhæſtion is dead of a Surfeit ; and that 
Sihigambis alſo is no more. Ordinary Madneſs is 
ſhort of what he feels : He Commands, that all the 
Towers of Babylon be plucked down, the Armory 
deſtroyed, and every Soldier, upon pain of Death, to be 
naked to the Waſte: He ſpares Roxana's Life, not. 
only becauſe ſhe is at this Time pregnant by him, 
but alſo, becauſe Statira dying beg'd him to forgive 
her ; but baniſhes her for ever. Soon as he has given 
theſe Orders, he is ſeized with ſtrange Convulſions, 
which, by degrees affect his Brain, and he falls into 
the moſt raging Frenzy: This is looked upon at 
firlt as occaſioned by Grief, but is afterward eaſily 
perceived to be the Effects of Treaſon. | 

The cruel Caſſander, and his Aſſociates, have 
compleated their Deſign, and Alexander expires in 
the moſt tormenting Pains. On which, the Conſpi- 
rators quit the Court; and Lyſimachus, to whom Pa- 
riſates is now bequeathed, vows not to enjoy the 
Fruits of his long Paſſion, till he has traced the 
Treaſon againſt Alexander to its Fountain Head, 


and fully revenged the Death of that prodigious Man, 
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SILENT WOMAN, 


A COMEDY. 
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By Mr. BEN Jounrsox. 


 AADROSE is a Gentleman far advanc'd in Years, 
has a great Eſtate, but is of ſo whimſical and 
capricious a Humour, as to endure the Sound of no 
Voice but his own ; for that Reaſon he excludes him- 
felf from all Converſation, his Servants anſwer him 
only by Signs; the moſt profound Silence reigns 
within his Houſe, and to avoid any Diſturbance from 
without, all the Fore-Windows are bricked up. As 
he has no Children, his Nephew, Sir Dauphine Hu- 
gene, is his Heir; but that Gentleman being of a 
leſs huſh Diſpoſition, and keeping Company no leſs 
voluble than himſelf, has ſo much diſobliged his 
Uncle, that he refolves to marry on purpoſe to diſin- 
herit him, provided he can find a Woman willing to 
conform to his Way of Life. He communicates his 
Intentions to Catbeard, a Barber, whom he imagines 
entirely devoted to him, but is really in the Intereſt 
pf Sir Dauphine, and acquaints him with every 
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Thing that paſtes in his Uncle's Family; and this 
among other Things being repeated, Sir Dauphine 
preſently forms a Contrivance to circumvent him. He 
dreſſes a young Gentleman in Woman's Apparel, and 
inſtructs to behave ſo as to win the good Graces of 
Moroſe; that done, lodges the counterfeit Lady, to 
whom he gives the Name of Epicæne, in a Street 
near him, then makes Cutbeard acquaint Moroſe, 
that he has heard of a young Woman well born, 
well educated, and of a Humour exactly conform- 
able to his own ; and that having no Fortune, will 
readily conſent to marry him without any Formalities 
of Courtſhip. The old Humouriſt is extremely 
pleaſed with this Intelligence, looks on Cutbeard as 
his beſt Friend, and tells him, he will ſee her in a 
ſhort Time. 

Sir Dauphine has let none into the Secret of his 
Plot but Cutbeard, who is a principal Actor in it, 
and Clerinont, the moſt intimate of all his Friends. 
Clerimont mentions the Folly of Dero/e's intended 
Marriage to one of his Companions, called 7ruext, 
but without letting him know it was a Contrivance 
of Sir Daupbi nes. Truewit, who wiſhes Sir Dau- 
phine well, and imagines that ſuch a Hymen mult be 
of Prejudice to him, reſolves to attempt ſomething te 
prevent it; and without acquainting C/erimont with 


his Deſigns, procures the Habit, Horn, and other _«4 


Accoutrements of a Court-Courier, and then demands 
to ſpeak immediately with Moro/e, and by Virtue of 
his ſuppoſed Authority, is admitted: He accoſts him 
with ſetting forth the Miſeries to which he is going 
to expoſe himſelf, by marrying a Woman, of whom 
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he knows no more than what his Barber has in- 
rmed him ; and then remonſtrates the Inju- 
ſtice he does his Nepkew in the moſt forcing Terms; 
this Manner of Treatment drives the old Gentle- 
tleman almoſt mad ; but perceiving nothing is to be 
done but by fair Means, hears him with a ſeeming 
Patience, till Truew:t having talk'd himſelf out of 
Breath, takes his Leave with preſenting him with 
a Rope, as the ſure Conſequence of ſuch a Mar- 

Triage as his is like to prove. 
Truewit not doubting but he has put off the Match, 
haſtens to Sir Dauphine and Clerimont, with an Ac- 
count of what he has done; inſtead of Thanks he re- 
ceives the ſevereſt Reproaches from both; Clerimout 
tells him he is an officious Fool for intermeddling 
with Affairs, in which he had no Buſineſs. And 
Dauphine complains that his whole Deſign is ruined 
by his unneceſſary and miſtaken Zeal. Poor Truewit 
hears them with Patience, but at laſt convinces them 
that the Error was on their Side, for not truſting 
him with the Bottom of the Intrigue. As they are 
diſputing Cutbeard comes in with the News that a | 
mad hot-headed Gentleman under the Appearance of 
a Courier, has been with Morofe, and talk'd him al- 
moſt to Death, but that believing it was a Trick of 
his Nephew's to hinder him from marrying, he was 
reſolved to diſappoint him by making Mrs. Epicezne 
his Wife that Moment, 1f he cou'd gain her Conſent ; 
and that he was now ſent by him to bring her to his 

Houſe. 

Sir Dauphine is again recomforted at this Intelli- 
gence, and Truewi triumphs in his Turn: They all 
ieſol /e 
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reſolve to wait the Iſſue of this Adventure at Clcrimont”s 
Lodging, and Cutheard is ordered to inform them as 
ſoon as the Nuptial Ceremony has paſs'd, in Purſu- 
ance to another Deſign Sir Dauphine has on his 
Uncle. : 

In the Houſe where Epicœne was placed, lodg'd a 
Gentleman called Sir John Daxv, a noiſy, chattering, 
ſerenading, poetizing Coxcomb, who, becauſe he 
thought it Part of a fine Gentleman's Qualifications 
to be in Love, makes his Addreſſes to this Counterfeit 
Lady. One of his greateſt Intimates is Sir Amorous la 
Faule, a VYop, Vain of the Antiquity of his Pedigree, 
and delighting in nothing ſo mach as ſeaſting the Men 
of his Acquaintance, and making Preſents to the Wo- 
men: Among the Latter are Madam Haughty, Madam 
Centaur, and Madam MAawis, I alies who are the 
Heads of a certain Society, and call themſelves Fel- 
low Collcgiates ; having Rules eſtabliſhed, from 
which they muſt not ſwerve without incurring ſevere 
Penalties : The chief of their Maxims are to be very 
leud, and riotous abroad, very peeviſh and perverſe ar 
Home, to ſafer their Husbands to do nothing with. 
out asking their Conſent, but to be abiolute Monarclis 
over their Actions and Eſtates, aud above all to ſhare 
their Gallants in common with cach other without 
Jealouſy or Reproach. 

This worthy Company has Sir Amorous invited to 
a great Entertainment, he provides for them at the 
Houle of Captain Otter, a roaring, laughing, drunken 
Fool; Sir Dauphine, Clerimont, and Truexwit are alſo 
to be Gueſts, and Sir John Daw has promiſed to 
bring Epicæne, whoſe Reputation for Silence has 
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given them a Curiofity. But before the Time ap- 
pointed for this Meeting, Cutbeard has led the pre- 
tended Virgin to Moro/e, who is fo charm'd with 
her Behaviour that he ſends for a Parſon and marries 
her directly. The Barber brings immediate News 
to Sir Dauphine and his Friends, and they prevail on 
Sir Amorous to have the Entertainment carried to 
Morc/e's Houſe by Way of a wedding Dinner. Cut- 
beard, who has a Key to the Door, to prevent 
Knocking, admits the whole Company with a Train 
of Fiddles, Trumpets, and Hautboys. Moreſe orders 
his Servants to thruſt them out of Doors; but Epi- 
cæne commands to the contrary in a loud and arbi- 
trary Voice; the Husband is thunderſtruck, con- 
founded, knows not what to ſay: In the mean 
Time ſome of the Company fing, ſome dance, ſome 
complement the Bride, ſome laugh at the Bridegroom, 
and all the while Muſick of all Sorts ſounds from 
every Room in the Houſe, till poor Mors/e is driven 
almoſt to Diſtraction. 

At laſt when Sir Dauphine thinks him ſufficiently 
perſecuted, and that he is work'd up to a Pitch pro- 
per for his Deſign, he tells him there is a Way for 
him to procure a Divorce, and engages to bring it 
about on Condition he will allow him 5co/. per 


Annum during his Life, and ſettle his whole Eſtate on 
him at his Deceaſe: Morſe readily agrees to any 


Thing that may rid him of this Fury of a Wife; and 
the Writing being ſigned, Epicæne pulls off his We- 
mens Cloaths, and diſcovers himſelf to be a Boy. 
'There are a great Number of other very entertain. 
ing Incidents in this Comedy; but as they do not 

contribute 
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contribute to the main Plot, and are only introduced t9 
ridicule particular Chuacters, I refer thoſe who de- | 
ſire to be acquainted with them to the Play it (elf, 10 
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SPANISH FRIAR, 
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A TRAGI- COME Dy. 1 


| 
Double Diſcovery: 


By Mr. Dx vDEN. 


HE Crown of Arragon being uſurped, and 

the lawful King confined in Priſon without 
Hope of ever being able to recover his Dominion, he 
committed the Care of his only ſurviving Son, then 
an Infant, to an honeſt Lord, called Raymond, who 
gave him the Name of Torr:/mond, and bred him as 
Liz own, concealing even from him his real Birth, 
till happier 'Times ſhould furniſh him with Means of 
declaring it to his Advantage. The Uſurper dying, 
bequeath'd his only Daughter, with the Kingdom, to 
Prince Bertran, by whoſe Aſſiſtance he had depoſed 
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the lawful Monarch; but the young Queen, having 
not the leaſt Affection for him, ſtill found ſome Pre- 
tence or other to defer the Marriage. The Moor, 
ſoon after made an Invaſion, and Hertran going Ge- 
neral againſt them, proved no more ſucceſsful in War 
than in Love: He was thrice beat back and compell'd 
to take Refuge in the City, "nd Terr:i/mond was after- 
ward deputed in his Place. This young Hero in one 
Battle delivered his Country, entirely repulſed the 
Moors, and flew their King with his own Hand. 
Lorenzo alſo Son to Alphonſo, the Brother of Raymond, 
performed many gallant Actions under his ſuppoſed 
Kinſman; and the News of this great Victory with 
{ome Reflections on paſt Dangers begins the Play. 

Torriſanond, being about to return, ſends Lorenzs 
with Notice of jus Approach; and that young Officer 
being loaden with Spoils of the Enemy, wants nothing 
but fome kind Fair to take Part of them off his 
Hands; to that End he ſaunters about the high 
Streets, 'till a vail'd Madonna, who has ſeen him from 
a diſtant Window, accoſts him in a very familiar 
Manner; and at length to engage him more, dif- 
covers to him a very beautiful Face. He is greatly 
charm'd with her, begins to addreſs her ſeriouſly ; 
but ſhe informs him ſhe is married to a rich, covetous, 
jealous old Hunks, and would perhaps not have con- 
ceal'd his Name, had not her Dueua come that 
Moment to warn her to come home, her Husband 
being in Sight. On which ſhe is obliged to leave him 
abruptly. She is no ſooner gone than Comex, a 
Banker, whom Lorenzo has formerly known, falutes 
and bids him welcome. The Colonel, full of the 
Thoughts 
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Thoughts of his pretty Miſtreſs, relates the Adven- 
ture to him, ſhews him the Houſe into which ſhe 
went, and deſires him to acquaint him with the 
Name of the Owner, if known to him. The Tranſ- 
port he was in all the Time he was making this 
Confidence prevented him from obſerving the Emo- 
tions of Gomez, whoſe Looks would otherwiſe have 
diſcovered to him that he was talking to no other than 
the Husband of that Lady. However he was ſoon 
convinced of the Blunder he had made, but reſolved 
to leave no Means untried to get once moe into the 


Company of Elvira, for ſo ſhe was called, in Spite 


of the Precautions of Gomez. 

Torriſmond has now entered the City, and having 
made ſome Declarations of a moſt violent Paſſion for 
the Queen, before the Officers of the Army, Bertrar 
is appriſed of it, and takes upon him to reprimand 
the Preſumption in Terms which Torr:/mond was little 
accuſtomed to bear, and for which nothing but the 
Queen's Commands could have withheld him from 
taking an immediate Revenge. 

Leonora, for ſo this charming Queen Was call'd, 
found no leſs in the Perſon and Qualifications of 
Torriſmond to admire and Love, than he had done 
in her: She ſoon confeſſes her Affection and re- 
ſolves to be married to him in a few Days; but 
not doubting but ſome Dangers would ariſe from 
Bertran's Diſappointment, ſhe complies with the Ad- 
vice he has frequently given her of cauſing the 
depoſed King to be murdered ; well knowing that 
ſuch a Deed would render him odious to the Peo- 
ple, and thereby prevent him from raiſing any con- 
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fiderable Party to oppoſe her Meaſures. Pertrar, 
who is privately informed of the Encouragement 
the gives to his Rival, penetrates into the Bottom 
of her Deſign ; but connterfeiting an implicit Be- 
lief in all ſhe ſays, takes his Leave of her to 
order the Execution of the bloody Deed. As ſhe 
has conſented to it only for the Sake of Torri/mond, 
ſhe immediately communicates the Secret to him, 
on which he appears ſo ſhock'd, and ſets before 
ber Eyes the monſtrous Cruelty and Injuſtice, with 
which it abounds, in Colours fo ſtrong and moving, 
that ſhe repents, and is going to ſend to Bertran 
not to proceed, when a Meſſenger arrives from him 
to inform her that her Commands are obeyed, and 
the old King is no more. Torriſmond laments her 
Crime, and the Fate of fallen Majeſty ; but ſhe 
huſhes all his Sorrows with an Aſſurance of giving. 
herſelf wholly to him that Night ; which Promiſe 
ſhe punctually performs. . 

Lorenxs is all this Time imployed in proſecuting 
his Amour with Elvira: By Means of a Preſent 
cf fifty Pieces, he prevails on Father Dominic, her. 
Confeſſor, to deliver a Letter to her, which ſhe 
anſwers, with Inſtructions how to gain Admittance 
to her Houſe. And the next Day diſguiſed in the 
Habit of a Frias, and accompanied by Dominic, 
according to her Orders, makes her a Viſit with- 
cut being ſuſpected by any of the Family: The 
Conſeſſor leaves them together, and the impatient 
Colonel 15 immediately for receiving the. Reward 
ef his Labours; but E/vira, who having been com- 


x eld. to marry Gomez, could not think of being 
happy 
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happy while ſhe continued under his Roof, there- 
fore propoſes to Lorenzo to run away with him: 
He agrees to it,. and the Time is prefixed. As 
they are in this Converſation Gomez comes in, and 
diſcovers the Counterfeit Friar, whom with Dominic 
he thruſt out of Doors, and loads his Wife with Re- 
proaches. 

The appointed Hour for her Elopement being ar- 
rived, Lorenzo, with two Soldiers, waits near the 
Door to receive her; but Gomez being at home there 
was no Poſſibility of her getting out; on which Lo- 
renxo bethinks him of a Strategem : He ſends his 
Soldiers forcibly into the Houſe, who arreſt Gomez 
as a Traitor to the State, and are carrying him to be 
confined in their Quarters till his Wife has made her 
Eſcape ; but as they are hurrying him away, Alphonſe: 
meets them, and obliges them to ſet him at Liberty. 
At his Return he finds Lorenzo and the Friar at his 


Door, and Elvira juſt coming out with a Casket of 


Jewels under her Arm, which Comex takes from her, 
forces her again into the Houſe, and threatens the 
Colonel and Confeffor with the Civil Law. 

Raymond the ſuppoſed Father of Torri/mond, being 
returned from a Foreign Embaſſy, receives, with 
equal Horror, the News of the King's Death, and 
Torriſmond's Marriage with the Author of that Deed : 
The Queen however having thrown the Qdium of it 
wholly on Bertran, and given him up to the People's 
Rage, he reſolves ta take this Opportunity of being 
reveng'd on both at once; and perſwading the Queen 
that it will be neceſſary to raife the 'I'rain-bands of 


the City, in Caſe of any D:ſturbance from Pon 
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of Bertran, obtains her Commiſſion to put himſelf at 
their Head ; which done, he acquaints them, that 
he can produce the Son of their murdered King ; on 
which, they all declare they will fight for their law- 
ful Prince, He then leads them to the Palace Gates, 
where the Queen's Guards are little able to withſtand 
their Fury. 

Raymond, before he undertook this Enterprize, had 
inform'd Torriſmond of his Birth, and dear as Leonora 
was, he felt a Shock at being united to the Murderer 
of his Father, which made him the moſt wretched 
of Mankind: Notwithſtanding, when he found her 
Life in Danger, he flew to her Relief, and eaſily re- 
pulſed Raymond and his Followers. He knew how 
to ſubdue her Enemies, but could not his own Honour 
and Duty, which forbid him to hold any farther Con- 
verſation with her. They are juſt on the Point of 
ſeparating for ever, when Bertran diſcovers that the 
old King full lives; that ſuſpecting the Queen's Sin- 
cerity, he had but pretended to obey her cruel Orders, 
to try in what Manner ſhe would afterward proceed, 
which happening as he imagined it would, he now 
hopes a Pardon for having deceived her in ſo good a 
Cauſe. The Joy of Torri/mond and Leonora, at this 
happy Reverſe, is beyond all Bounds; and the late 
inexorable Raymond ſees them now Embrace with 
Pleaſure. 

But while the Court is full of Tranſport, poor 
Gomez has no Share in the general Satisfaction ; he is 
wholly taken up with meditating preſent Revenge, 
and the future Security of his Wife and Jewels: He 
cauſes the Friar to be apprehended, and brings him 

with 
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with Elvira before Alphonſo, whoſe Daughter ſhe 
is; but knowing Lorenzo by no other Name than 
Colonel Hernando, he prefers a Complaint againſt 
him under that Denomination. As he is telling his 
Story, Lorenzo happens to come that Way, and 
ſtands behind his Father, whom Gomez pointing out 
for the Man he accuſes, Alpfonſo thinks him mad to 
be jealous of his Wife upon the Account of her own 
Brother. Elvira and Lorenzo are both amazed to find 
themſelves ſo near of Kin; but the Diſcovery is a great 
Conſolation to Gomez. Father Dominic, however, for 
his good Intentions, has his Friar's Habit ſtript off, and 
is delivered to the Mob to be puniſh'd at their Diſ- 
cretion, which could ſcarce be more ſevere, than 
what all Men merit, who, like him, make the Sa- 
cred Name of Religion a Cloke for Avarice, the 
worſt of Vices, becauſe it leads the Way to almoſt all 
others. 


IPD 
S* 


« TIMON 


[ 218 J 


— 


TIMON of ATHENS, 
OR, IRE 
MAN- HATER; 


A:TRAGEDY:; 


LY 


By Mr. SHADWELL, on Mr. SnAR E“ 
SPEAR S Foundation. 


IMO, the chief Character in this Play, is an 
Atherian Lord, inferior to very few in Title, 
and to none in Health. He is repreſented as a Man 
of great Perſonal Accompliſhments, and of a Soul fo. 
perfe&tly turned to Acts of Bounty, that he ſeems to. 
have no Joy in Life equal to that of giving : Nor 
does he contine his Liberality to thoſe who deſerve, 
or ſtand in need of it; but all degrees of People, 
from the Senator down to the loweſt P/ebearn, are 
Sharers in his Fortune, and he appears no more than 
the 
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the Diſtributor of it himſelf. He has formerly beer 
extremely in Love with a Lady of high Birth, and 
ſuperior Beauty, call'd Ewandra, but meeting a too 
kind Return from her, turned his Eyes ſoon after to 
Melifa, the fair Daughter of a rich Senator. The 
poor Evandra, like him, had no Reſerve, and was 
no leſs profuſe in beſtowing on-him all he could ask 
in Love, than he in ſquandring the vaſt Patrimony 
left him by his Anceſtors, on thoſe who ſeem'd to 
Court his Friendſhip ; but the ſame Ingratitude he 
paid her Affection, was ſhortly returned to himſelf 
by his new Miſtreſs, and all the Crowd of Flatterers 
he vainly imagined his Liberality had ſecured. 

His faithful Steward often ſeeks an Opportunity to 
remind him how impoſſible it is for him to proſecute 
this manner of Living, without being reduced to- 
the ſame Neceſſities with the moſt wretched of his 
Petitioners ; but he refuſes to liſten to any Diſcourſe 
of that Kind; and, when at laſt he tells him, that 
there is not ſufficient left to provide even a Dinner, 
he remains as unconcerned as ever ; and doubting not 
but he has a Treaſury in the Gratitude of his Friends, 
ſends his Servants to ſeveral Senators and great Men, 
to requeſt of each the Loan of fifty Talents ; but 
they all make ſeveral Excuſes, and after hearing of 
his Wants, ſhun the Sight of him. Zire, to whom 
the Day before he had preſented a Jewel, valued at 
three thouſand Crowns, Diphilus, whom being his 
Servant, and in Love with the Daughter of a rich 
Man, he had made free, and endowed with a For- 
tune equal to that of his Miſtreſs, Nicias, Thra/illins,, 


Jandex, 
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Tender, Cleon and liut, who had feaſted with him 
every Day, received the higheſt Favours from him, 
and made the moſt vehement Proteſtations of Friend- 
ſhip to him, are all alike frighted at the Appearance 
of his Poverty; but what moſt alarms him is the 
Behaviour of Me/i//a ; ſhe had made the moſt tender 
Profeſſions of Love to him, they were ſoon to be 
married, and he doubted not, but to find in her a 
Refuge from the Severity of his Misfortunes; but in- 
ſtead of alleviating his Troubles, or even pity ing his 
fallen Eſtate, ſhe refuſes to ſee him, treats his Mef. 
ſengers with Contempt, and when by Accident ſhe 
meets him, flings from his Preſence, and bids him 
trouble her no more. 

Not ſo the forſaken Evandra heard the News of 
this ſad Change in his Affairs: On being told he was 
to marry Meliſſa, ſhe reſolved never to ſee him more, 
and if it was not in her Power to command her Ten- 
derneſs, to put an End to her Life, rather than give 
him any Proofs that ſhe ſtill loved, which ſhould be 
troubleſome to him; but the Knowledge of his Miſ- 
fortunes render'd her incapable even of an Endeavour 
to think with leſs Kindneſs on him than ſhe had been 
accuſtomed: To know he was afflicted, was more 
inſupportable to her than all ſhe had ſuftered from his 
Inconſtancy ; and having ſome Fortune of her own, 
ſhe haſtens with all the Wings of Love and ſoft Af 
fection, to lay it at his Feet, and once more recon- 
cile him to a World, of which, he is now grown 


Weary. 
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By her Behaviour he experiences the Difference of 
Women, reproaches the Inconſtancy of his Sex, 
which had led him to throw away a Jewel of ſuch in- 
eſtimable Worth, in Exchange for a Pebble, ſuch 
as Melia; yet will not the Haughtineſs of his Na- 
- ture permit him to accept any Obligation from a Per- 
ſon he has ſo greatly wronged: He thanks, he 
praiſes, vows an everlaſting Eiteem for her uncom- 
mon Virtue, but pretends that he has Deſigns to re- 
eſtabliſh himſelf again, and promiſing to communicate 
them to her hereafter, prevails on her to leave 
him. 

Looking afterward into his Affairs, and finding, 
that indeed all the Treaſures, of which he was lately 
the Maſter, were now diſſipated, and that of the 
Numbers he had obliged, not one had Gratitude 
enough to do him even the ſmalleſt Service, he deter- 
mines to quit Aens for ever, and before he goes, to 
put in Practice a little Strategem to revenge him on 
theſe falſe Proſeſſors. | 

He cauſes a Report to be ſpread, that by a new 
Acceſſion of Fortune he was become more Opulent 
than ever: 'The mercenary Tribe no ſooner hear this 
News, than they again begin to flock about him, 
each making his Excuſe for not having been able to 
comply with his Requeſt at the 'Time he made it, 
but that now, their Lives and Fortunes are wholly 
at his Devotion. He ſeems to credit their Proteſta- 
tions, and aſſuring them he has no Occaſion to give 
any Trouble of that Sort, invites them, as he had 
been accuſtomed, to an Entertainment; which, he 
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tells them, he will endeavour to render worthy of 
fuch Gueſts. They comprehend not his Meaning, 
and come to his Houſe at the appointed Hour : The 
ſuppoſed Dinner is ſerv'd in cover d Diſhes, which 
when they are eager to lift up, they find, inſtead of 
the luſcious Food they expected, only Toads, Snakes, 


- Serpents, and ſuch other venomor Animals. But 


leſt theſe Hieroglyphicks ſhould be :00 weak to expreſs 
his Meaning, he upbraids the ingracude, Avarice, 
Hypocriſy, and Fraud of . preſent; and then, 
with the Aſſiſtance of tho ichful Servants who 
yet remained with him, drives them out of the 
Houſe, in a Manner ſuch as their Treatment of him 
had merited at his Hands. 

This was the laſt Entertainment made by Timon, 
who, after curſing Athens, its Senators, its Citizens, 
turns his Back on that ungrateful Town, and in a 
mean Attire, takes Refuge in the Woods, chuſing 
henceforward to aſſociate himſelf with Brutes rather 
than Men. Emwandra no ſooner hears of his Depar- 
ture, than ſhe diſdains to continue in a Place ſo un- 
worthy of her dear Lord; and having turned all her 
Effects into ready Money, purſues him with unwearied 
Love to his Retreat; and as ſhe cannot perſuade him 
to quit that ſolitary Life, reſolves to Share it with 
him ; exchanging the Splendor of a great City, for 
the Wildneſs of a Foreſt, and all the Luxunes of 
Life for Roots, Water, and a cold moſly Bed. 

In a different Manner did Melia paſs her Days : 
Before Lord Timon had thought her worthy of his 
Love, ſhe had received the Addreſſes of Alcibiades, 

an 


[ 283 J 


an Athenian General, and had pretended the cx 

tremeſt Affection for him; but that young Warrior 
being Baniſhed his Country for breaking the Images 
of Mercury, and prophaning the Rites of Proſerpincs 
ſhe turn'd her Thoughts on new Conqueſts; and 
Timon, by being the moſt wealthy, was preferred to 
all others; his Misfortunes forfeiting that Claim, ſhe 
again exerted all her Charms, and practiſed new At- 
tractions for the Athenian Nobles. About this Time, 
Alcibiades having done ſomething greatly Serviceable 
to the State, ventures to return without his Sentence 
being repealed in Form, partly inſtigated by his De- 
fire of ſeeing Meliſſa, and partly to obtain Pardon 
from the Senate, for a dear Friend condemn'd to 
Death. His Miſtreſs not doubting but he would be 
reinſtated in all his former Grandeur, receives him 
with open Arms, proteſting ſhe had not enjoyed 
one happy Moment fince his Departure ; but the 
Senate, leſs affected with the Service he had done, 
than with his Diſobedience in returning without 
Leave, not only refuſed him the Life for which he 
was a Suitor, but ordered himſelf to a ſecond Baniſh- 
ment. On Pain of Death he is commanded to quit 
the City within two Hours ; this little Time allotted 
he hopes to paſs with his adored Melia; but ſhe, on 
hearing his Diſgrace, orders the Doors to be ſhut 
againſt him, as ſhe before had done againſt T:mon, 
and he departs from Athens little leſs incenſed, than 
that too bounteous and ill-rewarded Man had been, 
both at her, and his ungrateful Country. 
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But during this Tranſaction, Timm, in digging 
near his Cave, had found a prodigious Maſs of Trea- 
ſure, even far exceeding all he had laviſhed; but 
fearing the Uſe of it would again ſubje& him to Flat- 
t'ry and Deceit, he reſolves to make no Uſe of it. 
unleſs he could employ it for the Deſtruction of 
Athens: An Opportunity anſwerable to his Wiſhes 
ſoon preſents it ſelf : Alciliades burning with Revenge 
for his laſt Affront, has raiſed a powerful Army, at 
the Head of which he marches to overturn the State, 
or periſh in the Attempt : In his Way he paſſes by 
Timon's Cell, who, hearing his Deſign, furniſhes 
him with Gold to aſſiſt the Enterprize. 

News of this ſadden Change in 7i7's Fortune, 
is ſoon brought to Athens, and Melija immediately 
makes him a Viſit, omiis nothing that ſhe thinks 
may win him back, and ſwears her ſeeming Coldneſs 
was but a Trial of his Love; but he is now Proof 
againſt all her Wiles, nor can ſhe draw any other 
Words from him than Reproaches. Several Senators 
alſo repair to him, and receive Anſwers to their En- 
treaties little different from thoſe he gave Meli a: 
Reſolute to ſhun Mankind for ever, he ſpends the 
Remainder of his Days in building himſelf a Tomb 
with his own Hands; and when he found the Hand 
of Death had ſeized him, went into it, ſupported by 
his faithful Evandra, and there reſigned his laſt 
Breath. That Prodigy of Conſtancy no ſooner ſaw 
him expire, than ſhe plunged a Dagger into her 
Breaſt, and died by his Side. 


Alcibiades, 
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Alcibiades, in the mean Time, revenged his Cauſe 
on the Atheriens, and had certainly laid that flou- 


riſhing City Jevel with the Earth, had not the Sena- , 


tors, finding themſelves unable to reſiſt, entreated 
Mercy; which he refuſed to grant on any other 
Terms, than that of their appearing before him with 
Halters round their Necks. Even this they com- 
plied with, and ſued in the moſt abject and pity- 
moving Words their Orators could dictate. But in 
the midſt of this general Dejection, the gay vain 
Melia triumphed ; and, doubting not but her 
Beauty ſtill maintained its former Power over the 
Heart of this young Conqueror, comes forth to meet 
him, attended and adorned like a Bride; a thouſand 
Smiles, Allurements, Graces, and every ſoft endear. 
ing Blandiſhment of Love accompanies her to the 
Place, where ſhe beholds Alcibiades ſurrounded by a 
kneeling Crowd; but Shame, Deſpair, Remorſe, 
and Nlillions of other Furies are her Convoy back. 
She flies to the Boſom ſhe thought all her own, but 
inſtead of receiving her with open Arms, he repells 
the proffer'd Embrace, throws her from him like 
ſome loathſome Thing, upbraids her Uſage of 7:mon, 
and himſelf, and compels her, tho' too late, to be 
ſenſible that no outward Perfections can attone for a 
baſe, diſhonourable and mercenary Soul, 

This Play, in my Opinion, contains many uſeful 
and inſtructive Morals : It may, indeed, be objected, 
that Timon ſuffers too much for a Man of his Natural 
Generoſity and Propenſity to do good; but then we 
ought to conſider, that his Benefactions were without 
Diſtin&tion, and that there was ſomewhat of an Oſten- 
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tation in them, which deprived them of more than 
Half their Merit. The Senators, every Body muſt 
own, are but juſtly puniſhed : Thoſe, who are ſo in- 
ſolently haughty in Proſperity, are ever no leſs abject 
in Adverſity ; and the ſofter Sex, from the Exam- 
ples of Melia and Evandra, may learn that Vir- 
tue has many Branches, and, that Chaſtity, tho' a 
material one, is not of it ſelf ſufficient to conſtitute 
the Character of a truly valuable Woman, 


Fd of the Firſt Volume. D 


Juſt Publiſhed the following New BOOKS, 
printed for F. Cos AN, at the Middle- 
Temple-gate; and J. Novkse, at the 
Lamb, without 'Temple-bar. 


oh ntretien des Beaux-Eſprits. Being the Sequel to 
La Belle Q enblie: Containing the following 
Novels. The Amorous Thief. Nature out- done by 
Love. The happy Exchange. The Triumph of 
Virtue. Generous Corſair. The fatal Surprize. 
Love victorious over Death. The Quid pro Quo. 
The Gentleman of Picardy. The Happy Reconci- 
liation. Heroick Love. The Fortunate Audacity, 
in two Vols. Written for the Entertainment of the 


French Court, by Madam. De Gomez, Author of 
La Belle Aſſemble. 


IT. The Hiſtory and Adventures of G 7 L-Blas, 
of Santilaue, the Fourth Vol. by Mr. Lay Sage, 
Author of the three Vols. | 


III. A Compendious Dictionary of the Fabulous 
Hiſtory of Heathen Gods and Heroes ; deſigned for 
the more ready Underſtanding of Poets, Paintings and 
Statues ; to which are annexed References to the ſeve- 
ral Authors, from which their Characters are de- 
duc d: Peculiarly adapted to the Uſe of Schools, and 


to Perſons who read or attend Theatrical Enter- 
tainments. 
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TV. The Hiſtory of Poland under Auguſtus IT. 
which contains the great Diſpute between that Prince 
and the Princes of Corti and Sobiesti for the Crown. 
The Occaſion and Progreſs of the War between 
Charles XII. King of Sweden, Auguſtus, and the 
Czar. The Dethronement of AHuguſtus. The ſeveral 
Battles between the Sweedi/p and Polij/p Armies. 
The Entrance of Charles into Saxony, his Conduct 
there, his Invaſion of Myu/covy. The Character, 
Election, and Coronation of Stani//aus, his Fall and 
Exile. The Reacceſſion of Auguſtus. The famous 
Stand of the Poliſß Confederacy againſt the Saxor 
and Ruſian Troops. The Maſſacre of Thorn, and 
its Conſequences. from the Proteſtant Powers. 'The 
Conduct of Auguſtus to ſecure the Reverſion of the 
Crown to his Son, Sc. his Death and Character, 
in two Vols. 8vo.-, 


V. Cafes in Midwifry, written by the late Mr. 
William Giffard, Surgeon and Man Midwife : Re- 
viſed and publiſhed by Dr. Edward Hidy, NMI. D. 
and F. R. 8. 
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